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MArK MiLLEr 

MIDNIGHT!NEW YORK 
(Minuit!new york)

An unpunished crime

An impossible love

A dArk secreT
Lorraine runs an advertising agency in Paris. Years 
ago she lost her father, a renowned gallery owner and 
art dealer shot down in Manhattan. 
Over the last while, she is being harassed and threaten 
to death by a mysterious individual who claims to be 
the murderer of her father.  
In New York, Leo, an artist, has just got out of prison 
for forging and selling fake old masters. A wealthy 
collector whom he scammed now wants him dead.

When Lorraine and Leo meet in Central Park, they 
both ignore that their destinies have long since been 
linked. And that their love is as unstoppable as it is 
doomed.
And still, one single choice can change your whole life!

All The essenTiAl ingredienTs  
of A besTseller cleverly reuniTed 

wiThin The pAges of This novel
•

A poignAnT love sTory & breAThTAking 
suspense & fAmily secreTs &  

endeAring chArAcTers
•

A fAbulous cAnvAs mAde of  
pAinTing & music references
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MARK MILLER 
An anonymous author…

Who is Mark Miller ?
The question is on everyone’s lips !

The mysterious author of Midnight! New York decided to keep his identity secret and has 
taken the pen name, Mark Miller. Even publisher and director of  XO Éditions, Bernard Fixot, 
does not know who is hiding behind it…  

« It is the first time, in my long career as a publisher, that I have been confronted with this situation, that 
could have come straight out of a novel. Several months ago in the United States, I was contacted by a 
mysterious individual who informed me he wished to keep his identity secret. He only told me that he 
was French and that he lived a few hours’ drive from me, and he asked whether I would agree to read his 
book. A first novel that he felt could be very successful.  
The following morning, I found a large envelope containing his manuscript on my doorstep. Amused and 
extremely curious, I plunged into reading. Right from the start, magic was at work. « Midnight! New York » 
stages characters with whom we can identify in an incredible brilliant story. Added to the suspense and 
the action is an emotional content of rare intensity. A master piece! An absolute marvel! »

« from The very firsT lines of The mAnuscripT, mAgic wAs AT work 
And i felT There wAs A huge commerciAl poTenTiAl  

for This suspense & love sTory
BeRNARd FIxoT

germAny : PIPER (on pre-empt)
iTAly : MONDADAORI (on pre-empt)
liThuAniA : Alma Litera
polAnd : FOKSAL  
porTugAl : ASA / LEYA GROUP
russiA : AZBOOKA ATTICUS
serbiA : VULKAN 



Nicolas Beuglet 

THE PAssENGER 
WITH NO FACE 
(Le PASSAGer SAnS ViSAGe)

AfTer his previous besTsellers  

- 1.2 million copies sold -  
nicolAs beugleT presenTs us  

wiTh his new Thriller  

“you’re noT The only one  
seArching for The TruTh”…

The anonymous letter left on her doorstep is more than a 
signal: it’s an electric shock. Inspector Grace Campbell knows 
that she has no other option left this time. She has to open the 
security door at the bottom of her apartment – and thereby face 
the secret that has been haunting her for so many years… 

The nail-biting suspense takes us from the isolated Scottish 
countryside to the depths of the Black Forest where the most 
chilling fairy tale of our childhoods is re-enacted. Grace 
could never have imagined she would be riding this train that 
appeared out of nowhere, having to confront the Passenger with 
no face… 

With this new gripping thriller, Nicolas Beuglet plunges us into 
the most terrible perversions of our society, raising the question 
along the way: what if, among the powers that run the world, 
faceless monsters are hiding? 
.

beugleT’s new chilling  & nerve-rAcking 
Thriller 

•
A TrAin, A pAssenger wiTh no fAce &  

A Terrifying socieTy
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Nicolas Beuglet  
is 47 years old. A former TV screenplay writer, Nicolas 

Beuglet has chosen to devote himself to writing.  
He published at XO Editions : The Scream, The Alliance, 

Devil’s Island and The Last Message. 
The Passanger with no Face is his fifth novel. 

In The Passenger with No Face we find out what is hidden behind the heavy security door of 
inspector Grace Campbell’s flat…
Grace has always been petrified by the possibility of being confronted with the secret shut away for years 
behind her security door. Until an anonymous letter points her to a new lead in the tragedy that marked 
her earliest years. Who sent it? How much can she trust the mysterious author? Grace launches into 
an investigation that will plunge her into terrible doubts: are her parents implicated in her childhood 
tragedy? Was the police failure due to incompetence or connivance?  What is the origin of that memory of 
a terrifying figure dressed in a strange, colourful costume watching her from the corner of her room? All 
these questions make Grace realise that her personal history is linked to a case that surpasses the imagi-
nation and yet which is all too rea.

In your new novel, you revisit the Grimm fairytale The Pied Piper of Hamelin, putting it 
at the heart of Grace Campbell’s investigation. How did that idea come to you?
The story about the Pied Piper was the one that most traumatised me in my childhood. I didn’t really 
understand why until recently, when I realised that firstly it ends badly and secondly, it is almost the only 
tale that doesn’t contain any magical or fantastical elements. Cinderella has the fairy, Little Red Riding 
Hood the wolf who dresses up, Tom Thumb an ogre, Hansel and Gretel a witch… In the story of the Pied 
Piper, the narrative is dry, factual – and therefore cruelly realistic. That made me want to find out more 
about its origin and that was when, to my amazement, I found out that the village of Hamelin had medie-
val records of the sudden disappearance of 130 children…  I had to tell that story.  

As in your previous novels, you base the story on real events to depict the dark side of 
humanity. How did you undertake that important research work?
The real event you are referring to is the most revolting paedophile scandal, which I actually had not 
heard of before accidentally coming across it in my research to flesh out the past of my heroine Grace 
Campbell. It is the German case of what is called the “Kentler experiment”: over a period of 30 years, the 
Berlin social services deliberately placed neglected children with paedophiles under the pretext that they 
would be loved by their adoptive parent. That fact is so crazy that for a while I thought it must be fake. 
Unfortunately not. There were two university reports about it. As well as reading them attentively, I also 
contacted one of the authors who said it was still difficult to measure the scale of the scandal because even 
today the Berlin authorities were blocking access to over a thousand files on the subject.  

I wanted to know how his research was proceeding but I didn’t receive a reply. I can understand: it’s a very 
sensitive subject that could, from what we are beginning to know, have repercussions in high places. What 
I cannot understand, on the other hand, is that no investigative journalist has ever delved into the story to 
expose how widespread it was… When it’s so huge. So, to reply more precisely to your question, I worked 
on this subject in the spirit of a journalist, to reveal that the worst can be committed with the knowledge 
and even the support of authorities supposed to look after us and our children.

niColas beuGlet • INTERVIEW



Nicolas Beuglet 

THE lAsT MEssAGE 
(Le Dernier MeSSAGe)

nicolAs beugleT presenTs us  
wiTh his new series 

An abbey and its wind-battered walls,  
a body mutilated in the strangest of ways, 

indecipherable scientific formulas... 
inspector grace campbell does not yet know 

that the last message 
is about to change the course of humanity.

Are you sure you wAnT To know The TruTh?

The island of Iona, west of Scotland. Great stretches of brown 
grass interspersed with black rocks. And, at the end of the 
“Street of the Dead”, the grey silhouette of the abbey. Behind its 
wind- battered walls, a resident has just been found murdered, 
his body mutilated in the strangest of ways. The police 
investigation is headed by Scottish inspector Grace Campbell.
After a year of sidelining, she knows that her career is at stake. 
When Grace arrives at the monastery under the driving rain, 
she pushes open the heavy front door and is met by the shifting 
gaze of the five monks who live there. All they can say about the 
victim is his name: Anton. They all know, on the other hand, 
that he had a secret study hidden away in the walls, a space 
strewn with scientific formulas...
What was Anton researching? Why has he been killed with 
such savagery? As she tries to recover her lost self-confidence, 
Grace does not yet realize that the solution to one of the most 
intriguing puzzles of mankind rests solely on her shoulders...

be warned... The Last Message might plunge you to the 
depths of anguish and insanity...

The mysTerious, soliTAry figure 
of The young scoTTish inspecTor, 

grAce cAmpbell
•

beugleT : The new voice in french crime
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Nicolas Beuglet  
is 46 years old. After fifteen years at the TV channel 

M6, he decided to devote his time to writing 
screenplays and novels. He lives in Boulogne-
Billancourt with his wife and two daughters.  

The Last Message is his fourth novel. 

In The Last Message, we meet your new heroine, Grace Campbell. Can you tell us something 
about her?
Grace is a young Scotswoman of 32, a police inspector in Glasgow. At work, she is known for her ability 
to laugh at herself and for her gentle approach: she has an astonishing empathy for victims, who confide 
in her freely. This great ability to listen probably comes from her solitary life – for Grace has chosen to 
live absolutely alone, without family or friends. Why? The reason for that decision hides behind a locked 
door in her apartment...

The starting point of your story is a particularly brutal crime, committed in a monastery 
on the little, windswept island of Iona. The victim is also a mystery...
When Grace turns up at this isolated monastery, all the monks are suspects. They can’t look her in the 
eye, they speak in hushed tones and nobody seems to know who the victim was. He was a resident of the 
community who had rented a room there for two years. All they know about him is his name, Anton, and 
his habit of holing himself up in his little room for hours on end, doing nobody knows what. The way he 
was killed, unprecedented in the history of crime, is proof enough that he was not just a random victim.

In all your novels, you plumb the depths of humanity. Here, you deal with the develop-
ment of human intelligence. Is it a way of exorcising your own fears and preoccupations?
It isn’t the shadowy parts of humanity that interest me so much as the ideas, phenomena and realities that 
shape us – or rather, deform and traumatize us without our even realizing they exist. I like to shed light 
on ideas that we do not talk about but which change everything. The spark that ignited The Last Message 
came from the observation, both fascinating and terrifying, that for over 20 years now, western human 
intelligence has been in decline.
Homo sapiens has been on earth for thousands of years and it is in our era that they are becoming their 
most stupid! Why now? What has happened? Is it just chance or the consequence of certain choices of 
which we haven’t realized the significance? Or, even worse, is it organized by certain people? The question 
is all the more pressing since intelligence is at the basis of our whole survival as a species. Just as a war for 
water is being talked about, this is a war over intelligence that is looming on the horizon...

Without giving away the plot, could you tell us more about this “last message” that 
involves the reader in mind blowing trains of thought?
It’s important to know that I write thrillers based only on facts – little-known facts but real ones none-
theless. The Last Message is based on scientific research that has been carried out in universities but which 
has not yet reached the public domain. In fact, I wonder whether that isn’t precisely because it is too 
unsettling. These discoveries are, as you say, truly mind blowing because they challenge all one’s beliefs – 
and when I say “one”, I mean “you” as well. So the only thing I can tell you with certainty is that this last 
message is likely to plunge you into a very strange state indeed...

niColas beuGlet • INTERVIEW



Nicolas Beuglet 

DEVIl’s IslAND
(L’ÎLe Du DiABLe)

ReVenge is A MAtteR oF MeMoRY

The body covered with a strange white powder… the 
extremities gangrenous…
A face frozen in a grimace of pain…

Sarah Geringën is gripped with horror when she sees her 
father’s body.  And is paralysed with fear when the pathologist 
gives her the key found in his stomach.
What if her father was not the man he seemed to be?
From murky Norwegian forests to icy Siberian plains, the 
former Special Forces inspector goes on a journey to confront 
a terrifying family secret. What will she discover in that old 
manor house isolated in the woods? Will she dare venture 
onto Devil’s Island?

Nicolas Beuglet’s new novel is a spine-chilling thriller that 
exhumes a horrifying unknown event from the depths of history 
and poses intriguing questions.

how much of our ancestors live in us, for better or worse?

A Thriller inspired by 
recenT discoveries & drAmATic evenTs

•
spine-chilling And Terribly AddicTive

PublIsHED 
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Your new thriller Devil’s Island begins where you left off in The Alliance: Sarah Geringën is in 
a sticky predicament in a prison cell… What is she doing behind bars?
Sarah has been imprisoned as a result of the daring and determination that characterise her. In her job she 
has a reputation of being cold and taciturn but with a formidable efficiency that makes her one of the best 
inspectors in the country.  Which is why the government had called on her to find out who assassinated 
the Norwegian Prime Minister in The Alliance. But at the most critical moment of her investigation, Sarah 
inadvertently caused the death of an innocent bystander whom she was trying to save. The circumstances 
are unclear and while the enquiry is being carried out, she is incarcerated. She is consumed with remorse 
and also with grief at the break up with the love of her life, Christopher.

Sarah is confronted with a murder that will shake her to the very depths, uncovering the 
pain of a past filled with shadows… 
When she learns of her father’s murder, Sarah is convinced it is the result of a burglary gone wrong.  
Her father was a peaceable man with a straightforward life. However, when she sees the terrifying sta-
ging of the murder, she realises he was not the man he seemed to be. His body is covered in a mysterious 
white powder, his extremities are frozen to the point of gangrene and his face is contorted with suffering.  
Stranger still, the pathologist finds a key in his stomach. What does it open? What terrible act can her 
father have committed to deserve such a death? 
For me, finding out that someone you love is not the person you thought he was, is the most anxiety-ma-
king experience. Especially if that shadowy area has repercussions for oneself… 

Your thriller deals with an incredible affair of revenge. A meal best eaten very very 
cold… And which takes us back to an unknown but chilling historical event.  What can 
you tell us about this, without spoiling the intrigue?   
One day I was helping friends move a small public library.  A history book had been left on a shelf and 
when I saw its terrifying title, I was immediately captured. The book described in detail a terrible event 
that took place somewhere in Europe during the 1930s. The facts were so appalling that I was certain  
I would find references to them in every history textbook and in large number of articles but in fact there 
were none! It is extraordinary that such an affair is not known all over the world, particularly since what 
happened there inevitably left deep traces in our collective memory.  

at the end of the book we finally understand the complex personality of your heroine. 
Devil’s Island seems to conclude a trilogy. Is that right?
As an investigator, Sarah is a woman who fights for the truth – but in fact, most of all she is fighting  
herself. Eaten up with a guilt she does not understand, she immerses herself in work, trying to make 
amends for an unknown sin. All while hoping desperately for a child. In this latter aim, Sarah will be 
pushed to the furthest reaches of her unconscious. What will she find there? The redemption she hopes 
for or a truth that will destroy her? Her inner conflict reflects our own: we all have to move forward in life 
despite the traumas we have inherited from our parents. I feel that the psychological battle Sarah wages 
with herself captures the question that propels everyone’s life: to what degree are we capable of, or do 
we want, freedom?

niColas beuGlet • INTERVIEW



Nicolas Beuglet 

THE AllIANCE
(CoMPLot)

A neW gRiPPing inVestigAtion  
FoR sARAh geRingen, PRotAgonist  
oF “the sCReAM” BestselleR

An island stricken by icy winds, in Norway on the edge of the 
Arctic Circle. Atop a cliff, the naked and martyred corpse of a 
woman. The country’s Prime Minister. Her hands grip a piece 
of white chalk. Below, on a corniche, the hollowed out head  
of a bull.
Faced with this crime scene, as terrifying as it is bizarre, the 
Norwegian authorities have no other choice but to call in Sarah 
Geringën, the ex-special forces agent and super-investigator 
who was in charge of the investigation in The Scream, Nicolas 
Beuglet’s previous novel. 
Sarah discovers that the victim was killed by sword and that 
between her toes there is a miniscule tattoo with the word “Etta”. 
While researching the crime she discovers that the same type 
of crimes happened… 2700 years ago. Soon after, she unearths 
a sanctuary beneath the Prime Minister’s house. Inside she 
finds a computer and the references of three women in charge 
of carrying out an incredible mission: restoring the power  
of women.
Next to the names of these women are three dates, very close 
together. This sounds like a guarantee of mayhem. Sarah is sure 
that these women are in danger. When she starts feeling the 
shadow of a killer hovering around her the elite policewoman 
understands that a deadly hunt has begun to stop them.
And keep men in power….

PublIsHED
MAY 2018
400 PAGEs
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A remArkAble Thriller  
full of AcTion And suspense

•
AfTer The ScreaM, nicolAs beugleT gives us  

A new Thriller wiTh An AsTonishing ending
•

And whAT if, long before men,  
women ruled The world?
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Nicolas Beuglet 

THE sCREAM
(Le Cri)

the DisCoVeRY oF A gReAtlY tAlenteD 
WRiteR
 
 
every page of the story raises the question of the meaning  
of existence and plunges us into our innermost fears

Psychiatric Hospital in Gaustad, Oslo. At dawn after a night of 
bitter cold, the body of a patient is found strangled to death in 
his cell, his mouth open in a silent scream. Rushed to the scene, 
the disconcerting inspector Sarah Geringen immediately 
senses that this case will be unlike any other…
The mysteries pile up: why does the victim have a scar in 
the form of the number 488 on his forehead? What do the 
indecipherable drawings on the walls of his cell signify? Why 
does the hospital staff seem so uncomfortable with the identity 
of this man who had been interned in the Gaustad Hospital for 
over thirty years?
For Sarah it is the beginning of a terrifying investigation that 
will send her from London to Ascension Island, from the mines 
of Minnesota to the heights of ancient Nice.
Subjected to a relentless countdown, Sara’s destiny will be linked 
to that of a French investigative journalist, Christopher, and she 
will discover, while digging up CIA records, a staggering truth 
about one of the questions that haunts each and every one of us: 
life after death…

The response, buried in top secret laboratories, might just 
be more frightening than the question!

A fAscinATing Thriller of  
rAre compleXiTy, inspired by  
reAl discoveries And evenTs
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“THIS THRILLER IS ONE OF 
THE BEST OF THE SEASON. 
ADDICTIVE !”  
FEMME ACTUELLE

“A PUNCHY THRILLER!”  
ICI PARIS 

BEstsELLEr
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THE HuNT 
(LA CHASSe)

“THERE IS A DARK PLACE  
THAT NO SUNLIGHT CAN BRIGHTEN…”
    
Full moon. 
A deer leaps out of the forest. His eyes are those of a... 
man. Chased! Hunted!
It is not an ordinary wild beast hunted in the Ariège 
forests...

Secret society, gangland killings & inflaming tensions in 
the suburbs.

On the paths of fear, Servaz’s life and honour are in 
jeopardy.
 

A SEARINGLY TOPICAL NOVEL SET ON THE 
PATHS OF FEAR

•
THE EXCESSES OF OUR TIME : MANIPULATION, 

VIOLENCE & REVENGE

a New MartiN servaz iNvestigatioN

BerNard MiNier : the Most-read  
thriller author iN FraNce iN 2020

8 Novels traNslated iN 22 laNguages 
4.5 MillioN coPies sold worldwide  

the Master oF oPressive  atMosPheres 

& griPPiNg PlotliNes!

BeRnARD MinieR was born in Béziers in 1960  
and grew up in the Southwestern France.  He now lives near Paris and 
writes full-time. Published  in 2011, his first novel, The Frozen Dead (Glacé), 
marks the beginning of the investigations of Martin Servaz and was adapted 
in TV series currently available worldwide on Netflix. 
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Bernard  Minier 

BerNard MiNier : the Most-read  
thriller author iN FraNce iN 2020

8 Novels traNslated iN 22 laNguages 
4.5 MillioN coPies sold worldwide  

Bernard  Minier 

Your new thriller begins with a staggering scene: a being emerging from the forest that 
looks like a deer but has the eyes of a human... Is this a way of setting the scene for the 
presence of mystery?
To be honest, this prologue is typical of what I like to do in beginning a story. It’s a sort of ritual or liturgy: 
a scene that immediately grabs the reader by the throat, plunging him or her headfirst into something that 
is both very anxiety-making and very mysterious. It’s a way of making the reader understand that this is 
going to be a bumpy ride, that I’m not going to give people time to get their breath – it’s a way of saying 
“Strap yourselves in for the emotional rollercoaster that’s just starting.”

You have doubtless never gone so far in depicting contemporary social ills, for example 
the discrediting of authority – particularly the police – the retreat into nationalistic 
ideas, conspiracism and ordinary racism. Does our society worry you to that point?
That trend was already started in M, le bord de l’abîme [M, the Edge of the Abyss] and La Vallée [The 
Valley] : I increasingly want to talk about the times, the society in which we live and above all its ills, the 
great dangers that threaten it – but in as exciting and captivating a way as possible. What worries me is 
that society has never been as divided, torn apart and violent...
We now have a culture of systemic confrontation. Increasingly large sections of the population no longer 
believe in anything or have any values to live by. They are drowning in conspiracism, hatred of others, a 
“kick ‘em out” mentality... There is also the question of the relation between the police and the judicial 
system and even that of the relation between democracy and the judicial system. Criminal groups are 
trying to make this country into a narco-state – with all the violence and corruption that goes along with 
that. In Toulouse alone there have been 32 fatal score settlings in two years. Then there is the question of 
racism. Can we say, yes or no, that French police and society are racist?
I don’t have a definitive answer to offer to all these questions but I bring concrete facts that enable an 
analysis : sometimes astounding realities and real data, as well as testimonies that are just as grounded 
in fact. Recently, every time I turn the TV on, I come across news that reflects what is happening in the 
novel – it’s incredible! Of course I intertwine all that with a story that I hope is captivating although I’m 
not too worried about that angle: I don’t think readers will get bored reading The Hunt.

Without revealing too much of the plot, the theme of the righter of wrongs runs all through 
your novel. is that a reflection of what you observe in real life?
It is clear that the justice system itself is powerless in the face of certain issues: juvenile delinquency 
(which is an important theme in the book), for example, the stranglehold that drug dealers have in cer-
tain areas, corruption, etc. In these conditions, there will be a powerful temptation for some people to 
exert justice themselves or to overturn governments that have been democratically elected. Whether it be 
people in the general public, the police, the judiciary or even the army. Another theme of the book is that 
of certain operations carried out by the French army in Africa. It’s almost inevitable that secret, clandes-
tine groups will eventually form to make up for the weakness of the establishment in dealing with security 
and justice. When I went to research this, I discovered to my amazement that some people are already 
preparing for the day things will explode by gathering together and arming themselves. And I’m not just 
talking about a few crazed survivalists...

beRnaRD MinieR • INTERVIEW
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THE VAllEY 
(LA VALLÉe)

“I THINK SOMEONE IS ACTING AS IF  
THEY THINK THEY ARE GOD…”
    
A cry for help in the middle of the night.
A valley cut off from the world.
An abbey filled with secrets.
A mysterious forest.
A series of terrible murders.
Terrified inhabitants who want justice done.
The accusations of a poison pen writer.
A community on the brink of chaos.
 

MANIPULATION, SUBMISSION & FEAR
IN A VALLEY CUT OFF FROM THE WORLD  

•
A HIGH-ALTITUDE  & CONFINEMENT THRILLER 

400 000 
cOPiEs sOlD

a New MartiN servaz iNvestigatioN

8 Novels 
4 MillioN coPies sold worldwide  
traNslated iN 22 laNguages

the Master oF oPressive  atMosPheres 

& griPPiNg PlotliNes!

BeRnARD MinieR BeRnARD MinieR was born in Béziers in 1960  
and grew up in the Southwestern France.  He now lives near Paris and 
writes full-time. Published  in 2011, his first novel, The Frozen Dead (Glacé), 
marks the beginning of the investigations of Martin Servaz and was adapted 
in TV series currently available worldwide on Netflix. The success of his 
ensuing 7 novels have made him an essential French thriller author.  
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Bernard  Minier 

8 Novels 
4 MillioN coPies sold worldwide  
traNslated iN 22 laNguages

the Master oF oPressive  atMosPheres 

& griPPiNg PlotliNes!

Bernard  Minier 

Readers have the pleasure of meeting Martin Servaz again in your new thriller,  
The Valley. What’s happened to him since Sœurs?
There’s been a big change in his life; he is no longer single. That has consequences of course – mainly 
positive but not solely – professionally as a cop and personally. And it really is a huge change because until 
now he had vowed never to share his life with anyone. So readers are going to meet a radically different 
Servaz, rejuvenated and happier – at first, at any rate… 

You chose an isolated valley, cut off from the world, as the claustrophobic setting for this 
eighth novel. Can you tell us why…?
I’ve always liked shutting my characters in. I know that’s a strange thing to say given what we are expe-
riencing but the novel was of course written before the terrible trial we’re currently undergoing. Just as 
the people in Iced or the teenagers in A Hell of a Story are enclosed in a valley or on an island – everything 
is infinitely more heightened, tense and dangerous when the characters are all shut up together and left 
to their own devices. Here, the valley of the title is cut off from the world because one side of a mountain 
has collapsed onto the only road into and out of it. I was interested to see how everyone would react in 
such circumstances.

Since then, as I’ve said, current events have caught up with me and as we all know, we are increasingly 
imprisoned and cut off from each other. The claustrophobic enclosed world of The Valley is an incredible 
echo of all the enclosed worlds that have been grown up almost everywhere.  In La Vallée as in real life, 
people can no longer go to work and children are deprived of school. I repeat that the book was written 
before.

The book also features an abbey full of secrets. Was this an opportunity for you to develop 
a theme of Good versus Evil?
I believe it goes further than that. This valley and little town are the reflection of contemporary society 
and culture. We are living in a terrible era in which too many people – not everyone, far from it – feel the 
need to judge rather than understand and to destroy those who don’t think like them, thereby creating 
enemies. The choice to set part of the action in an abbey allowed me to deal not only with this conflict of 
the past versus the contemporary era but also to talk about this terrifying obsession with purity that has 
overtaken us.

Your novel gives an important place to female characters – a doctor, a mayor and also 
a formidable psychiatrist. Is that a question of equality or a pretext for exploring the 
subtle relations between the sexes?  
That was absolutely not premeditated. It just came about like that: these female characters imposed 
themselves on the story as it developed and I have to say I took enormous pleasure in bringing them to 
life. But you have to remember that, since Iced, women have had the upper hand over men – with the 
Servaz-Ziegler duo, I had already taken a wicked pleasure in reversing the traditional male-female roles 
of these police partnerships in thrillers. 

beRnaRD MinieR • INTERVIEW
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M, THE EDGE OF THE AbYss
(M, Le BorD De L’ABÎMe)

Why does Moïra, a young French girl, find herself in Hong Kong, 
at Ming, the Chinese digital giant?

Why, from the first night, is she approached by the police?

Why does the Center, the ultramodern headquarters of Ming, 
hide so many secrets?

Why does Moïra feel constantly followed and spied on?

Why are violent deaths increasing among the Center employees 
- murders, accidents, suicides?

While she is just starting her mission at Ming, Moïra becomes 
convinced that the truth that awaits her at the end of the night 
will be more frightening than the most terrifying nightmares.

A novel about a world under construction, our world, where 
the power of technology and artificial intelligence authorizes  
the darkest scenarios. 

DIZZYING AND FASCINATING   
A THRILLER UNLIKE ANYOTHER

•
AN ABSOLUTELY CONTEMPORARY,  

MIND-BLOWING NOVEL 

450 000 
cOPiEs sOlD 

welcoMe to the darkest sceNario 

welcome To hong kong!
in The mosT secreT compAny in The world!

AT m... AT The edge of The Abyss...

«a thriller that talks about paranoia, manipulation, the impossibility of hiding  
in the modern world, the end of private life with the all-out development of Big 
Data and people becoming more and more technologically connected – and, above 
all it deals with those huge, opaque internet companies that now pull all the strings  
and dictate the rules. m, le bord de l’abîme is a contemporary thriller and above  
all not a work of science fiction.  I am describing technology that is already part  
of – and will be increasingly – our everyday lives but which people do not  
know much about.  M  is a novel about today’s world.» Bernard Miner 

Bernard  Minier 

N° 1 
ON FrENch 

BEstsEllEr 
list



Bernard  Minier Bernard  Minier 

Your latest thriller has a mysterious title.  Just the letter “M” and a phrase that seems to 
serve as warning : the edge of the abyss… 
“M” is the symbol of a mysterious firm, Ming Inc, an internet giant in the mould of Google or Facebook, 
but on the Chinese side…  These new Asian empires are called Baidu, Tencent and Alibaba, with the only 
difference that, in the words of Stanford professor Andrew Ng, a former Google and Baidu employee: 
“The Chinese know what Westerners are doing but not the other way round.” “M” is also a reference 
to Moira Chevalier, the heroine of the thriller – a brilliant young Frenchwoman recruited by Ming who  
discovers a terrifying world at the edge of the abyss… our world. 

Where did the idea to base your thriller in Hong Kong come from?
We’re living at a time when everything, absolutely everything, is changing. And it’s in Asia that things 
are moving most rapidly. I could have based my mysterious, disturbing company, Ming Inc, in Shanghai  
or in Hong Kong. When I happened to be there last summer, one of the Chinese mobile phone giants was 
listed on the Hong Kong stock exchange. And then it’s a city that has always fascinated me and that is a 
fabulous backdrop for a thriller. It is the highest city in the world and one of the most densely populated, 
with more than 7,000 tower blocks. It is a perpetual maelstrom that is like an incredible ant’s nest or 
termite mound. It’s New York to the power of a thousand. A city that is largely run-down, chaotic and 
anarchic. I went there in the middle of the rainy season, which made everything even more dramatic and 
oppressive. It was like being in the first Blade Runner with Harrison Ford ! Hong Kong is the city of the 
future. A nightmare in many ways.

Tell us about your heroine, Moira Chevalier.  What role does she have at Ming?
Moira has worked at the Facebook Artificial Inteligence Research lab in Paris. She is a young  French 
woman  of her time, overqualified, extremely competent and ambitious. She is also carrying baggage 
from a traumatic past and deep wounds that haunt her. She is offered a position working on DEUS, the 
revolutionary universal chatbot being developed by the Ming empire, powered by artificial intelligence.  
These intelligent virtual assistants, such as Siri or Alexa, represent the next El Dorado for internet giants 
and Moira sees it as a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be seized. However, once inside the company, she 
begins to find out that it is filled with secrets and shady goings-on. Some Ming employees seem to be very 
afraid. Others meet with violent ends – accidents, suicides, murders…

You highlight the incredible power of artificial intelligence through the story.  We finally understand what 
it is, and the truth is chilling…  
What interests me is the impact that artificial intelligence has – and will have – on our lives, our choices 
and decisions and how it’s going to turn our worlds upside down. It is disorientating, fascinating and  
terrifying… This novel can help us understand what is happening and what is going to happen; I believe 
it gives a clear signpost to what awaits us. To achieve that, I had to undertake extensive research and  
investigation. 

beRnaRD MinieR • INTERVIEW

M, the Edge of the Abyss is the enigmatic title of Bernard Minier’s new thriller. «M» is the 
first letter of Ming, a Chinese internet giant based in Hong Kong where the employees 
are involved in multiple crimes, accidents and suicides. Why? That is the question at the 
heart of  Bernard Minier’s novel.
The author researched the background to the book in Hong Kong by exploring the busi-
ness districts and the areas where prostitution and gambling thrive. He discovered a 
fascinating city that is the most densely populated, and one of the most secret, in the 
world.  
The story goes far beyond such themes: the author takes us to the heart of our brave 
new world where the power of technology and artificial intelligence lead to the darkest 
of scenarios.



 

 

NIGHT / 2017

AN INSANE CLIFFHANGER
A stormy night on the North 
Sea. Kirsten Nigaard,  
the Norwegian inspector,  
is investigating on a murder  
on the off-shore platform.
A few days later she finds 
herself in the office of Martin 
Servaz: the missing man is 
Julian Hirtmann, the  illusive 
killer that the police have been 
pursuing for years.  
FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION
AVAILABLE

ICED /2011

A BREATHTAkING FIRST NOVEL 
In the Pyrenees, the body of  
a headless horse is found with 
traces of DNA belonging to 
an infamously dangerous 
serial killer, currently locked 
away in a neighboring 
psychiatric hospital. A few 
days later, the first human 
victim is found. 

FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
AVAILABLE

THE CIRClE /2012  
AN OPPRESSIVE ATMOSPHERE
A surprise phone call  
from the past,  
a mysterious e-mail, both 
signs that the most twisted 
of all serial killers may be 
back… 

FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
AVAILABLE

DON’T TuRN OuT 
THE lIGHT / 2014 

PREPARE FOR THE wORST
What happens when 
someone takes control 
of your life and your 
relationships? And what 
is hiding in the darkness?
Don’t turn out the 
lights… and if you do, 
prepare for the worst! 

FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
AVAILABLE

A HEll OF sTORY 
/ 2015

DANGER IS NOT wHERE YOU 
THINk 
Temporarily abandoning 
the commander Martin 
Servaz, Bernard Minier 
delves into a universe 
where danger is not where 
we think and intimacy is 
an illusion… he brilliantly 
tells us a dark and tension 
filled story… A hell of a 
story.  

Bernard  Minier 

tV-sEriEs ON NEtFliX
wOrlDwiDE

N° 1 ON thE FrENch 
BEstsELLEr lists 

680,000
cOPiEs

550,000
cOPiEs

520,000
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610,000
cOPiEs

490,000
cOPiEs

4 Million   CoPies solD WoRlDWiDe
one oF the Best thRilleR WRiteRs in FRAnCe 

490,000
cOPiEs

sIsTERs / 2018
A NIGHTMARE wRITTEN IN 
BLACk INk 

A spouse, two sisters,  
three cummunicants...  
and what if the investigation 
from 20 years ago indicated  
the wrong man? For Servaz,  
the past, resurfacing,  
will turn into a nightmare.
 
«Immense, enormous, the forest 
streched out before them. Poor, 
fallen souls, I had to kill you...»
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bulgAriA: enthusiast 
czech republic: XYZ

denmArk: Lindhart & Ringhof
germAny: Droemer-Knaur

greece : Minoas 
hungAry: Gabo

indonesiA: Penerbit Haru
isrAel: Kennerit
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JApAn: Harper Collins Japan

koreA: Balgunsesang
lATviA: Zvaigzne ABC

neTherlAnds: Xander
norwAy: Aschehoug

polAnd: Rebis
romAniA: Editura Trei 
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us: St. Martin’s Press
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Rights solD in 23 lAnguAges
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An inteRnAtionAl Bestselling AuthoR

  PRAISES FoR BERNARD MINIER

• «Over the past few years, france has prOduced sOme Of eurOpe’s mOst 
sTriking And originAl crime novelisTs. bernArd minier is up There wiTh 
The besT»   The sundAy Times 

• «a super-accelerated versiOn Of a hitchcOck thriller, with thrills and 
shocks on neArly every pAge . . . minier reels ouT lurid, quick And dirTy 
prose, dirTy»   The specTATor 

• «Bernard minier’s nOvels cOnfirm his status in the fOrefrOnt Of crime 
ficTion’s french renAissAnce . . . A gripping reAd»  The Times  

• «NIghT, The Thriller ThAT will keep you AwAke.»   bernArd lehuT, rTl

A glossY teleVision seRies, ADAPteD FRoM "iCeD ", 

noW AVAilABle on netFlix in MoRe thAn 190 CountRies

KOREA



Xavier  MuLLEr
 
ERECTus
A FAst-PACeD & DizzYing  
sCienCe thRilleR

In the heart of Kruger Park, South Africa, animal and 
plant species are suddenly changing and turning back 
into their prehistoric form. Anna Meunier, a young 
French paleontologist, explores the region to trace the 
trail of contamination. But soon the very first human 
cases of regression are discovered. What was only a 
risky assumption becomes a global nightmare!
The infection dramatically spreads via poisonous rats. 
In New York, Paris, Geneva, from China to Japan, 
the homo-erectus with prominent jaws trigger panic 
among the population.
As States mobilize, anti-prehistoric militias are forming 
everywhere. Erectus try to flee the places where they are 
parked. At the UN, the debate is raging: should these 
erectus be considered as men? Should they be protected 
or should the population be protected from them?
Upon learning that her companion, Yann, is infected 
too, Anna embarks on a desperate quest to get back the 
love of her life. Until the very last moment, she will cling 
to the hope of saving the man she does not recognize 
anymore...

PublIsHED  
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ENGlIsH sAMPlE 
AVAIlAblE

 
DYstOPiAN thriLLEr

whAT if The love of your life  
Turned inTo A prehisToric mAn?  

whAT would you do?
•

whAT if we All becAme prehisToric humAns AgAin?

Rights solD in 6 CountRies   

germAny (heyne), spAin (plaza& Janés), 
JApAn (Take shobo), polAnd (swiat ksiaski), 

russiA (family leisure club),  
czech republic (Albatros media)

150 000 
cOPiEs sOlD 

iN FrANcE
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DARWIN’s ARMY

the eAgeRlY-AWAiteD seQuel 
to xAVieR MÜlleR’s 
BestselleR ERECTUS

the RetuRn oF the RegRession ViRus 
MoRe PoWeRFul AnD teRRiFYing thAn 
eVeR...
 
 
every page of the story raises the question of the meaning  
of existence and plunges us into our innermost fears

Everyone thought the nightmare was over: having transformed 
part of humanity into prehistoric men, the Kruger virus had  
finally run its course.
Seven years later, the world is once again in a state of terror. The 
erectus who were thought to be sterile are reproducing in their 
wildlife reserves. Dozens are being murdered daily while others 
are disappearing...
Who is hiding behind these deadly operations?
In Kenya, French researcher Anna Meunier tries to protect her 
partner Yann, who has been transformed into a prehistoric 
man. To her, erectus are ancestors worthy of respect rather than 
savage beasts.
However, the terrifying threat still looms. A secret organisation 
is behind a new wave of contamination. Even worse, it is 
kidnapping erectus from the reserves in order to mine their 
extraordinary abilities. Its aim is to create a new human race 
with increased powers that will control the planet.
This is the beginning of a truly hellish global combat...
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press prAises

« Beware! All-nighter guaranteed! Once you opened this book, no chance you’ll unhand it! » 
Sandrine Bajos, Le Parisien 

« A thrilling dystopian novel, […], a crazy storyline » 
Bernard Lehut, RTL 

« You will devour this powerful thriller that can be read like a chilling speculation about the future of 
mankind. » 
François Rahier, Sud Ouest



Olivier bal  

THE FOREsT  
OF THE MIssING 
(LA ForÊt DeS DiSPAruS)

A teRRiFYing exPloRAtion oF A ClAnnish 
AnD ClAustRoPhoBiC CoMMunitY RiDDleD 
With FeAR
Redwoods is a small, isolated town in Oregon, set between the 
Pacific ocean and an ancient forest of giant redwood trees.  It is also 
a town with a sinister record.  Every year, several ramblers disappear 
there without trace.

In the heart of the forest, a man lives in total isolation.  Here, he 
is known as The Foreigner… but his real name is Paul Green, the 
former journalist who had his moment of glory with the Clara 
Miller affair.  

One evening, teenager Charlie knocks at his door.  She is wounded, 
panicking, in terror after having encountered the Red Man in the 
forest.  She believes only Paul can help her – will he agree to put 
himself in danger to protect Charlie?  

While death roams the woods, rumour runs riot: what if everyone 
in Redwoods is guilty?

A cross beTween Thriller & goThic TAle
•

The reTurn of pAul green,  
JournAlisT TorTured by his pAsT
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A NEw VOicE iN FrENch 
thriLLEr

Novelist olivier Ball is 41 years old and the author of  
the critically acclaimed “Limbes” [Limbo]  

and its sequel “Maître des Limbes”  [Master of Limbo]. 



Olivier bal  

THE ClARA MIllER 
AFFAIR 
(L’AFFAire CLArA MiLLer)

A CuRseD lAke
A RoCk stAR hiDing out in his MAnoR 
A heADstRong jouRnAlist 
the BlooDY ReD CARPet oF CeleBRitY...

The body floated up to the surface of the water, like those of the 
other women. Six in total… This cursed place, in the forests of 
New Hampshire, is known as Suicide Lake.
Clara Miller was a journalist. Like Paul Green, the Globe reporter 
who takes up Clara’s case; they had known each other as students 
and she had been his platonic love. He is certain that she did not 
commit suicide.

A man intrigues him: Mike Stilth, the mega-pop star holed up 
several kilometres away at Lost Lakes. He has transformed his 
manor house into a fortress where he lives with his two young 
children, Noah & Eva, who know nothing of the outside world.  

The star is surrounded by a handful of loyal staff, including Joan 
Harlow, the dreadful publicist who guards his privacy and will 
stop at nothing to prevent any harm coming to the Stilth empire. 

Paul Green is patient, however. In his old, beat-up Ford, he 
unwearyingly circles the property, seeking to find out whether 
there is a road leading directly to the lake. 

when you have everything, when you are on the 
top, where is there left to go?  

 The dArk & hidden fAce of fAme
•

fAme is A cosTly dreAm, very cosTly…

PublIsHED  
MARCH, 2020
490 P.

M
ED

iA
s

“Hello anguish! Olivier Bal gives us a great show – fantastic, horrific 
and intriguing!” L’Express 

english sAMPle 
AVAilABle 



cai JuN is born in Shanghai in 1978, and started to write at  
22 years old. His novels met immediately with success. Today, known for 

his inexhaustible imagination and incredible sense of suspense, he is one the 
best-selling authors in China. Nicknamed ”The Chinese Stephen king”, he has 

published over thirty thrillers and short story collections. 

cAi JuN 

lIKE YEsTERDAY 
(CoMMe Hier)

An oRiginAl Puzzle  
oF DAunting CoMPlexitY
On 13 August 2017, Jiao Keming, a computer technology 
teacher at the Nanming high school, his wife and their five-
year-old son – who suffers from a congenital illness – are 
murdered in their apartment.  
Charged with the enquiry, the incorruptible Ye Xiao is 
assisted by Sheng Xia, one of the victim’s pupils.  Seventeen 
years old, red hair, a Thai box expert and formidable hacker… 
Suffering from a terminal brain tumour, she has vowed to 
avenge her teacher – with whom she had developed, before 
his death, a revolutionary virtual reality app called “Like 
yesterday”.  
Thanks to this new technology that enables people to dive 
back into their own memories and to explore other people’s 
ones, the righters of wrongs will uncover two cold cases.
In this gripping thriller that navigates between reality and 
the virtual world, the characters are like so many pieces of 
a puzzle that fit neatly together until, in the final resolution, 
the complete picture is revealed.  
The unlikely but very likeable duo of avenging angels 
represent a glimmer of hope in this dark picture of  
21st century Chinese society that teems with violence and 
unbridled capitalism – with all its catastrophic consequences 
on the environment and humanity – and the ubiquitous 
presence of new communication technologies…

A fAsT-pAced Thriller in The vein of  
«blAck mirror» series 

•
A sTriking porTrAiT of TodAy’s chinA

 
The new besTselling novel of  

The chinese sTephen king

CAI  JUN

THRILLER

COMME HIER

 
thriLLEr
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cAi JuN 

THE RIVER  
OF OblIVION 
(LA riVière De L’ouBLi)

Shanghai, June 1995

On a rainy night, Shen Ming, a high school teacher admired 
and appreciated by his students, is stabbed to death. A short 
time before, a young girl, one of Shen Ming’s students, had 
been killed on the high school campus.
In charge of the investigation, Inspector Huang Hai is 
unable to find a link between all these crimes. Each new 
answer leads to a new question. As if clarity was in itself an 
illusion … 
Nine years later, in October 2004, a gifted young boy,  
Si Wang, is adopted by Shen Ming’s ex-fiancée, a very rich 
woman whose social status allows her a lot of power. At this 
same moment, new murders take place in the city.
And what if the child held the secret to these serial murders?
And what if he was the reincarnation of the professor who 
had come back for revenge?
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Rights solD in 10 CountRies 
english, czech, germAn, koreAn, 

serbiAn, slovAkiAn, ThAi, Turkish, 
vieTnAmese, JApAnese 

A Thriller plAying wiTh  
The edges of reAliTy reminiscenT  

of souTh AmericAn liTerATure
•

A sTriking porTrAiT of TodAy’s chinA, 
where success hAs become A core vAlue 

And corrupTion infilTrATe All sociAl 
relATions

liFe & DeAth & the PeRFeCt ReVenge 



guillaume Musso 

AN APARTMENT  
IN PARIs 
(un APPArteMent à PAriS)

ARt is A lie thAt tells the tRuth…

A MAN, A WOMAN, A SECRET…  
A MYSTERIOUS APARTMENT  
IN THE HEART OF PARIS…
Paris, an artist’s workshop hidden at the end  
of a lush green alleyway. Madeline has rented it to 
allow herself some rest and isolation. Due to a 
misunderstanding the young cop from London sees 
Gaspard, a misanthropic author who has come from 
the United States to write in solitude, arrive on her 
doorstep. These two hyper-sensitive souls are forced 
to cohabitate for a few days. The workshop was once 
owned by the famous painter Sean Lorenz and still 
exudes his passion for colors and light. Overcome by 
the assassination of his young son, Lorenz had died the year 
before their arrival and had left behind three paintings, which have 
since disappeared. Fascinated by his genius and intrigued by his fatal 
destiny, Madeline and Gaspard decide to join forces in order to recover 
these supposedly extraordinary paintings.
But to uncover the real secret of Sean Lorenz they will first have to 
face their own demons in a tragic investigation that will change them 
forever.

An addictive and captivating thriller carried by profoundly human 
characters. A vertiginous jump into the mysterious world of creation.

guillauMe Musso  
is a phenomenon. Through his 
fourteen novels, translated the world 
over, this 43-year-old has conquered 
the hearts of millions of readers, and 
has imposed an original style, where 
suspense and emotion are closely 
woven together.
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“A total triumph. A book of maturity and audacity.” RTL

“A fast paced-intrigue that keeps you turning the pages until the end.” 
FRANCE 5

“Addictive.” MARIE CLAIRE

“His most intoxicating novel. [...] An intense, diabolical thriller that strings 
you along so as to better unnerve you. [...] psychologically mastered 
characters, multi-level intrigue and unbearable suspense.” TERRAFEMINA



14 bestsellers in 14 years!

30 Million copies  
sold worldwide

Albania bota 

Azerbaidjan Qanun Publishing

bosnia-Herzegovina Herzegovina Izdavaštvo

brazil Verus 
bulgaria Itzok Zapad 
China Hachette Phoenix 

Croatia Fokus 

Czech Republic Motto Albatros 

Denmark lindhart & Ringhof

Estonia Ersen

Germany Pendo 
Georgia Palitra l
Greece Kastaniotis 
Hungary Park Kiado
Indonesia Penerbit Haru

Italy la Nave di Teseo

Israel Kinneret 
Japan shueisha 
Korea balgungsesang 
latvia Zvaigzne AbC 
lebanon sama 

lithuania baltos Iankos 
Macedonia Toper
Montenegro Nova Knjiga 
Netherlands A.W. bruna 

Norway Pantagruel 
Poland Albatros 
Portugal Planeta Portugal
Romania Allfa 
Russia Eksmo 
serbia Vulkan 

slovakia Albatros Media 

spain Penguin Random House

slovenia Desk 
sweden Damm Forlag
Taiwan Crown 
Thailand Amarin 
Turkey Koridor 
uK Gallic 

ukraine Hemiro
Vietnam Nha Nam

“A little mysterious, a lot romantic and plenty entertaining.” COSMOPOLITAN (Uk)

“The roads to suspense are endless. And surprising… Central Park is a face-paced psychological thriller full of twists.”  
L’ESPRESSO (Italy)

“we put the pieces together to discover another mystery. One thrilling story leads to another.”  SISA NEwS People (korea)

Praise for Guillaume Musso in France and abroad!

sold in 41 languages!

ON thE  
tOP 10 BEst-
sEllEr list 
iN gErMANY 
FOr 11 wEEKs 



histOricAl crime NOVEl

VOluME 3

heNri lœveNBruck  
was born in Paris in 1972. 

writer, musician and 
lyricist, he is the author of 
over fifteen novels widely 

translated.  
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henri lœvenbruck

THE MuRDERER OF 
THE RuE VOlTAIRE
(L’ASSASSin De LA rue VoLtAire)

A neW gABRiel jolY inVestigAtion

  
soMetiMes the CoMéDie-FRAnçAise 
tuRns BlooDY 

Paris, August 1789 
On one end, The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen 
is being drafted… On the other end, people are assassinated…

Behind the curtains of the Comédie-Française, bodies are horribly mutilated. 
The shadow of a dark man...
Actors, spectators, revolutionaries, the suspects are all over …

An infernal  hunt!

The nascent revolution is continuing to shake the whole of France.  In Paris, the 
mysterious Wolf of the Cordeliers – whom had been thought dead – reappears 
in the alleyways of notorious neighbourhoods.  As for Gabriel Joly, young 
investigative journalist, he is taken over by a strange case of murders in the   
Comédie Française. 
Aided by this faithful friend, the extraordinary pirate Récif, Gabriel will carry 
out a secret investigation with his usual sagacity.  Real and false testimonies, hot 
pursuits : will he succeed in unmasking the author of these odious crimes?  And 
what is the Wolf of the Cordeliers himself became his best ally?

A greAT hisToricAl novel,  
fAsT-pAced & gripping

•
gAbriel Joly conducTs  

A new high-risk invesTigATion 
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THE WOlF OF THE 
CORDElIERs
(Le LouP DeS CorDeLierS)

A DiVe into the MYsteRious BACkstAge oF 
the FRenCh ReVolution...

In May 1789, a wind of revolt blows in Paris. Gabriel Joly, brilliant 
young provincial, goes to the capital where he dreams of becoming 
the greatest journalist of his time. His first challenge: to unmask the 
Wolf of the Cordeliers, this terrifying vigilante who, at night, holds a 
wolf on a leash and commits bloody murders to protect women in the 
streets of Paris...
His investigations lead Gabriel Joly on the trail of the great actors 
of the just-starting Revolution: Danton, Desmoulins, Mirabeau, 
Robespierre, but also the mysterious young woman Théroigne de 
Méricourt and the Masonic lodge of the Nine Sisters...
On July 14, a man discreetly escapes from the Bastille prison, the 
same day it capitulates. Will Gabriel Joly discover the true identity of 
the Wolf of the Cordeliers, and reveal one of the largest plots of the 
French Revolution?

THE RED HAND MYsTERY
(Le MyStère De LA MAin rouGe)

the tuRMoil oF the FRenCh ReVolution

July 1789. As Parisian revolutionaries storm the Bastille, brilliant 
young journalist Gabriel Joly – newly arrived in the capital – makes 
the greatest discovery of his new career. He has uncovered the identity 
of the Wolf of the Cordeliers, a mysterious vigilante who haunts the 
streets of Paris at night… However, just as he is about to be foiled, the 
Wolf disappears!

A high-speed pursuit ensues that will take Gabriel Joly to the Corsican 
scrublands on the trail of the Red Hand, a strange secret society whose 
members have connections with the Revolution raging in the capital.  

A compelling sAgA beTween criminAl 
invesTigATion & greAT hisTory

•
 gripping hisToricAl Thrillers

in The vein of AleXAndre dumAs
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Mireille calmel

THE CATHAR sHE-WOlF
(volume 2 )

the MYsteRY oF the CAthARs 
MuRDeR, ReVenge, BetRAYAl & PAssion.   

1229.  Montmartre Abbey.

For two years, beautiful, brazen Griffonelle has been languishing in 
her convent, far from the young king who is passionately in love with 
her as well as the legendary gold mine in Cathar country to which she 
holds the secret.  

While the king, determined to seize the incredible treasure, prepares 
to launch a last attack on the fortress of Cabaret, Griffonelle escapes 
from her prison and manages to reach the Black Mountain.  
However, she is not the only one to be awaiting revenge…

In the entrails of the mountain, a faceless man is biding his time.  
The time when the present will meet the resurfaced past in a terrible 
clash with the Cathar She-Wolf…
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Mireille calMel,
born in 1964, has been writing since 
the age of eight. Like many authors, 

her writing career started discreetly, 
with songs, short stories, plays. Then, 

she took several years to write her 
first novel, Eleanor’s Bed (XO, 2002), 

the success of which was like a 
fairytale come true for Mireille. She has 

published a total of 9 novels with XO,  
all of which have been best-sellers. 
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MirEiLLE 
cAlMEl’s NOVEls

3 MiLLiON cOPiEs 
•

14 lANguAgEs

suspense & love   
ploT TwisTs & A specTAculAr finAle



Mireille calmel

THE CATHAR sHE-WOlF
(Volume 1)

A ColouRFul BlenD oF ReVenge & PAssion 

Paris, November 1226, several days before the coronation of St Louis…

The impulsive Griffonelle, a 16-year-old thief, witnesses her mother’s 
savage murder in broad daylight.  Suspicion quickly falls on Amaury de 
Montfort, the son of the man who led the brutal crusade in Occitanie 
and burnt hundreds of Cathars at the stake.  What was the reason 
for this terrible crime – Occitanie is far away and Griffonelle knows 
nothing about the Cathar religion?  

The young woman becomes Montfort’s new target; he hunts her down, 
demanding that she give him a map of which she has never even heard 
– a map sought by the king’s coterie that leads to a secret gold mine in 
the heart of the Black Mountain in Occitanie.

If she is to escape this man and survive, Griffonelle must rapidly find 
out what her mother was hiding – all while murders multiply among 
the king’s entourage and a woman’s ruthless vengeance hovers over her.  

A woman whose name is forever cursed: the Cathar She-Wolf.
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Mireille calMel,
born in 1964, has been writing since 
the age of eight. Like many authors, 

her writing career started discreetly, 
with songs, short stories, plays. Then, 

she took several years to write her 
first novel, Eleanor’s Bed (XO, 2002), 

the success of which was like a 
fairytale come true for Mireille. She has 

published a total of 9 novels with XO,  
all of which have been best-sellers. 
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MirEiLLE 
cAlMEl’s NOVEls

3 MiLLiON cOPiEs 
•

14 lANguAgEs

murders, pAssionATe love & beTrAyAls

plunge inTo The heArT of  
The mysTerious cAThArs



christiAN JAcQ 

THE GOlDEN  
WOMAN 
THE MIRACulOus lIFE 
OF PHARAOH QuEEN 

HATsHEPsOuT

(LA FeMMe D’or)

“You WeRe MADe to Reign, MY DAughteR…”

Hatshepsut is one of the most famous queens of Egypt, 
whose life was a series of miracles that would give her 
a legendary place in history. The beautiful, intelligent 
daughter of Tuthmosis, she becomes regent of the 
kingdom after the death of her husband, Tuthmosis II, 
and is then appointed Pharoah while her son, Tuthmosis III, is too 
young to reign. For the first and only time, Egypt has two kings at 
the same time: a woman and a child.
By carrying out the Supreme Role, Hatshepsut becomes Man, 
without losing any of her femininity. Married to Egypt, for 15 
years she safeguards its power and prosperity.   .
With the help of her astronomer friend Senenmut, she foils all 
conspiracies. All that remains is for her to fulfil her finest dream: 
to discover the great secret of alchemy that will make her into the 
golden woman… 

“Following her father’s teachings, Hatshepsut fulfills her own 
destiny. Faced with this being of light, this female sun, this woman 
with a golden face, her childhood friend Senenmut knows that she 
will henceforth be forever unreachable. Yet he will always love her.”
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christiaN JacQ, 
declared one day that his 

greatest happiness was 
to write on the banks 

of the Nile... A beautiful 
summary of a passion that 
took him over very young, 

after he discovers Egypt 
aged thirteen, through his 

readings. His novels are now 
translated into 29 languages.



christiAN JAcQ 

EGYPT
THE lAsT HOPE 
THE HEROIC lIFE OF THE HIGH 

PRIEsT PETOsIRIs 

“You Who ARe liVing on the eARth, APPRoACh 
MY eteRnAl Resting PlACe. i Will guiDe You  
on the PAth oF liFe.” 
insCRiPtion on the toMB oF PetosiRis  

324 B.C. Ancient Egypt is a mere shadow of what it once 
was ; the two lands, North and South, are occupied by 
the Persians, cunning and cruel invaders determined to 
destroy the civilisation of the Pharaohs. There is one town 
that refuses to surrender, however: Hermopolis, the city 
of Thoth, god of wise men and scribes. At its head, the 
High Priest Petosiris and his wife. The couple, known and 
respected by all Egyptians, organise a shadow army and, 
with a network of resistance fighters, an uprising is planned 
as a prelude to a nationwide revolt.  

By following in Thoth’s footsteps, Petosiris becomes not 
only a hero and symbol of the struggle against brutal 
oppression but also a great sage for all his contemporaries. 
For Thoth, god of Knowledge and wielder of formulas of 
magic and power, is the master of precision and conveyer 
of creative light to humans.  

Petosiris and his wife decide to go to the very end in this 
terrible combat – better to die than to live as slaves… But 
what if a miracle occurred? A miracle named Alexander 
the Great who would finally give Egypt back its peace and 
freedom.
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BETRAYALS, STRATAGEMS, CONSPIRACIES

•
 A FAST PACED THRILLER SET  

IN THE HEART OF ANCIENT EGYPT



SKIP TO CONTENT

christian JAcQ
 

HOREMHEb
tHe return oF tHe LiGHt

(Le retour De LA LuMière)

the extRAoRDinARY DestinY oF A sCRiBe  
Who BeCAMe PhARAoh

Horemheb contemplated the Great Royal Wife, haloed by the golden 
light of the setting sun. An almost unreal beauty.
- Come on, she demanded, getting up.
Squeezing her hand very hard, she took him to the edge of the terrace.
- What can you see, my king?
In the light of the West, the shapes of the pyramids erected by the pharaohs 
of the golden age were outlined.
- Our ancestors built eternity, said the queen, and we must continue their 
work. What Akhenaton tried to destroy, you need to strengthen!

In the city of the sun of Akhenaten, Horemheb is a royal scribe, with 
no particular power. At the death of Akhenaten, thanks to his talents 
as a strategist, he avoids a civil war between the supporters of Aton, the 
unique God, and the followers of the return to tradition.
Under the reign of the young Tutankhamun, Horemheb was appointed 
commander-in-chief of an army that no longer exists and that he is 
reforming. He manages, both by diplomatic and military means, to 
avoid an invasion of the Hittites, the ancestors of the Turks. On the 
death of Tutankhamun, victim of an Atonian plot, the young widow of 
the latter tries to sell the country to the Hittites. Horemheb prevents 
disaster by removing the Hittite prince who came to marry the traitor.
It is not he who succeeds Tutankhamun, to whom he was always loyal, 
but Aÿ, an old courtier, whose program is to do nothing. Four years of 
immobility and degradation.
At the death of Aÿ, Horemheb, whose first wife was the victim of an 
attack, finally becomes pharaoh. He is fortunate enough to marry a 
remarkable Great Royal Wife, who has the same sense of the state as 
he does. Horemheb constantly fights against the Azeri party that wants 
to regain power and that will stop at nothing to achieve it. He will 
nevertheless manage to overcome these plots and jolts in the end.
Author of religious, economic and social reforms, Horemheb 
reestablished a golden age, as testified by his tomb of the Valley of the 
Kings.
 The eXTrAordinAry desTiny

of The scribe who prevenTed egypT  
from sinking inTo chAos
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christiAN JAcQ 

PHARAOH
(PHArAon)

the FAsCinAting liFe  
oF the FiRst PhARAoh

Pharaoh Thutmose III (1504-1450), who will be later 
nicknamed the Egyptian Napoleon, was a redoubtable 
strategist and fearless warrior. But the man was also a scholar 
who had at heart the constant improvement of the lot of his 
people. Madly in love with the remarkable musician Satiah, 
he was the first Egyptian king to be called Pharaoh. This 
novel tells the extraordinary life of one of the greatest kings 
of ancient Egypt.
Chosen by the gods, Thutmosis III was too young to rule.  
A woman, the famous Hatchepsout, therefore ran the 
country in his place. At the death of the Pharaoh Queen, he 
was forced to leave his dear libraries to exercise real power.
A great connoisseur of sacred texts, writer, botanist, 
concerned about public health, Thutmosis is confronted 
with a major danger from the beginning of his reign:  
a coalition formed in Syria has plans to invade Egypt.
The Egyptian Napoleon will have to conduct 17 military 
campaigns to reduce his adversaries to powerlessness. 
Intrepid, he will lead his professional army beyond the 
Euphrates, with considerable risks.
Wise, this pharaoh drew himself the scenes of the Book  
of the Hidden Chamber on the walls of his tomb in the 
Valley of Kings. A great builder, he notably built the temple 
at Karnak dedicated to the initiation of high priests.
Faced with adversity and the severe blows that destiny 
brought him, Tuthmosis never gave up. And his kingdom, 
inspired by celestial harmony, was of this world.
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pAssion, combAT, AncesTrAl wisdom & 

seArch for hArmon
•

The AdvenTures And secreTs of one  
of The greATesT kings of egypT

My name is Thutmosis, and I have built  
a world. A world with borders threatened 
by darkness and barbarism. A world that 
could have disappeared under the weight 
of greed, lies and mediocrity. But I fought, 
day after day, with the help of the gods 
so that the light could shine, and feed the 
humans.
And my kingdom was of this world. 

"

"

Rights solD 
itAlY, RussiA

50 000 
cOPiEs 
sOlD iN 
FrANcE



t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s        o f  i n s p e c t o r  h i g g i n s
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“This book reads like a great Agatha Christie 
novel and we are impatiently awaiting to 
discover the next adventures of this Inspector 
from Scotland Yard who takes as much after 
Hercule Poirot as he does Inspector Colombo.”   
LE DAUPHINé LIBéRé

christian JAcQ 

CARbON FOOTPRINT
(L’eMPreinte CArBon)
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cozy crime 
series

in addition to his fantastic novels about 
ancient egypt, christian Jacq is also the 
author of a cult series, The investigations 
of inspector higgins, which has captivated 
thousands of readers. 
in this new novel, it all starts with a 
poisoning at an awards ceremony. An illustrious 
mathematician is wrongly accused on the basis 
of a false testimony. The investigation is sloppy. 
A nice scandal on the horizon, unless higgins 
untangles the threads of an enigma.
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> 4 titlEs PEr YEAr  
> 41 titlEs AlrEADY 
PuBlishED

 
 
 

ABOut christiAN JAcQ’s 
wOrKs:
> sOlD iN 29 lANguAgEs
> MOrE thAN 30 MiLLiON 
cOPiEs sOlD wOrlwiDE!

900,000 
cOPiEs sOlD  

OF thE sEriEs

for daring to commit the mortal sin of defending 

carbon and carbon dioxide, professor gregory 

cloud is murdered at home by a hooded killer.

The investigation is assigned to higgins who 

finds clues in the victim’s apartment implicating a 

group advocating total decarbonisation.

Among the suspects are the founder of the ngo 

cold planet and a chinese woman who wants to 

save the world, under the directives of a supreme 

being. 

but is the wretched carbon really the reason 

behind professor cloud’s murder? 

up to higgins to find the real carbon footprint…

AbOuT INsPECTOR HIGGINs…
while seeming to enjoy a quiet retirement in his comfortable home full of souvenirs from 
the east, the ex-chief inspector finds himself regularly torn from his roses and readings  
of eminent authors in order to help scotland yard resolve particularly sensitive cases.
The only englishman who hates tea, a stocky food lover with a salt and pepper mustache,  
he is a formidable auditor who knows how to scrutinize the darkest corners of the human 
soul and extract information from the tiniest of clues. 



OKsA POllOCK

PROMIsEs OF 
TOMORROW 
(L’eSPoir DeS LenDeMAinS)

the MuCh AWAiteD RetuRn oF  
oksA PolloCk

In this new volume in the series, we find our heroine, 10 years later, 
dealing with the vicissitudes of power, facing the conservative old 
guard and the youth that wants to emancipate, eager for another 
world...
Oksa is finally back to Edefia!
After the Civil War, the Lost-and-Found Land gradually recovered 
from its wounds, thanks to the energy of its inhabitants, the young 
Gracious and the Runaways. Better days are coming, especially as 
Oksa and Gus are going to be parents.
But everything is not good as it seems. The allies of the cursed felons 
band together in secret to overthrow the Gracious power and the 
youth aspires to know The-Outside. The revolt rises, while, under 
the effect of climate degradation, Edefia begins to decline.
Stay and fight? Give up and leave? Threatened from inside and 
outside, Oksa and the Runaways will have to make crucial and cruel 
choices.
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YOuNg ADult  

thE NEw VOluME  
OF thE YA  

FrENch PhENOMENON
«OKsA POllOcK"

cATch up wiTh A powerfully 
seducTive & definiTely mAgicAl sAgA

•
A sTory filled wiTh invenTive mAgic 

& rich wiTh humAniTy

ANNE PlichOtA & cENDriNE wOlF

iNtErNAtiONAl  
tV sEriEs  
tO cOME
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ANNE  PLICHOTA & CENDRINE wOLF are the authors of the 
worldwide successful Oksa Pollock series. 

They have been writing together for almost ten years. Their 
novels and series have conquered a large audience around 

essential themes : identity, friendship, relationships.

Oksa POllOck

6 voluMes & 1 MillioN coPies sold worldwide
•

traNslated iNto 27 laNguages
•

a uNiQue uNiverse
•

a cast oF lovaBle characters & crazy creatures

THE LAST HOPE 
VOL 1

THE FOREST  
OF THE LOST
VOL 2

warNiNg: this series is Magical!

oNce you get to kNow oksa, you woN’t Be aBle to live without her,
or without the aMaziNg Pollock FaMily aNd the extravagaNt creatures  

oF their FaNtastic world...

THE HEART OF 
TWO WORLDS
VOL 3

THE EVIL TIES
VOL 4

THE REIGN OF 
THE FELONS
VOL 5

THE LAST STAR
VOL 6

«Oksa Pollock» is a breathtaking saga, with inventive magic and great human wealth, for readers aged 
10 to 15 years, written by two librarians from Strasbourg, Anne Plichota and Cendrine Wolf. Oksa is 
a teenager freshly settled in London whose life will change the day she learns that she is the heir to a 
hidden world that her family has had to flee and she is the only one who can save...



François-guillaume 
lorraiN

lOuIs XIV 
THE CHIlD KING 
(LouiS XiV, L’enFAnt roi)

the hARsh & extRAoRDinARY 
APPRentiCeshiP oF solituDe AnD PoWeR 

The childhood of Louis XIV was both unhappy and romantic. 
Crushed by his teachers, watched over by Mazarin who initiated 
him into the art of intrigue and taught him how to be a king, 
whipped by his mother Anne of Austria, who let him get away 
with nothing, his upbringing was draconian.
Sovereign at five years old, he found himself thrown into one of 
the most turbulent periods in the history of France. Parliament 
pushes him around, princes challenge him and the people invade 
his palace. Louis is both a capricious, stubborn child and a young 
king who must suffer his elders’ contempt in silence.
Before the rising of the sun had been a “little man” and the 
humiliated Louis’ sole ambition became to exert his power. 

A passionate writer of historical fiction, François-Guillaume 
Lorrain brings the private childhood of one of the most fascinating 
figures of French history. This childhood and adolescence was one 
of the most epic, painful and fascinating of any French statesman.

A greAT And finely orchesTrATed bAlleT 
AbouT The educATion of A king

•
how did The young louis  

become The sun king
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FraNçois-guillauMe 
lorraiN is a journalist and 

writer. Graduate of the Ecole 
Normale, lecturer in literature,  

he is the author of ten novels and 
non-fiction works. In 2019, 

he was awarded the 
Contemporary History Book Prize.
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“An authentic, extraordinary novel that retraces the 
early years of the future Sun king […] An intensely 
pleasurable and seductive read from the talented 
pen of storyteller François-Guillaume Lorrain.”
LE FIGARO MAGAzINE



Valérie Portheret  

YOu WON’T GET 
THE CHIlDREN 
(VouS n’AureZ PAS LeS enFAntS)

As she flicked through the entry-and-exit records of children 
taken into a chateau in the Drôme region of France during the 
Second World War, Valérie Portheret’s attention was seized by a 
detail: little “V”s added in lead pencil after a dozen names. What 
did it mean?  She was told that the names were probably those of 
Jewish children hidden in the chateau under a false identity after 
being rescued from a camp situated at Vénissieux in the suburbs 
of Lyon.  “V” for Vénissieux. That was where 1,016 foreign Jews, 
rounded up on 26 August 1942, were held awaiting “sorting”.

26 August 1942. In response to Nazi demands, the French Vichy 
government ordered the rounding up of foreign Jews in the region 
of Lyon. Early that morning, 1,016 were arrested and assembled in 
a “sorting” camp in Vénisseux.  
Night of 28 to 29 August 1942. Members of welfare organisations 
present in the camp managed to convince parents to sign papers 
abandoning their own children to the care of a Christian charity, 
the only way to save them from deportation.

Despite the mothers’ shouting, weeping and suicide attempts, 
108 children are separated from their parents and surreptitiously 
removed from the camp. At the same time, gendarmes take 545 
adults by coach to the station of St Priest – direction Drancy 
and then Auschzwitz, where the great majority of them will be 
gassed. In the following hours, the police launch a search for these 
children hidden in a former convent. In leaflets, the Resistance 
declares: “You won’t get the children”.

This is the untold story of the greatest rescue of Jewish children, 
destined for death, undertaken in France during the Second 
World War by an incredible chain of men and women working 
together.

A voice of remembrAnce And A homAge 
To The virTuous  

•
An eXcepTionAl hisToricAl documenT 

AccompAnied by phoTos of The cAmp of 
vénissieuX
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histOricAl ESSAY

After 25 years of research,  
historian valérie Portheret  

has recreated the rescue from the camp of 
Vénissieux and has managed to identify 90 of 
the 108 children saved from deportation, now 

living all over the world, collecting testimonies 
from many of them. This extraordinary story 
captivated public opinion at the time, forcing 

French government to refuse the Nazis’ 
demands to deport further Jews.



Mike horn

ANTARCTICA, 
THE DREAM OF A lIFETIME
(L’AntArCtique, Le rÊVe D’une Vie)

An inCReDiBle BAttle AgAinst 
the eleMents, the ColD, 
the WinD & the iCe
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non-fiction / Adventure

ProFessioN: extreMe adveNturer 

Mike Horn was born on July 16th 1966 in Johannesburg. During his childhood, 
he does much sport such as rugby, cricket, athletics, tennis, bike, etc. In 1991, 
he embarks on his first adventure: he explores the Peruvian Andes rafting and 
paragliding. Thus was he bitten by the adventure bug. 
Through his expeditions, Mike Horn, despite all incidents, loneliness and 
extreme conditions, has always been pursuing the one and the same goal:  
to feel alive, free, with and for other people. He deals with his challenges as if 
they were paths of wisdom. For thirty years, he has been delivering humanist 
messages, showing us the strenght of his values and mind. 

©
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Crossing Antarctica was my childhood dream. I decided to face this white 
immensity by following an unexplored itinerary, the longest that one could imagine: 
5100 kilometers in an almost perfectly straight path with, in the middle, a terrible 
obstacle: Dome Charlie, a mountain of ice.
To succeed in this crossing, I know I will have to beat speed records so as not to 
be swallowed up by the winter. People told me it would be hellish, a race against 
death. After three weeks on a boat to get to the continent amid icebergs, the 13th  

of December 2016 I firmly stick my poles in the ice, my skis are parallel and a 
256-kilogram sled is attached to my shoulders.
For a moment my heart tightens. I have a moment of melancholy. I think about Cathy, my 
wife, who before joining the stars, whispered: “Live for me, Mike, live for both of us”.  I will 
no longer turn back. I will look ahead. Armed with only my kite-ski and my calves, I am  
a long way from imagining the challenge ahead.

on february 7, 2017, at 22h50 mike horn, alone and unassisted, completes his 
Antarctic crossing. 5100 kilometers in 57 days in extreme conditions that pushed 
him to the end of his force.

MiKE hOrN 
thE grEAtEst MODErN-DAY EXPlOrEr

“That very day i took off on  
the most beautiful, the most difficult  

and the craziest of adventures.”
“i always knew that freedom was reliant  

on our inner soul.”



conquering The impossible

Publication : March 2005
400 pages

The 2 year  
and 3 month  
nonmotorised  
circumnavigation  
of the Arctic Circle.

lATiTude zero

Publication : March 2001
352 pages

The solo and 
nonmotorised  
circumnavigation  
of the Earth around  
the Equator.

schooled by fAr norTh

Publication : March 2006
180 pages

NORTH POLE  
WINTER FAMILY EXPEDITION
Mike Horn, his wife and  
their 2 daughters
crossed Bylot Island on skis.



reAching for The sky
Publication : October 2015
260 pages

A crazy challange: 
climbing four 8,000m peaks 
in the Himalayas in a row. 
No oxygen, no ropes ! Only the force of will!

FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION AVAILABLE

The norTh pole by nighT

Publication : March 2007
240 pages

The 2-month trek 
to the North Pole 
in the darkness 
of the Arctic winter.

MIKE HORN
6 titles

over 1.5 million  
copies sold in France



"To regain hope, we need to confront the reality of our world.

Some believe that our country is in decline, that the worst is yet to come, that our civilization is withering 
away. That only isolation or civil strife are on our horizon. That to protect ourselves from the great 
transformations taking place around the globe, we should go back in time and apply the recipes of the 
last century. […]

I am convinced that they are all wrong. It is their models, their recipes, that have simply failed. France 
as a whole has not failed. 
I am convinced that our country has the strength, the resilience, and the desire to progress. Its history 
and its people make this possible."

in revolution, emmanuel macron reveals his personal 
history and his inspirations, and discusses his vision of 
france and its future in a new world that is undergoing  
a ‘great transformation’. This is a remarkable book 
that seeks to lay the foundations for a new society 
— a compelling testimony and statement of values  
by a political leader who has become the flag-bearer for  
a new kind of politics.
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“Emmanuel Macron has stood up for liberal values. He put forward 
a vision for the important role that France plays in Europe and 
around the world, and he is committed to a better future for the 
French people. He appeals to people’s hopes and not their fears.” 
BARACk OBAMA 
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