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NEW TITLE
may 2022

The Ghiringhellis are an Italian-Swiss odd 
family who lives in the canton Ticino, in a 
house full of cats called with names that 
are adverbs and conjunctions. Mrs Ghirin-
ghelli is an imperturbable and pragmatic 
woman who works in a bank, Mr Ghirin-
ghelli is an avant-garde poet who transla-
tes in quatrains guides and instruction ma-
nuals, the oldest daughter is a teenager who 
is always sulky. And then there’s Tullio.

Tullio is in fourth grade, and is a shy and 
silent kid, who always tries to go unnoti-
ced. But an entire city lives and pulses in 
his boundless imagination. A city popula-
ted by superheroes, aliens, talking carnivo-
rous plants, Roger Federer, medieval kni-
ghts and all that can inhabit the fantasy of 
a ten years old young boy. Tullio considers 
more those characters of his fantasy than 
his professors; this is why he is not doing 
very well at school. 
During the last year of his primary school 
he has to face his schoolmates, his relatives 
from Italy, a freak veterinarian and many 
other characters. And all this just because 
one night, during which he was absent-min-
ded as usual, he finds an eolao. And if you 
have an eolao you can’t go unnoticed.

Among hyperbolic superlatives, diverted 
circles and fantastic animals, following the 
path of the absurd tracked by Gianni Ro-
dari, from Pennac to Vonnegut, from Wes 
Anderson’s movies to Calvin & Hobbes’ co-
mics, Rigiani reminds us that literature 
can be a happy and subversive sarabande. 
A fearless play of language, an exhilarating 
gimmick, turning upside down that me-
taphor of the universal order that Switzer-
land is.

DAVIDE  R IG IANI
Tullio and the 
Eolao Most 
Weirdest on the 
Canton Ticino

FICTION - NOVEL
469 pages

DAVIDE  R IG IANI  / 1980
was b o rn i n  Lu gano ,  Swi t zer lan d ,  i n  1980 .  He now l i ves 

i n  L i g u r i a .  Tu l l i o  a n d  t h e  E o l ao  M o s t  We i r d es t  o n  t h e 
C an to n T i c i no  i s  h i s  f i r s t  n o ve l .

Tullio and the Eolao Most Weirdest on the Can-
ton Ticino, awarded with a special mention 
at the Calvino Prize, is a eulogy of fantasy 
that readers can hardly forget.
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NOVITÀ 
giugno 2017

Nelle sue storie, cesellate con la finezza di 
Carver e Salinger, Paolo Cognetti ha sem-
pre saputo rappresentare con sorprendente 
intensità l’universo femminile. Ed è an-
cora una donna la protagonista di Sofia si 
veste sempre di nero, un romanzo composto 
da dieci racconti autonomi che la accom-
pagnano lungo trent’anni di storia: dall’in-
fanzia in una famiglia borghese apparente-
mente normale, ma percorsa da sotterranee 
tensioni, all’adolescenza tormentata da di-
sturbi psicologici, alla liberatoria scoperta 
del sesso e della passione per il teatro, al 
momento della maturità e dei bilanci. Con 
la sua scrittura precisa e intensa, che na-
sconde dietro l’apparente semplicità una 
straordinaria potenza emotiva, Cognetti 
ci regala il ritratto di un personaggio fem-
minile indimenticabile: una donna torbida 
e inquieta, capace di sopravvivere alle pro-
prie nevrosi e di sfruttare improvvisi attimi 
di illuminazione fino a trovare, faticosa-
mente, la propria strada. Un libro avvin-
cente in cui ciascun lettore troverà mo-
menti di bellezza e di dolore, di ansia e di 
riscatto, che riconoscerà di aver vissuto an-
che sulla sua stessa pelle.

PAOLO  COGNETT I  / 1978
è autore di alcuni documentari, tra cui Vietato scappare, 

Isbam, La notte del leone e, prodotti da minimum fax 

media, Scrivere/New York e Il lato sbagliato del ponte. 

Per minimum fax ha pubblicato Una cosa piccola che 

sta per esplodere (2007), vincitore, tra gli altri, del Pre-

mio Fucini, del Premio Settembrini e finalista al Premio 

Chiara, Sofia si veste sempre di nero (2012) e A pesca 

nelle pozze più profonde (2014), affascinante rif lessione 

sull’arte del racconto. 

NOME AUTORE
Titolo libro

«Nel l  Z ink  è  immediatamente  d iventata 
una de l le  voc i  p iù  or ig ina l i  e  innovat ive 
de l la  narrat iva  contemporanea».  Slate

18 euro - 340 pagine
formato 14,7 X 21 cm
isbn 978-88-7521-692-4

FICTION
collana SOTTERRANEI

NEW TITLE 
january 2022

An absurd, senseless series of attacks and 
murders darkens London. Neither foreign 
secret service nor terrorists are the perpe-
trators, but normal people who suddenly 
do things of an unprecedented and inexpli-
cable violence. 
Air is toxic, threatening, charged with an-
ger. The country is in chaos. Prime Minister 
creates a new special police, the Section, to 
whom he gives full powers. Eva B, the wo-
man who runs it, instructs two of her best 
men to conduct investigations: the Pig and 
Dennis Tabbot. They are very particular po-
lice officers: enormous, unusually agile, 
completely insensitive to pain, devoid of 
any morality and very skilled torturers. 
And, above all, they are expert in a dirty 
and fierce magic power, the urban voodoo. 
It is expected that they will stop this long 
trail of blood. But every effort seems to be 
undermined against a multiform and invi-
sible enemy, always one step ahead. It is not 
sufficient to connect the dots on the map, 
you have to understand who has drawn it, 
before UK will go on fire like the rest of 
Europe. 
By combining horror, grotesque and sur-
real elements, Orso Tosco wrote an acid 
and powerful noir, full of New Weird the-
mes, where the line between reality and 
fantasy definitely falls apart. Where defor-
mation and hallucination seem to be the 
only possible ways to narrate the exaspera-
ted and devastated reality in which we are 
used to live.

ORSO  TOSCO
London voodoo

FICTION - NOVEL
205 pages

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

An acid and powerful noir, 
full of New Weird themes.

ORSO  TOSCO  / 1982
i s  a  w r i t e r ,  a  p o e t  a n d  a  s c r e e n  p l a y e r .  H e  p u b l i s h e d 

s h o r t  s t o r i e s  i n  W a t t  a n d  o t h e r  r e v i e w s .  Fo r  m i n i m u m 

fax  h e  p u b l i s h e d  Wai t i ng  fo r  T he  C as t aways (2018)  a n d , 

w i th  Cos i m o A rg e n t i n a ,  Fr om He l l  (2021).  I n te rn o  Po es i a 

p u b l i s h e d  h i s  co l le c t i o ns  o f  p o ems F igur e  A ma te  (2019). 

"Ha l fway between Tarant ino  and Boy le ,  Orso 
Tosco  created  a  br i l l iant  no i r  nove l  that 
readers  wi l l  hard ly  forget  once  they  reach 
the  last  page and c lose  the  book . "
Milano Nera  

You ' l l  f ind 
here  the  bookt ra i le r  and 

here  the  p lay l is t  c reated  by  the  author 



HIGHLIGHT TITLE 
november 2021

Scarciafratta is an imaginary village in 
Abruzzo (like Vigàta in Camilleri’s books 
on Montalbano). Perched high on the hillsi-
des of the Appennino, it’s a theatre of gho-
sts and visions. 

A terrible earthquake, the Bad Thing, has 
emptied the village. The houses are re-
duced to rolling stones that turn to pow-
der but keep talking. Among them, on the 
Rock, only one man has been resisting for 
years: Mengo. He seated in front of a door 
under a rag moon, with Sciambricò, a bri-
ght-eyed fifteen years old sheepdog.

Digging through the rubble of the school, 
he found some children’s notebooks and a 
register of the inhabitants that an employ 
«“sfastognato” (enlarged) of stamps and cer-
tificates has filled with names, dates, births, 
deaths and weddings», with all the stories 
of the village. At the end of his life, to «give 
voice to those who have been submerged by 
death», Mengo will write down all those sto-
ries, in the sanatorium of Villa Adriatica.
Until the dawn of the 21st of July of the 
1969, when the American astronauts Neil 
Alden Armstrong e Edwin Aldrin, envelo-
ped in a barely perceptible solitude, land on 
the moon, and Mengo finishes to write the 
last letter.

Continuing along the path inaugurated with 
The Life and Times of Bonfiglio Liborio, in this 
choral novel Remo Rapino keeps narrating, 
among laughs and tears, the epic of the last, 
the deadbeats and the madmen of his re-
gion, and keeps giving back the dignity of a 
name at least to those who has been robbed 
of their memory.

REMO RAPINO
Chronicles from 
the Land of 
Scarciafratta 

REMO RAPINO  / 1951
has been professor of philosophy and history. 

He published many books of both poetr y and 

prose for small publishing houses. For minimum 

fax he published The Time anf Life of Bonfi-

glio Liborio, winner of the 2020 Campiello Prize. 

FICTION - NOVEL
150 pages

FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE TIME 
AND LIFE OF BONFIGLIO LIBORIO, 

WINNER OF THE 2020 CAMPIELLO 
PRIZE



HIGHLIGHT TITLE 
october 2019

Liborio Bonfiglio is a “cocciamatte”, the luna-
tic that everyone mocks. The weird and irre-
gular person who prowls on the basalt slabs 
of a village that is not mentioned. But in his 
tangled voice the Twentieth century passes 
again in front of our eyes, with the overwhel-
ming and joyful rhythm of a procession with 
a marching band in tow.
Everything in Liborio becomes tale, word, 
slip and memory: his school, his appren-
ticeship in a barbershop, the brothels, the 
war and the Resistance, his factory work, 
the trade union, the madhouse and his so-
litude during the old age. A series of unfor-
gettable characters populate his memory: 
the teacher Cianfarra Romeo, the maitresse 
Donna Assunta, his young love Teresa Gior-
dani, his laborer friends, Boschetto, Lenino, 
Bacunino and Malatesta, the doctor Alvise 
Mattolini, Teté and the “Sordicchia”…

From 1926, the year in which Liborio was 
born – “but in summer” – until 2010, the 
year in which he is preparing to bow out 
– “but in winter” – Liborio will celebrate, 
in a hilarious and melancholic chronicle of 
failures and revenges, the Carnival of our 
century, its black signs but also its madness 
and courage.

Through the miracle of an unpredictable lan-
guage, crooked and circular, between tradi-
tion and funambulism, Remo Rapino wrote 
a novel that entertains and moves, and pul-
ses in each line of a fragile but obstinate 
humanity, the one that only a crazy per-
son like Liborio, who lived on the fringes 
of society, between pulped dreams and lost 
words, could preserve.

REMO RAPINO
The Life and 
Times of Liborio 
Bonfiglio 

FICTION - NOVEL
265 pages

WINNER OF THE 2020 

CAMPIELLO PRIZE

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE
RIGHTS SOLD TO: 

Kein & Aber / German rights

“A  l i t t le  l i te rary  mirac le .  A  funny  and mov ing 
nove l ,  romant ic  and  unforget tab le . ” 
Gianni Montieri  -  HuffPost

“A  book you  wi l l  keep  in  your  hear t . ” 
Matteo Nucci  - I l  Venerdì  di  Repubblica

“E ighty  years  o f  unforget tab le  memor ies . ” 
Robinson la Repubblica

“The  best  I ta l ian  book I ' ve  read in  2019” 
Gianni Mura - la Repubblica



NEW TITLE
april 2022

Giuan is a giant, an old ogre, with a “hot rib-
bon, invincible in the secret of heart”. 
During the day he reproduces Leonard’s Ce-
nacle; sheltered by the night, together with 
his Olona, wanders  by bike along the streets 
of Milan, transforming the hate written on 
the wall in calls for love and irony. 
He dreams of freeing the animals in the zoo 
and seeing them running in Duomo square 
or invade the tram tracks. He dreams of fre-
eing old people from hospices. He feels that 
there is an urgency of a miracle, for “the un-
fortunate womb of the world”.  
There is urgency of a last decency, before 
the last supper. Men need heroism, good-
ness. Men need to believe that they are not 
just a mismatched pair of shoes, but they 
are no longer able to do it. This is why it’s ne-
cessary to leave a sign, to restore the words, 
and first of all the one of brotherhood. 
With these new words, with a language of 
surprising temerity, real and surreal, acro-
batic and prophetic, lyric and torn, Gio-
vanni Arpino inaugurated his fantasy tri-
logy at the beginning of the seventies, with 
this contemporary gospel parable, a novel 
crossed by a remote sadness, almost despe-
rate, about the fate of the world.

From a literary point of view, he takes the 
side of stray men and stragglers. He nar-
rates their unrealistic and picaresque ad-
ventures; he is chronicler of the fracture 
between candor and disorientation. A les-
son, as always, in style, courage and gene-
rous trust in literature.

GIOVANNI  ARP INO
The Stray Hero

FICTION 
150 pages

GIOVANNI  ARP INO  / 1927 - 1987
H i s  f i r s t  n o v e l  w a s  S e i  s t a t o  f e l i c e ,  G i o v a n n i ,  p u b l i-

s h e d  b y  E l i o  V i t t o r i n i  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  p r e s t i g i o u s 

r e v i e w  I  G e t t o n i  i n  1952.  A f t e r  t h i s ,  A r p i n o  w r o t e  m o r e 

th a n  th i r t y  b o o ks  a n d  wo rke d  fo r  m a ny  years  as  a  s p o r t 

j o u r n a l i s t .  R i g h ts  fo r  h i s  b o o ks  h a ve  b e e n  s o l d  to  m a n y 

c o u n t r i e s ,  l i k e  Fr a n c e  ( B e l f o n d  a n d  A u t r e m e t)  a n d  U S A 

(Pen g u in  Class i cs).  He possessed a u n iq ue to ne an d he is 

a m o n g  th e  ve r y  fe w w h o  wo n  b o th  t h e  S t re g a  a n d  Ca m-

p ie l lo  p r i zes .

“ In  th is  nove l ,  Arp ino  takes  us  in  a  cond i t ion 
o f  to ta l  t ru th  and  nud i ty” 
Guido Piovene
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NOVITÀ 
giugno 2017

Nelle sue storie, cesellate con la finezza di 
Carver e Salinger, Paolo Cognetti ha sem-
pre saputo rappresentare con sorprendente 
intensità l’universo femminile. Ed è an-
cora una donna la protagonista di Sofia si 
veste sempre di nero, un romanzo composto 
da dieci racconti autonomi che la accom-
pagnano lungo trent’anni di storia: dall’in-
fanzia in una famiglia borghese apparente-
mente normale, ma percorsa da sotterranee 
tensioni, all’adolescenza tormentata da di-
sturbi psicologici, alla liberatoria scoperta 
del sesso e della passione per il teatro, al 
momento della maturità e dei bilanci. Con 
la sua scrittura precisa e intensa, che na-
sconde dietro l’apparente semplicità una 
straordinaria potenza emotiva, Cognetti 
ci regala il ritratto di un personaggio fem-
minile indimenticabile: una donna torbida 
e inquieta, capace di sopravvivere alle pro-
prie nevrosi e di sfruttare improvvisi attimi 
di illuminazione fino a trovare, faticosa-
mente, la propria strada. Un libro avvin-
cente in cui ciascun lettore troverà mo-
menti di bellezza e di dolore, di ansia e di 
riscatto, che riconoscerà di aver vissuto an-
che sulla sua stessa pelle.

PAOLO  COGNETT I  / 1978
è autore di alcuni documentari, tra cui Vietato scappare, 

Isbam, La notte del leone e, prodotti da minimum fax 

media, Scrivere/New York e Il lato sbagliato del ponte. 

Per minimum fax ha pubblicato Una cosa piccola che 

sta per esplodere (2007), vincitore, tra gli altri, del Pre-

mio Fucini, del Premio Settembrini e finalista al Premio 

Chiara, Sofia si veste sempre di nero (2012) e A pesca 

nelle pozze più profonde (2014), affascinante rif lessione 

sull’arte del racconto. 

NOME AUTORE
Titolo libro

«Nel l  Z ink  è  immediatamente  d iventata 
una de l le  voc i  p iù  or ig ina l i  e  innovat ive 
de l la  narrat iva  contemporanea».  Slate

18 euro - 340 pagine
formato 14,7 X 21 cm
isbn 978-88-7521-692-4

FICTION
collana SOTTERRANEI

NEW TITLE
february 2022

Summer 1941. A soldier is captured during 
the advancing of the Nazi army in Soviet 
Union, together with a comrade-in-arms. He 
is an infantry captain. He was assigned to 
a camp in East Prussia where Slav, Tartar, 
Mongol and, above all, Russian soldiers are 
imprisoned. 

When a German officer questions him, he 
states his name: Jacob Giugashvili. A name 
to include in the meticulous reports of in-
ternment and deaths. He doesn’t want to 
add anything more but a little photo of his 
mother reveals him. There is a wording 
behind it, and the signature of his father: 
no less than Stalin himself. 

On the basis of uncertain resources (false 
war rumor or truth?), in 1953 Riccardo Bac-
chelli tried to give new order in a novel 
to the pieces of this unusual story, like in 
a puzzle. Among differences and suspects, 
mocked investigative services, doctors who 
practice scientific experiments on human 
subjects and even a baroness willing to se-
duce a mysterious prisoner to convert him 
to Nazism, the story of a man who would 
have liked to be forgotten, to go out from 
history in the same way in which he has 
gone out from Kremlin. A desperate, anar-
chic, maybe nihilist, attempt to distin-
guish himself from any link to power, his 
family and his identity.

RICCARDO 
BACCHELL I
Stalin's Son

FICTION - NOVEL
318 pages

RICCARCO  BACCHELL I  /  1891 -  1985
h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o l i f i c  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  Tw e n-

t i e th  Ce n tu r y  a n d   i s  r e m e m b e re d  fo r  h a v i n g  re v i ta l i ze d 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l .  H i s  m o s t  f a m o u s 

works are  the  t r i logy  I l  mul ino de l  Po ,  I l  d iavo lo  a l  Pon-
telungo and  L o sa i l  tonno and a ser ies o f  b ib l i cal  novels . 



HIGHLIGHT TITLE
september 2012

Sofia is a complex, restless woman from 
Northern Italy whose story we follow for 
thirty years: from her childhood in a see-
mingly peaceful middle-class family du-
ring the’80s to her troubled adolescence in 
the ’90s, to her liberating discovery of sex 
and her passion for theatre, to the moment 
when, in New York at the beginning of a 
new century, she must take stock of her life 
so far. Compellingly readable and emotio-
nally charged, this novel is poised to be Co-
gnetti’s definitive breakthrough.

PAOLO  COGNETT I  / 1978
is the author of two acclaimed short-story collections 

(his first, Handbook for Successful Girls, sold 

more than 10,000 copies; his second, A small thing 

about to explode, won the Premio Settembrini and 

the Premio Renato Fucini, and was shortlisted for 

the Premio Chiara), with the novel Sofia Always 

Wears Black was consacrated as one of the best 

voices in contemporary Italian literature. With Le 

otto montagne (Einaudi, 2016) he won the 2017 

Strega Prize. 

I s  i t  poss ib i le  to  por t ray  a  female 
character ,  as  a  ch i ld ,  a  teenager  and 
then  a  young woman f ick les  as  a 
f lame? Paolo  Cognet t i  does  i t ,  and  the 
resu l t  i s  wonder fu l . ” 
Elle

“One of  the  most  compass ionate  vo ices 
o f  h is  generat ion . ” 
Famiglia Cristiana 

“Paolo  Cognet t i  bu i lds  up  a  per fect ly 
o i led  mach ine  o f  imprec is ion . ” 
Le nouvel  Observateur

PAOLO  COGNETT I
Sofia Always 
Wears Black

“The  most  beaut i fu l  book  o f  2012 . 
Read i t ,  and  Sof ia  wi l l  s tay  wi th  you 
forever . ” 
Vanity Fair

“Cognet t i ’ s  prose  is  master fu l . ” 
Blow Up

“Cognet t i  i s  exqu is i te ly  percept ive  when 
descr ib ing  women.” 
Maire Claire

FICTION - NOVEL
201 pages

SHORTLISTED FOR 
THE STREGA PRIZE 

RIGHTS SOLD TO:  De Bezige Bi j 
(Netherland),  Liana Levi  (France), 
Fraktura (Croatia),  Palomar 
(Denmark),  Inaque (Slovakia),  DVA 
(Germany),  Finland (Artemisia),  Korea 
(Hyundae Munhak Publishing) 



.

BACKLIST TITLE
new edition 
may 2022

“At a certain point of my apprenticeship I set 

my mind on the idea that if I wanted to be a 

good writer I should have learned fishing”. 

This essay is a literary and sentimental 

education. Paolo Cognetti, probably the 

most appreciated Italian short-stories wri-

ter of his generation, confronts himself 

with the big masters of this literary genre. 

How to write a story? What’s behind the 

daily work on the blank page? What’s the 

price to pay if you want to enclose the world 

in twenty pages? 

From Raymond Carver to Ernest Hemin-

gway, from J. D. Salinger to Alice Munro, 

from John Cheever to Flannery O’Connor, 

Cognetti accompanies the reader through 

the interior lives and workshops of these 

authors. At a certain point it seems we are 

aware of how hard and long apprenticeships 

have to be to create masterpieces like The 

First Forty-Nine Stories by Hemingway or Ha-

teship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage 

by Alice Munro. Not only technique, but also 

aptitude, obstinacy, life. 

A book on the art of telling stories that 

only a great narrator could write.

PAOLO  COGNETT I
Fishing in the 
Deepest Pools

LITERARY ESSAY
240 pages

"In this book there is the alternative history 
of American literature: Hawthrone, Anderson, 
Cheever and Dubus". 
Il Messaggero

"Intimate pages that progress with the rhythm of 
the breath and talk about love, and icebergs, and 
about what separates novels from short stories". 
Marie Claire



PAOL O  C OGNE T T I
A Handbook For Successful Girls

PAOL O  C OGNE T T I
A Small Thing About To Explode

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Inaque (Slovakia) 

120 pages 
october 2004

Seven stories, seven portraits of women. 
Girls fighting for love, for motherhood, for 
work; women who travel, build their care-
ers or inherit fortunes; women who lose 
their jobs, who are betrayed and abando-
ned, and try to deal with failure; women 
who start over, rebel, sail without a com-
pass through the storms of daily life. By 
their sides are weak and disoriented men, 
only capable of getting by, lacking cou-
rage and irony and also often lacking the 

After his prev ious astonishing debut 
with Handbook for successful girls, his time 
Paolo Cognetti’s unifying theme is the 
most sensitive, violent, and painful age of 
life-adolescence. 
Whether focusing on wealthy, twisted, fa-
scinating girls committed to a clinic for the 
anorexic, or kids hurtling into the solitude 
of their parents’ disintegrating marriage, 
the adolescence explored in these short sto-
ries becomes a game of roulette in which it 
is the future that is at stake; the moment, 
painful and keenly felt, in which the pro-

solitude that surrounds their girlfriends. 
With a dry and sharp style, and a captiva-
ting plot skillfully mixing bittersweet ro-
mance and coming-of-age tales against the 
frantic, often surreal backdrop of post-in-
dustrial Northern Italy, Cognetti builds the 
chapters of an imaginary “handbook for 
successful girls”, seven ways of finding or 
losing happiness in today’s world, seven sto-
ries that speak out with a voice that is im-
possible to forget.

tagonist becomes aware of his or her iden-
tity, and discovers sex, friendship, and the 
cruelty of life, while striving to transform 
all these elements into an opportunity for 
redemption and emancipation. 
With the intense and precise writing that 
won him his first popularity, and a perfect 
mastery of the way things intertwine, Paolo 
Cognetti proves once again that he is one of 
the best new writers at describing everyday 
life. And, more important, one of the few 
writers able to keep his readers’ rapt inte-
rest from the first page to the last.

HIGHLIGHT TITLE FICTION - SHORT STORIES

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Inaque (Slovakia) 

158 pages 
november 2007

“For  the  po ignancy  and sheer  qual i ty  o f 
h is  wr i t ing ,  Cognet t i  can  compete  wi th  the 
great  Amer ican  shor t-story  wr i ters . ”  Linus

“A  love ly  surpr ise  [ . . . ]  M in imal is t  techn ique 
mastered  wi th  po ised  e legance . ” 
I l  sole 24 ore



NON FICTION



NEW TITLE
january 2022

Aphex Twin, Autechre and Boards of Canada are 
among the most venerated experiences in the 
musical panorama of the recent decades, undi-
sputed heavyweight of that kind of electronic 
music that critics call intelligent dance music or 
IDM (unfortunate wording).
From Radiohead to Bjork, from MTV adverts to 
all modern musical forms for machines, there 
is no musical field that has not been affected by 
their influence. But, despite an entourage of de-
voted fans that created forms of manic worship 
and the definitive canonization by critics and au-
dience, AFX, AE and BOC are anonymous figures, 
without a face, whose biographies have not that 
epic breath typical of rock musicians. So, why is 
their influence so crucial?
Thirty years after the release of Artificial in-
telligence, for the label Warp, the IDM manife-
sto-compilation that elevated "the stupidity" of 
techno music to an "high" and cerebral art form, 
Exmachina offers a response - risky, paranoid, yet 
frighteningly compelling – inviting us to read 
the parables of these three artists as three chap-
ters of a unique story: the one that begins with 
the irruption of the algorithm in our bedrooms 
and ends up (or not?) with the extinction of our 
species.
On the strength of his musical competence, bor-
dering obsession, Mattioli does not hesitate to 
contaminate theory – Fisher, Reynolds, British 
cybernetics and Erik Davis, CCRU and AUDIT 
investigations – with his own sensibility and ni-
ghtmares. The result is a very precise acoustic 
instrument that listens to us from the future, 
intercepting, in music, the anomalous frequency 
that is the spirit of our terrifying times. 

VALERIO  MATT IOL I
Exmachina

NON FICTION 
335 pages

«"Exmach ina  i s  a  k ind  o f  t ime  mach ine : 
i t  c reates  a  de l ic ious  sensat ion  o f  be ing 
p lunged  back  i n to  the   ea r l y  ‘ 90s  and 
immersed in  a l l  the  wide-eyed exc i tement 
about  the  oncoming fu ture  that  seemed to  be 
mani fest ing  i tse l f  through e lect ron ic  dance 
and non-dance mus ic ,  swept  up  once  aga in 
in  the  fevered  in te l lec tual  c l imate  o f  that 
t ime.  [ . . . ]  Mat t io l i  took  the  pandemic  t rauma 
and used  i t  to  c reate  an  adventure  c lose  to 
home.  Th is  i s  the  s tory  o f  where  the  mus ic 
took  h is  mind .» 
S imon Reynolds

VALERIO  MATT IOL I  / 1978
is editor for the independent press NERO, he is one 

of the founders of Prismo and writes for different 

magazines. In 2018 he published Superonda - Se-

cret history of Italian music (Baldini & Castoldi) 

and in 2019, for minimum fax, Remoria - The re-

versed city.



HIGHLIGHT TITLE
october 2021

Many of us consider conspiracy theories to be both 
dangerous and extremely marginal beliefs, a fig-
ment of the mind of obsessed people who perceive 
anything as a direct menace. 
Though it may be comforting to believe we are 
not like them, reality is far more complex. Re-
cent studies unequivocally show that virtually 
anyone can be a conspiracy theorist as eveybody, 
at some point, has believed in at least one conspi-
racy theory or, as they say, ended up «down the 
rabbit hole».

From the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, through 
QAnon and up to the pandemic and the assault on 
the United States Capitol, Leonardo Bianchi pro-
vides a complete overview of the most believed 
conspiracy theories by illustrating how they are 
born, how and why they spread, and what they re-
veal about the society we live in. 

An in-depth analysis from one of the most 
influential and powerful voices of Italian 
journalism.

LEONARDO  B IANCHI
CONSPIRACY! 

NON FICTION 
260 pages

LEONARDO  B IANCHI  / 1986
journalist and blogger, he is news editor at VICE Italia. 

With minimum fax, he published also The People. A 

Journey Through Italian Resentment.

From QAnon to the PAndemic
cronichles oF the UPside-down 
world

FROM THE AUTHOR OF 
THE PEOPLE.

 Journey through Italian Resentment 
ONE OF THE MOST ACCLAIMED 

ITALIAN REPORTAGE IN 2017

“B ianch i  unceas ing ly  d igs  in  the  magmat ic 
mat ter  o f  consp i racy”  
Rumore

“A  book that  you  should  not  miss . . ”  
La Nuova Sardegna



ANTONIO  TAL IA 
Milan Under Milan
JoUrney throUgh the 
UndergroUnd economy oF A 
metroPolis

HIGHLIGHT TITLE
september 2021

NON FICTION - REPORTAGE
300 pages

In the 2010’s, in contrast with the rest of 
Italy, Milan has released its centuries-old 
mercantile vocation at most: in the five-ye-
ars period 2014-2019 the GDP of Milan grew 
by 9,7%, respect to the national 4,6%. The 
city has always been in the rankings of the 
global cities according to the internatio-
nal financial papers, attracting more than 
a third of all foreign investments to Italy.  
Milan is not only the richest city in Italy: it’s 
also the city where money flows fastest, like 
an underground current of which it’s often 
impossible to trace the origin. 
It’s a city of interred rivers and cesspools, 
waterways buried under streets and buil-
dings that threat of overflowing at the ear-
liest anomaly. And now that Covid-19 has 
come over the city as the definitive ano-
maly, the f lows of dirty money threat of 
overflowing, by revealing new connections, 
suspect memberships and, almost always, a 
worrying contiguity between economy and 
crime.   
Taking the cue from a crime remained un-
solved due to a paradoxical excess of possi-
ble leads, by relying on the instinct and ri-
gor of a great reporter, Antonio Talia travels 
far and wide the city and its hinterland, col-
lecting a prodigious quantity of facts and 
nasty businesses, stories and characters. 
He narrates a new Milan, in which old lo-
cal gangs and clans, artists of money-lau-
ndering and unscrupulous realtors, petty 
criminals and survivors of Tangentopoli 
converge. 
All united by a single God: money, and the 
social recognition that brings with it. 

ANTONIO  TAL IA  /  1977
worked for seven years in Beijing as a news corre-

spondent for an Italian press agency: during this pe-

riod he worked on different stories related to crime .

Kong.He now works as co-author of Nessun Luogo 

è Lontano (“Nowhere is Far Away”), a foreign af-

fairs broadcast of Radio24, and Io Sono il Cattivo 

(“I am the bad guy”), a broadcast dedicated to por-

traying international terrorists and criminals on 

the same radio and on Audible. Antonio Talia’s first 

book, Route 106. Italy’s ‘Ndrangheta Highway 

(minimum fax, 2019), has been a great success and 

received a critical acclaim.

FROM THE AUTHOR OF 
ROUTE 106. ITALY'S 'NDRANGHETA 

HIGHWAY, ONE OF THE MOST 
ACCLAIMED SURVEY-BOOK IN 2019.
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NOVITÀ 
giugno 2017

Nelle sue storie, cesellate con la finezza di 
Carver e Salinger, Paolo Cognetti ha sem-
pre saputo rappresentare con sorprendente 
intensità l’universo femminile. Ed è an-
cora una donna la protagonista di Sofia si 
veste sempre di nero, un romanzo composto 
da dieci racconti autonomi che la accom-
pagnano lungo trent’anni di storia: dall’in-
fanzia in una famiglia borghese apparente-
mente normale, ma percorsa da sotterranee 
tensioni, all’adolescenza tormentata da di-
sturbi psicologici, alla liberatoria scoperta 
del sesso e della passione per il teatro, al 
momento della maturità e dei bilanci. Con 
la sua scrittura precisa e intensa, che na-
sconde dietro l’apparente semplicità una 
straordinaria potenza emotiva, Cognetti 
ci regala il ritratto di un personaggio fem-
minile indimenticabile: una donna torbida 
e inquieta, capace di sopravvivere alle pro-
prie nevrosi e di sfruttare improvvisi attimi 
di illuminazione fino a trovare, faticosa-
mente, la propria strada. Un libro avvin-
cente in cui ciascun lettore troverà mo-
menti di bellezza e di dolore, di ansia e di 
riscatto, che riconoscerà di aver vissuto an-
che sulla sua stessa pelle.

PAOLO  COGNETT I  / 1978
è autore di alcuni documentari, tra cui Vietato scappare, 

Isbam, La notte del leone e, prodotti da minimum fax 

media, Scrivere/New York e Il lato sbagliato del ponte. 

Per minimum fax ha pubblicato Una cosa piccola che 

sta per esplodere (2007), vincitore, tra gli altri, del Pre-

mio Fucini, del Premio Settembrini e finalista al Premio 

Chiara, Sofia si veste sempre di nero (2012) e A pesca 

nelle pozze più profonde (2014), affascinante rif lessione 

sull’arte del racconto. 

NOME AUTORE
Titolo libro

«Nel l  Z ink  è  immediatamente  d iventata 
una de l le  voc i  p iù  or ig ina l i  e  innovat ive 
de l la  narrat iva  contemporanea».  Slate

18 euro - 340 pagine
formato 14,7 X 21 cm
isbn 978-88-7521-692-4
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HIGHLIGHT TITLE
october 2019

A journey of 104 kilometers on a two-way 
street, caught between the Ionian Sea and 
the Aspromonte slopes: the path from Reg-
gio to Siderno is only one hour and a half 
long, but Calabria branches into five conti-
nents and more than forty years of crimes.
From the homicide of the very powerful 
CEO of the Italian State Railways, Lodovico 
Ligato, to the maxi laundering operations 
in Hong Kong; from the privileged relations 
with Colombian narcos to the brutal assas-
sination of the journalist Jàn Kuciak, in Slo-
vakia; from the biggest ecstasy shipment of 
all times hidden in Melbourne port, to the 
wars that are bringing bloodsheds to Mon-
tréal and Toronto: “driving on Route 106 
means to go back to the source of the glo-
bal phenomenon of the 'ndrangheta”.
Undercover agents, sons of innocent vi-
ctims, fourth generation criminals that 
only know violence, corrupt officials and 
cleaned-up businessmen lead us down 
the route that generated one of the most 
powerful criminal organizations on the 
planet. An organization capable of cele-
brating ancestral rituals of a crying Virgin 
Mary while pulling off reckless financial 
international operations worth million of 
euros.
Route 106 is a journey in the history and 
psicogeography. Deciphering the minds of 
the ‘ndrangheta affiliates is its end point.

ANTONIO  TAL IA

Route 106
Italy’s ’NdraNgheta hIghway

sIxty-FIve MIles oF Blood, death, aNd 
orgaNIzed CrIMe

NON FICTION - REPORTAGE
200 pages

A JoUrney throUgh the secret 
roAds oF the 'NDRANGHETA, 
the most PowerFUl mAFiA-tyPe 
orgAniZed crime groUP At A 
gloBAl leVel.

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE
RIGHTS SOLD TO: 
Grasset / France

Blessing Verlag / Germany 
Wydawnictwo Czarne / Poland

Cser Kiado / Hungary

“ In  the  very  crowded cata logue of 
« ’ndrangheto logy»,  Route  106 is  a  book 
that  can  speak even  to  neophytes  and 
to  those  who are  not  fans  o f  th is  genre . 
I t ’ s  c lear  f rom the  narrat ive  cho ice : 
the  arch i tecture  o f  a  t rave l  s tory ,  the 
ident i f i cat ion  o f  a  map for  the  or ientat ion 
a long  the  road . ”  la Repubblica

“Route  106 is  I ta ly ,  I ta ly  in  the  wor ld . ”  
Tuttol ibri  /  La Stampa



BACKLIST TITLE
may 2021

This book is the story of a long friendship 
born in 1986 when, at the World Cup in 
Mexico, Diego Maradona led an arguably 
modest national team to victory. A friend-
ship that was consolidated the following 
year - when Napoli won the first Scudetto 
in its history - and which became even 
more beautiful and intimate when stress, 
addictions, but also his rebellious cha-
racter refractory to any rule or convention, 
often helped push Maradona to the brink.
This is the faithful account of that bond, 
which Gianni Minà - as a great journa-
list supported by an empathy and inde-
pendence of judgment that should make 
school - recounted through the most be-
autiful articles he has dedicated to Mara-
dona over the years and three memorable 
encounters, during which Diego got na-
ked, showing his weaknesses and sharing 
his vision of football and politics – assu-
ming the two spheres are really separable.
Minà gives us the portrait of the greatest fo-
otballer of all time but above all of a com-
plex, contradictory, brutally honest man.

GIANNI MINA'
Maradona

NON FICTION 
194 pages

GIANNI  MINA'   / 1938
Gianni Minà (1938) is a journalist, writer, documen-

tary director, and one of the most beloved personali-

ties of Italian television. He wrote many books and 

reportages and he won the Golden Camera prize 

at the International Festival in Berlin. With mini-

mum fax, he published also The Story of a Latin 

Boxeur.

“ In  these  br ight  pages ,  that  reco l lect  the 
in terv iews of  the  journal is t  and  wr i ter 
to  the  Argent ine  champion ,  I  found the 
hear t ,  the  sou l  and  the  fury  o f  el  rebelde . ” 
HuffPost

“There  are  many books  ded icated  to 
Maradona,  but  the  one  wr i t ten  by  G iann i 
Minà is  “ the  book”  because i t  comes f rom a 
long  and rea l  re lat ionsh ip . ”  TuttoSport

“ Ins ide  th is  t reasure  t rove  o f  memor ies 
and  notes  o f  the  l i fe  o f  a  champion  o f 
journal is t ic  narrat ion ,  Minà concentrated 
a l l  Maradona-th ink ing . ”  Avvenire 



BACKLIST TITLE
november 2020

Since Sigmund Freud’s landmark question 
«what women want?», the issue of desire has 
been intrinsically linked to gender differen-
ces and, in particular, to the feminine. A fe-
minine based on the impossibility of answe-
ring to this very question, an obscure object, 
an “other” to wonder about. 

Raging from the objectification of women on 
television through #metoo, incels and sex edu-
cation to femicide, Elisa Cuter explores the 
current “war of the sexes” (or, at least, what is 
perceived as such) trying to overturn clichés 
and misconceptions of mainstream femi-
nism, and asking whether it still makes sense 
to reclaim an identity which is historically de-
fined as subordinate. 

Getting back to the concept of desire, Cuter 
mixes many things: personal essay, psychoa-
nalysis, philosophy, sociology, movies, pop cul-
ture. Trying to set up the modern meaning of 
the equation «the personal is political», she di-
smantles the false equivalence of discrimina-
tion with exploitation providing a radical cri-
tique of the moralism which permeates the 
current political discourse. 

Back to the Desire is an original perspective on 
fundamental topics of the ongoing public de-
bate, an analytic storytelling which connects 
apparently distant elements, but mostly an in-
vitation to leave the safe harbor of identity in 
search of more ambitious challenges and un-
settling questions, such as those put forth by 
desire. 

EL ISA  CUTER
Back to the Desire

NON FICTION 
250 pages

EL ISA  CUTER  / 1987
is PhD and research assistant at Filmuniversität Kon-

rad Wolf in Babelsberg. She’s editor at Il Tascabile 

(online cultural review published by Treccani) and 

she writes about movies and gender issues on several 

magazines. This is her first book. 

«These are difficult times for male/fema-
le and sex/society relations. The brilliant 
and restless mind of Elisa Cuter pushes 
us beyond the excessive sanification of 
the problem to abandon the patriarchy 
without losing our desire.»
Francesco Pacifico



NEW TITLE
july 2021

In March 1967, Brazil has been ruled for 
three years by a military dictatorship which 
has just banned the last stronghold of de-
mocratic opposition, the Frente Ampla. Still 
popular discontent mounts and it is the stu-
dent movement that brings about a wave of 
protests, systematically stifled by the vio-
lent repression of the policía militar. That 
same year, the release of Beatles’ master-
piece Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 
has a powerful impact on a group of musi-
cians who for some years have been looking 
for a synthesis between the great tradition 
of samba and bossa nova and the new pos-
sibilities explored by British rock and pop. 
Also in 1967, at the festival organized by TV 
Record, a sort of Brazilian Sanremo, the two 
most brilliant exponents of this group, Gil-
berto Gil and Caetano Veloso, go on stage 
with an electric band to perform respecti-
vely Domingo no Parque and Alegria, Ale-
gria. The initial perplexity of the audience 
turns into ovation. Neither Gil nor Caetano 
will win the festival, but what they achieve 
is a lot more: they have just decreed, live 
on television, the birth of that aesthetic 
and musical revolution that will go by the 
name of Tropicalismo. An authentic expert 
of Brazilian music and culture, Pietro Sca-
ramuzzo does not limit himself to telling 
the origins, birth and development of Tro-
picalismo, or the biographies of its greatest 
exponents, but reconstructs an unrepea-
table era of political and cultural history, 
in which the ferocity of a ever-more ruth-
less dictatorship and a capillary repressive 
apparatus was contrasted by an artistic fer-
vor and a freedom of gaze and voice that 
keep their subversive force unchanged to 
this day.

PIETRO SCARAMUZZO
Tropicalia

NON FICTION 
220 pages

PIETRO SCARAMUZZO
Pietro Scaramuzzo was born in Matera and now li-

ves in Lisboa. In 2012 founded the website Nabocado-

povo, dedicated to Brazilian culture. He interviewed 

the most important Brazilian artists. He runs yhe co-

lumn  «Tropicália»  on the magazine “Musica Jazz”. 

His name is included in the prestigious Dicionário 

Cravo Albin da Música Popular Brasileira, the 

archive of everybody who contributed to the worl-

dwide diffusion of Brazilian music.

GRAPHIC 
NOVELS



EL ISA  MENIN I
COSTANZA  DURANTE
The Armed Rose

NEW TITLE
april 2022

GRAPHIC NOVEL
220 pages

Langhe, 1943. Rosa Novaro is sixteen years 
old when she finds her father’s body lying 
on the snow.  A single gunshot in the back - 
just one - even if, judging by all that blood, 
you would not think so. Shortly after that, 
she will begin her journey, with her feet in 
the snow and in the mud, and with just one 
goal: to save her own skin and that of Gi-
sella and her unborn child, son of her par-
tisan brother. It is just when all seems lost 
that the two girls discover that they are not 
alone: other women live in the wood, wo-
men who take up guns and fight against fa-
scists and against all those who try to tame 
them. 

In this graphic novel, Costanza Durante’s 
delicate writing and Elisa Menini’s irresi-
stible line create the story of a yesteryear 
young girl but always timeless. 
A story of fiction, able to re-write the con-
tours of Resistance as we know it today, 
to underline the role of thousands of for-
gotten women who, during the years of Fa-
scism, chose the armed struggle, shooting 
like men, but often without the support 
of men. 

ELISA MENINI 
Elisa Menini was born in Rimini in 1990. She be-

gan her career in 2009. She is author and member 

of the group of comics autoproduction “Incubo alla 

Balena”. She published Nippon Folklore (Oblomov 

2019), Nippon Yokai (Oblomov 2020) and Nippon 

Monogatari (2021). In 2021 she won the Boscarato 

Prize for best artist. COSTANZA DURANTE
Costanza Durante was born in Milan in 1990, has 

grown in Naples and lives in Rome. Screenwriter 

and writer, she published two novels and currently 

works for cinema and tv.   

A GRAPHIC NOVEL ABOUT WOMEN 
WHO CHOOSE TO GET FREE BY 

THEMSELVES


