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Hello from the 
The History Press
Another Autumn, another Frankfurt! We are attending Frankfurt 2021 
– or are least planning to, all things permitting. We hope to have the 
opportunity to talk to some of you in person, but if not, we can also 
schedule a Zoom meeting to talk you through our titles. Our Flint 
imprint is gaining momentum in terms of coverage and breadth of 
subject matter. These are books on ‘big ideas’ , books that offer 
solutions to the problems we’re encountering as individuals, 
communities and nations. If you have anything that fits our list –
please let us know.
Recent highlights for us include BLOOD AND IRON and CAST A DIVA,  
and FRIDAY IS THE NEW SATURDAY  for Flint.
Thank you for taking the time to read through!

Anette Fuhrmeister
Rights Manager 
Afuhrmeister@thehistorypress.co.uk



Flint Titles



'A remarkable achievement' - Stephen Fry

'In his book, Sapiens, Yuval Noah Harari gave us a portrait of our broad family history. As Far as the 

Eye Can See paints a picture that is more intimate, closer both physically and in time.' - Tristan 

Gooley, author of The Natural Navigator

In 2015 #thedress captured the world’s imagination. Was the dress in the picture white and gold or 

blue and black? It inspired the author to ask: if people in the same time and place can see the same 

thing differently, how did people in distant times and places see the world?

Jam-packed with fascinating stories, facts and insights and impeccably researched, A History of 

Seeing in Eleven Inventions investigates the story of seeing from the evolution of eyes 500 million 

years ago to the present day. Time after time, it reveals, inventions that changed how people saw the 

world ended up changing it altogether.

Twenty-first-century life is more visual than ever and seeing overwhelmingly dominates our 

senses. Can our eyes keep up with technology?

Have we gone as far as the eye can see?

A History of Seeing in Eleven 

Inventions

Susan Denham Wade

August 2021 £12.99

9780750997164

Paperback

216x138mm, 432 pages

32 colour illustrations 

World rights: Russian and Chinese rights 

sold

Susan Denham Wade has an MA in Creative Writing (Non-Fiction) from City University, where she 

was awarded the City Non-Fiction Award, as well as degrees in Economics and Law and a Harvard 

MBA. She lives in West Sussex

*Sample material available

Click to add text



Over 4.2 billion people live in cities worldwide.
By 2050, 68% of the world’s population will live in cities.

The future is ours to create.

"Claire Bradbury's beautiful book reminds us of the humanity that underpins our daily lives as urbanites." Leo 
Johnson, presenter, Radio 4’s FutureProofing

Published to coincide with COP26, Dwellbeing is the first book to take a holistic view of the way 
we live and work in our cities—a topic that is coming to the forefront of the global agenda.

For the first time, international sustainability expert and self-confessed urban nomad Claire 
Bradbury, explores the everyday actions that have the power to enhance our lives, and points to 
the leaders, creators and urban heroes around the world who are re-writing the script on city life.

Claire calls on us to stand firm on the 7 pillars she identifies as essential for fruitful urban living:

Wilderness – our restorative natural spaces: parks; canals; guerrilla gardens; and rooftop farms
• Nourishment – the fuel we need for life in the urban jungle
• Movement – physical activity and how we move through our city spaces
• Connection – to each other and our environment
• Dwelling – what makes a home feel like a vital space for, work, rest, play and love?
• Imagination – the powerful tools of art and culture
• Love – where compassion and empathy are encouraged to thrive

Dwellbeing

Finding Home in the City

Claire Bradbury

Claire Bradbury is an internationally renowned sustainability and wellbeing expert. For many 

years she has worked with HRH The Prince of Wales to engage public and private stakeholders in 

some of our most critical global sustainability challenges.

*Sample material available

October 2021 £20

9780750996020

Hardback

234x156mm, 256 pages

World rights



A groundbreaking book on how and why the status quo of the 5-day week must change

‘Fingers crossed that this book will shake up the five-day working week.’ - Sir Christopher Pissarides, 

2010 Nobel Laureate in Economics

Friday is the New Saturday makes a compelling, provocative and timely case for societal change. 

Drawing on an eclectic range of economic theory, history and data, Dr Pedro Gomes argues that a 

four-day working week will bring about a powerful economic renewal for the benefit of all society. 

It will stimulate demand, productivity, innovation and wages, whilst reducing unemployment and 

crushing populist movements. The arguments come from both the left and right of the political 

spectrum to show that a polarised society can still find common ground.

In the 1800s, people in the West worked six days each week, resting on Sundays. In the 1900s, 

firms began to give workers Saturdays off as well, realising that a two-day weekend helped the 

economy. In the 2000s, Friday will become the new Saturday, and we will never look back.

Pedro Gomes is Reader in Economics at Birkbeck, University of London. He studied for his BSC in 

Economics in his hometown of Lisbon and received his PhD from LSE in 2010. A leading researcher 

on public sector employment his work has influenced policy makers globally.

*Sample material available

August 2021 £16.99

9780750996846

Hardback

216x138mm, 288 pages

UK & Commonwealth rights

Friday is the New Saturday

How a Four-Day Working Week Will Save the Economy

Pedro Gomes



Planet Grief takes a revelatory new look at grief and how it is embedded in our psyche from 

our earliest moments

Grief is the stuff of life.

We are all grieving something. We grieve when our life changes – when meaningful relationships 

end, friendships break down, when we move house, when we change schools or jobs, and when 

our sense of identity and reality are under threat. We also grieve on a larger level – we grieve for a 

lost way of life and for our planet, particularly in these times of climate crisis, pandemic, fast-

moving technology, misinformation and societal division.

In this book, grief therapist Dipti Tait redefines grief – exploring her own experiences, both 

personal and professional, the science behind it and our complex relationship with it across the 

world. In doing so, she reveals how learning to navigate grief could be the gateway to building a 

more resilient and resourceful society, equipped to face whatever changes may come our way.

Dipti Tait is a respected grief therapist, mental health lecturer and ex-media producer at the BBC. 

She is frequently invited to be a guest speaker on TV and radio, including on ITV’s This Morning, 

Good Morning Britain, BBC Asian Network and Ariana Huffington’s Thrive Global. She recently 

featured on the BBC Asian Network podcast Deep, Down & Desi: Fresh To Death.

*Sample material available

October 2021 £18.99

9780750994644

Hardback

234x156mm, 224 pages

World rights

Planet Grief

Redefining Grief for the Real World

Dipti Tait



The fate of the world’s coasts rests on a knife edge as global warming melts ice sheets and 

glaciers from the Alps to the Andes. The choices we make now will determine whether 

oceans rise by a coast-swamping one meter by 2100 or whether we can save our coastal 

communities.

'An innovative wake-up call for action from the fragile front lines' Cristiana Figueres

The fate of the world’s coasts rests on a knife edge as global warming melts ice sheets and glaciers 

from the Alps to the Andes. The choices we make now will determine whether oceans rise by a 

coast-swamping one meter by 2100 or whether we can save our coastal communities. Can you 

move an entire population to another country? This is no longer a theoretical question, it is one 

that we must answer as entire islands, towns and countries are set to be lost to the seas. 

From the glaciers of Antarctica and the high Andes, to the small island states of the Pacific and the 

coastal cities of Miami, New York, Venice and Rotterdam - Alister Doyle tracks the thaw that 

threatens life as we know it. The Great Melt is a wake-up call for action on climate change. It will 

bring the thaw to life by focusing on the most vulnerable people at the shoreline who are already 

moving inland, on the scientists puzzling about what is going on, and on the ideas about how to 

limit the damage.

Alister Doyle is an award-winning journalist who has covered climate change for almost two 

decades. He has reported from about 50 nations in six continents, including two trips to Antarctica 

and numerous visits to the Arctic, and was the first Environment Correspondent for Reuters, from 

2004-19. He was also a lead writer for Reuters’ award-winning Project Greenland in 2018 and 

wrote the UN report, “The Heat is On” (2019). *Sample material available

October 2021 £20

9780750997843

Hardback

234x156mm, 256 pages

UK & Commonwealth rights

The Great Melt

Accounts from the Frontline of Climate Change

Alister Doyle



How going flight-free can save the planet - and change how you see the world

In recent decades, quick and easy flights have bought far-flung destinations within the reach of 

almost everyone. But at what cost to the environment? Around the world, flying emits about 860 

million metric tons of carbon dioxide each year, and until the outbreak of Covid-19, the aviation 

industry was one of the planet’s fastest-growing polluters. 

Now, with planes grounded around the world, it’s time to take stock of our toxic relationship with 

flying. Part climate-change investigation, part travel memoir, Zero Altitude follows Helen Coffey as 

she journeys as far as she can in the course of her job as a top travel journalist – all without 

getting on a single flight. 

Among trips by train, boat and bike, she meets climate experts and activists at the forefront of the 

burgeoning flight-free movement. Over the course of a year, she discovers that keeping both feet 

on the ground is not only possible but that it can also an exhilarating opportunity for adventure. 

Her book is brimming with tips and ideas for swapping the middle seat for the open road. 

Helen Coffey is deputy travel editor of the INDEPENDENT, following stints as a travel reporter at 

the DAILY EXPRESS and online editor of the TELEGRAPH's ski and snowboard section.

*Sample material available

May 2022 £15.99

9780750998567

Hardback

216x138mm, 288 pages 

UK & Commonwealth rights

Zero Altitude

How I Learned to Fly Less and Travel More

Helen Coffey



The History Press titles  



The return of the high successful biography of a modern legend by Alan Turing's nephew

Alan Turing was an extraordinary man who crammed into his 42 years the careers of 

mathematician, codebreaker, computer scientist and biologist. He is widely regarded as a war 

hero grossly mistreated by his unappreciative country, and it has become hard to disentangle the 

real man from the story. It is easy to cast him as a misfit, the stereotypical professor. But actually 

Alan Turing was never a professor, and his nickname ‘Prof’ was given by his codebreaking friends 

at Bletchley Park. 

Now Dermot Turing has taken a fresh look at the influences on his uncle’s life and creativity, and 

the creation of a legend. For the first time it is possible to disclose the real character behind the 

cipher-text: how did Alan’s childhood experiences influence the man? How did his creative ideas 

evolve? Was he really a solitary genius? What was his wartime work after 1942, and what of the 

Enigma story? What is the truth about the conviction for gross indecency, and did he commit 

suicide? In Dermot’s own style, he takes a vibrant and entertaining approach to the life and work 

of a true genius. 

Dermot Turing had a career in the legal profession before turning to writing narrative history, and 

he has written X, Y & Z and Reflections of Alan Turing (both THP). He is a former trustee of the 

Bletchley Park museum and is chairman of the Turing Trust charity.

*Sample material available

November 2021 £15.99

9780750998673

Hardback

216x138mm, 320 pages

100 B&W Illustrations 

World rights

Alan Turing Decoded

The Man They Called Prof

Dermot Turing



A unique showbiz act – tearing up phonebooks and bending steel bars – while wearing a 

fabulous evening dress and four-inch heels. Joan Rhodes’ story is a colourful tale, full of grit 

and glamour: the strongwoman who entertained on the streets and in front of royalty’ Katie 

Adie 

With her svelte hourglass figure and Marilyn Monroe looks, Joan Rhodes would leave audiences 

speechless as she bent steel bars with her teeth, ripped large phone books into quarters, and 

lifted two men at a time, one in each hand. But what she did was real. Joan had a superstrength. 

Born into poverty in 1920s London and abandoned by her parents, Joan endured spells in the 

workhouse and earned scraps busking on the streets. 

Despite the worst possible start, she made it to the top of her profession to rub sequined 

shoulders with the likes of Marlene Dietrich, Fred Astaire and Sammy Davis Jnr. Her crowning glory 

was to perform for the Queen and Prince Philip at Windsor Castle. Joan saw herself as a freak, but 

in truth she was a champion for the so-called ‘fairer sex’. At a time when women were still 

groomed for marriage and motherhood, An Iron Girl in a Velvet Glove tells the fascinating and 

tumultuous story of a woman who forged her own unique path.

Triona Holden is an author, artist and journalist with over twenty years’ experience as one of the 

BBC’s top correspondents and presenters. Her books include Queen Coal on the women of the 

1980s miner’s strike.

*PDF available

November 2021 £16.99

9780750996792

Hardback

216x138mm, 288 pages

Integrated Images

World English Language rights

An Iron Girl in a Velvet Glove

The Life of Joan Rhodes

Triona Holden



'Fluently written and convincingly argued, Blood and Iron is a brilliant account of an 

important period of history, and one that marks the arrival of a major new talent' Daily 

Telegraph

'The best biography of the Second Reich in years ... It will undoubtedly become the 

essential account of this vitally important part of European history' Andrew Roberts

'Splendidly lucid and readable' Neil MacGregor

Before 1871, Germany was not a nation but an idea. Its founder, Otto von Bismarck, had a 

formidable task at hand. How would he bring thirty-nine individual states under the yoke of a 

single Kaiser, convincing proud Prussians, Bavarians and Rhinelanders to become Germans? 

Once united, could the young European nation wield enough power to rival the empires of 

Britain and France – all without destroying itself in the process?

In a unique study of five decades that changed the course of modern history, Katja Hoyer tells 

the story of the German Empire from its violent beginnings to its calamitous defeat in the First 

World War. It is a dramatic tale of national self-discovery, social upheaval and realpolitik that 

ended, as it started, in blood and iron.

Katja Hoyer FRHistS is an Anglo-German historian. She was born in East Germany and read history at the 

Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena. She is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and a Visiting Research Fellow 

at King’s College London. Her essays have featured in History Today and BBC History Extra, and she also writes for 

the Spectator, the Washington Post, UnHerd, Die Welt and other newspapers on current political affairs in Germany 

and Europe. 
*Sample material available

January 2022 £12.99

9780750998598

Paperback

198x129mm, 288 pages

15 B&W Illustrations 

World rights: Polish, Chinese, Portuguese, 

US rights sold

Blood and Iron

The Rise and Fall of The German Empire, 1871-1918

Katja Hoyer



“Shining a light on the largely untold story of elite-schooled child and youth soldiers under 

the Nazi regime

This extraordinary book tells the previously untold story of what happened to Germany’s 

children during the Third Reich and WWII as seen from the unique perspective of a German 

family and through their collected documents.” Roger Rosenblatt,

me. Teachers were conflicted between educating children in good faith and the authorities’ 

demands to turn students into mini-Nazis, whether at common Napolas, or elite Feldafing, as 

experienced by Helene Munson’s father who was then sent to train for the SS at 17 years old. This 

deeply personal book explores the long-lasting effects of young minds brainwashed, when 

children were forced to sign membership to a party they did not understand.

Helene’s father’s sufferings cast a shadow over her own childhood, and after reading his wartime 

diaries she embarked upon a mission to retrace his steps and shine a light upon this taboo 

subject: what happened to ten million German children who attended Nazi-dominated schools 

and 300,000 German child soldiers sent into WWII. This is Helene's father’s story, but also the story 

of a whole generation of German children who silently lived with the shame of what was done to 

them.

Helene Munson has a Chilean-born father and a German mother. Helene grew up in Brazil, 

Liberia and Germany, spending most of her adult life in New York and Berlin. She has journeyed to 

over 75 countries, writes short stories in English and German, and inspired by her family history, 

her Masters’ degree was partly about the impact of armed conflicts on children.

*Sample material available

January 2022 £12.99

9780750998598

Hardback

198x129mm, 288 pages

15 B&W Illustrations 

World rights: US rights sold

Boy Soldiers

A Personal Story of Nazi Elite Schooling and Its Legacy of Trauma

Helene Munson



Call it ‘charm’, call it ‘magic’, call it ‘Maria’ - Dorle Soria

The new face of Maria Callas … is even more dramatic than how History (with a capital H) has already painted 

it.’ - Vogue Italia

Maria Callas (1923–77) was the greatest opera diva of all time. Despite a career that remains 

unmatched by any prima donna, much of her life was overshadowed by her fiery relationship with 

Aristotle Onassis, who broke her heart when he left her for Jacqueline Kennedy, and her legendary 

tantrums on and off the stage.

However, little is known about the woman behind the diva. She was a girl brought up between 

New York and Greece, who was forced to sing by her emotionally abusive mother and who left her 

family behind in Greece for an international career. Feted by royalty and Hollywood stars, she 

fought sexism to rise to the top, but there was one thing she wanted but could not have – a happy 

private life.

In Cast a Diva, bestselling author Lyndsy Spence draws on previously unseen documents to reveal 

the raw, tragic story of a true icon.

Lyndsy Spence is an author, historian and screenwriter who specialises in daring aristocratic 

women. She is the founder of The Mitford Society, an online community dedicated to the Mitford 

girls, and is the author of the bestselling biography The Grit in the Pearl: The Scandalous Life of 

Margaret, Duchess of Argyll

*Sample material available

June 2021 £20

9780750994194

Hardback

234x156mm, 304 pages

20 B&W illustrations 

World rights: Greek and Portuguese rights 

sold

Cast A Diva

The Hidden Life of Maria Callas

Lyndsy Spence



The true story of the Goering brothers – one a Nazi war criminal; the other an anti-Nazi 

resistance fighter

They were the most unlikely of siblings – one, Adolf Hitler’s most trusted henchman, the other a 

fervent anti-Nazi. Hermann Goering was a founder member of the Nazi Party, who became 

commander of the Luftwaffe, ordering the terror bombing of civilians and promoting the use of 

slave labour in his factories.

His brother, Albert, loathed Hitler’s regime and saved hundreds – possibly thousands – across 

Europe from Nazi persecution. He deferred to Hermann as head of the family but spent nearly a 

decade working against his brother’s regime. If he had been anyone else, he would have been 

imprisoned or executed. Despite their extreme and differing beliefs, Hermann sheltered his 

brother from prosecution, and they remained close throughout the war.

Here, for the first time, James Wyllie brings Albert out of the shadows and explores the 

extraordinary relationship of the Goering brothers.

James Wyllie is an author, award-winning screenwriter and broadcaster. He is the author of Nazi 

Wives (The History Press) and The Codebreakers: the True Story of the Secret Intelligence Team 

That Changed the Course of the First World War (Ebury). He has worked on numerous films for the 

BBC and Film4 and has written for a number of TV drama series.

*Sample material available

August 2021 £12.99

9780750997874

Paperback

198x129mm, 252 pages

30 B&W illustrations

World rights: German, Czech, Polish and 

French rights sold

Hermann and Albert Goering

The Nazi and The Renegade

James Wyllie



'Based on eye-witness accounts, Robert Pike’s moving book vividly depicts the lives of the villagers who 

were caught up in the tragedy of Oradour-sur-Glane and brings their experiences to our attention for 

the first time' Hanna Diamond, author of Fleeing Hitler

'Pacey and engaging ... A fascinating contribution to the field' Robert Gildea

'Pulsating with action and detailed stories' Rod Kedward

On 10 June 1944, four days after Allied forces landed in Normandy, the picturesque village of Oradour-

sur-Glane in the rural heart of France was destroyed by an armoured SS Panzer division. Six hundred 

and forty-three men, women and children were murdered in the nation’s worst wartime atrocity. Today, 

Oradour is remembered as a ‘martyred village’ and its ruins preserved, but the stories of its inhabitants 

lie buried under the rubble of the intervening decades. Silent Village gathers the powerful testimonies of 

survivors in the first account of Oradour as it was both before the tragedy and in its aftermath. Why 

this peaceful community was chosen for extermination has remained a mystery. Putting aside 

contemporary hearsay, Nazi rhetoric and revisionist theories, Robert Pike returns to the archival 

evidence to narrate the tragedy as it truly happened – and give voice to the anguish of those left 

behind.

Robert Pike is a graduate of the University of Exeter in History and French. His first history 

book, Defying Vichy, was published by The History Press in 2018. 

*Sample material available

April 2021 £20

9780750991346

Hardback

234x156mm, 384 pages

45 B&W Illustrations 

World rights

Silent Village

Life and Death in Occupied France

Robert Pike



Nancy Marie Brown lays to rest the hoary myth that Viking society was ruled by men and 

celebrates the dramatic lives of female Viking warriors

In 2017, DNA tests revealed to the collective shock of many scholars that a Viking warrior in a high-

status grave in Birka, Sweden, was actually a woman. The Real Valkyrie weaves together 

archaeology, history and literature to reinvent her life and times, showing that Viking women had 

more power and agency than historians have imagined. 

Nancy Marie Brown links the Birka warrior, whom she names Hervor, to Viking trading towns and 

to their great trade route east to Byzantium and beyond. She imagines Hervor’s adventures 

intersecting with larger-than-life but real women, including Queen Gunnhild Mother-of-Kings, the 

Viking leader known as the Red Girl, and Queen Olga of Kyiv. Hervor’s short, dramatic life shows 

that much of what we have taken as truth about women in the Viking Age is based not on data but 

on nineteenth-century Victorian biases. Rather than holding the household keys, Viking women in 

history, the sagas, poetry and myth carry weapons. In this compelling narrative, Brown brings the 

world of those valkyries and shield-maids to vivid life.

Nancy Marie Brown is the author of highly praised books of non-fiction, including Song of the 

Vikings and Ivory Vikings. Her work has been reviewed in The New Yorker, The New York Times, 

The Economist, The Times Literary Supplement and many other publications. Brown has spent 

decades studying Icelandic literature and culture.

*Sample material available

September 2021 £20

9780750997911

Hardback

234x156mm, 336 pages

18 B&W Illustrations 

UK & Commonwealth rights

The Real Valkyrie 

The Hidden History of Viking Warrior Women

Nancy Marie Brown



Everything you need to know to understand the most bitter and consequential conflict of 

the modern world

'Necessary and accessible' Jon Snow, presenter of Channel 4 News

The conflict between Palestine and Israel is one of the most bitter struggles in history with 

profound consequences in the Middle East and around the world. In this accessible introduction, 

Michael Scott-Baumann traces its origins and charts its history from civil war to the present day. 

Each chapter starts with an examination of the politics and ends with personal testimony from the 

diaries, interviews and memoirs of Israelis and Palestinians whose lives have been marked by 

conflict. The result is an indispensable account of the main issues including analysis of why efforts 

to restore peace have continually failed.

Michael Scott-Baumann has an MA from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in 

London. He is a graduate of Cambridge University and has thirty-five years’ experience as a 

teacher and lecturer in history.

*Sample material available

November 2021 £14.99

9780750998123

Hardback

216x138mm, 272 pages

13 B&W illustrations

World rights

Palestinians and Israelis

A Short History of Conflict

Michael Scott-Baumann



A new perspective on Alan Turing, his family and his legacy - written by his nephew

Everyone knows the story of the codebreaker and computer science pioneer Alan Turing.

Except…

When Dermot Turing is asked about his famous uncle, people want to know more than the bullet 

points of his life. They want to know everything – was Alan Turing actually a codebreaker? What 

did he make of artificial intelligence? What is the significance of Alan Turing’s trial, his suicide, the 

Royal Pardon, the £50 note and the film The Imitation Game?

In Reflections of Alan Turing, Dermot strips off the layers to uncover the real story. It’s time to 

discover a fresh legacy of Alan Turing for the twenty-first century

Dermot Turing is the author of the acclaimed biography 'Prof', about the life of his uncle, Alan 

Turing and 'X, Y & Z: the Real Story of How Enigma Was Broken'. He spent his career in the legal 

profession after graduating from Cambridge and Oxford and is a trustee of Bletchley Park. He has 

extensive knowledge of World War II code-breaking and is a regular presenter at major cryptology 

events.

*Sample material available

April 2021 £12.99

9780750996099

Hardback

216x138mm, 208 pages

12 B&W Illustrations 

World rights

Reflections of Alan Turing

A Reflective Story

Dermot Turing



The true story of royal intrigue and a fatal shipwreck on the shores of Restoration Britain

In 1682, Charles II invited his scandalous younger brother, James, Duke of York, to return from 

exile and take his rightful place as heir to the throne. To celebrate, the future king set sail in a fleet 

of eight ships destined for Edinburgh, where he would reunite with his young pregnant wife. Yet 

disaster struck en route, somewhere off the Norfolk coast. The royal frigate carrying James and his 

entourage sank, causing some two hundred sailors and courtiers to perish. 

The diarist Samuel Pepys had been asked to sail with James but refused the invitation, preferring 

to travel in one of the other ships. Why? What did he know that others did not?

Religious and political tensions were rife in the years leading up to the wreck of the Gloucester. 

James was a Catholic, as was his wife, and there was a large constituency who wished them dead. 

Plots and conspiracies abounded. The Royal Navy was itself in disarray, badly equipped and poorly 

organised. Could someone on board be to blame for the sinking, either from malice or 

incompetence? 

Nigel Pickford is a maritime historian and works as a consultant for salvage companies, helping 

to locate shipwrecks and recover lost cargo and treasure. His previous books include Lady Bette 

and the Murder of Mr Thynn.

*Sample material available

September 2021 £20

9780750997539

Hardback

234x156mm, 304 pages

11 colour illustrations

World rights

Samuel Pepys and the Strange Wrecking of the Gloucester

A True Restoration Tragedy

Nigel Pickford



A material culture book that celebrates the way the Tudors experienced the world through 

their five senses, the first book of its kind

Much has been written about the lives of the Tudors, but it is sometimes difficult to see their 

world through their eyes. Using the five senses, Amy Licence presents a new perspective on the 

material culture of the past, exploring the Tudors’ relationship with the fabric of their existence, 

from the clothes on their back, the roofs over their heads and the food on their tables, to the 

wider questions of how they interpreted and presented themselves, and their beliefs about life, 

death and beyond. This book helps recapture the past: what were the Tudors’ favourite perfumes?

How did the weather affect their lives? What sounds from the past have been lost? Take a journey 

back 500 years, to experience the Tudor world as closely as possible, through sight, sound, smell, 

taste and touch.

Amy Licence is a best-selling historian of women’s lives in the medieval and early modern 

periods, from commoners to queens. Described by Nathan Amin as ‘unquestionably the most 

prolific historian writing today’, she has written more than twenty books, including Red Roses: 

Blanche of Gaunt to Margaret Beaufort (The History Press, 2016) and The Lost Kings: Lancaster, 

York and Tudor (The History Press, 2018).

*Sample material available

August 2021 £20

9780750991988

Hardback

234x156mm, 384 pages

20 colour Illustrations 

World rights: US rights sold

Woodsmoke and Sage

The Five Senses 1485-1603: How the Tudors Experienced the World

Amy Licence



A book of everyday objects which unlock the secrets of the past

A knife adorned with an eagle’s head and swastika: as a young boy Joseph Pearson was unnerved 

by the souvenir hanging from a hook in the basement. The story was that his grandfather had 

liberated the knife during combat in occupied Holland. 

When he later inherited the weapon, Joseph unlocked a story far more complex than he could 

ever have imagined. By then a historian living in Berlin, he soon found himself drawn to other 

everyday objects from the Nazi era: a pocket diary, a double bass, a recipe book and a pile of 

expired travel documents. Each had owners with remarkable lives, and while the past remains a 

painful subject in Germany, he embarked on a journey to illuminate their stories before they 

disappeared from living memory.

Dr Joseph Pearson was born in Canada and studied at Middlebury College in Vermont and at the 

University of Cambridge. He taught at Columbia University and currently lectures at the 

Barenboim-Said Academy. He is the author of Berlin (Reaktion Press), a portrait of the city in which 

he now lives and works.

*Sample material available

April 2022 £16.99

9780750997393

Hardback

216x138mm, 288 pages

20 Illustrations 

UK & Commonwealth rights

My Grandfather’s Knife

And Other Stories of War and Belongings

Dr Joseph Pearson



The story of Elizabeth I – and how she wielded power with a meticulously crafted image

In a kingdom ill-used to queens, Elizabeth I needed a very particular image to hold her divided 

country together. The ‘Cult of Gloriana’ was a movement in which authors, musicians, and artists –

among them Spenser, Shakespeare, Tallis and Byrd – elevated the queen to the status of a virgin 

goddess. 

Her image was widely owned and distributed, thanks to the expansion of printing, and the English 

came to surpass their European counterparts in miniature painting, allowing courtiers to carry a 

likeness of their sovereign close to their hearts. Sumptuously illustrated, Gloriana tells the story of 

Elizabethan art as a powerful device for royal magnificence and propaganda. By illuminating 

several key artworks of Elizabeth’s reign, Linda Collins and Siobhan Clarke create a unique portrait 

of the Tudor monarch as she has never been seen before.

Linda Collins was employed by Historic Royal Palaces for 23 years while continuing a career as an 

accredited lecturer for the Arts Society. She has appeared in PBS's Secrets of Henry VIII's Palace 

and has spoken on various radio programmes.

Siobhan Clarke has also delivered lectures for the National Trust and the British Museum. 

Siobhan has written for BBC History Magazine and All About History and featured on Radio 4’s 

Women’s Hour and PBS’s Secrets of Henry VIII’s Palace. 
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The glittering, poignant and sometimes shocking story of the love affair between two 

members of the Souls, the group of unconventional aristocrats at the heart of late 

Victorian society

Outrageously handsome Harry Cust was reputed to be one of the great womanisers of the late 

nineteenth century. In 1893 he caused a scandal by his affair with the artist Nina Welby. When she 

falls pregnant, horror sweeps through ‘the Souls’, the cultured group of writers, artists and 

politicians who kept company with luminaries such as Oscar Wilde and H.G. Wells. 

Harry’s seduction of an unmarried girl of the same class broke the rules, but passions raged 

behind the courtly code. While Souls women bore their lovers’ children, Harry and Nina fought to 

rebuild their reputations and maintain a marriage. In TANGLED SOULS, acclaimed historian Jane 

Dismore tells the whole story of the romance which threatened to tear open this distinguished 

group of friends, revealing pre-war society at its most colourful and most conflicted 

Jane Dismore is a freelance historian and biographer. Her books include Duchesses (Blink), which 

was serialised in the Mail on Sunday, and Princess (Thistle; Lyons) on the early life of Elizabeth II, a 

source for the recent ITV and PBS documentary Our Queen in Wartime. She is a former practising

solicitor and a member of the Society of Authors and the Biographers’ Club.

*Sample material available
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Love, Obsession and Scandal Among the Victorian Aristocracy

Jane Dismore



Part revisionist history, part treasure hunt, this is the forgotten story of a young prince 

taken out of Africa and abandoned in Victorian Britain.

At the dawn of 1868, Britain invaded Ethiopia with 13,000 soldiers and a crack unit of collectors, 

oddballs and boffins. As the troops advanced, the force’s zoologists shot and stuffed anything that 

moved, while its archaeologists carried out hit-and-run digs along the way. 

The British Museum librarian who was hitching a ride on the raid loaded up with crosses and 

crowns plundered during the mission’s final battle. And a red-headed, 6ft-7in intelligence officer 

called Captain Speedy picked up a young prince called Alemayehu and took him back to England, 

where he was coddled by Queen Victoria, studied by Darwin and dragged through the public 

school system. 

Drawing on primary sources and extensive original research, The Plundered Prince brings to light 

a dark chapter of Victorian imperialism. Andrew Heavens reveals the full story of Prince 

Alemayehu and tracks down the plunder – Ethiopia’s ‘Elgin Marbles’ – in bank vaults, storerooms 

and a hidden cavity in Westminster Abbey.

Andrew Heavens is a senior editor at Reuters. Before joining the news desk, he was the agency’s 

correspondent in Sudan and Ethiopia. He grew up in Nigeria, Kenya and Egypt, and lives in 

London. The Plundered Prince is his first book.
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How Britain Stole one small Boy and 1,453 treasures from Ethiopia

Andrew Heavens



A fresh look at the full and fascinating life of Queen Elizabeth II in the year of her Platinum 

Jubilee

•Features 70 topic-led chapters on all aspects of her life
•Offers fresh insight into the Queen’s habits and interests, using the author’s previously 
unpublished interviews with close friends and relatives
•Includes a wealth of material on her early life, providing something completely new for those who 
are more familiar with the version of events in The Crown
•A companion book to The Duke on Prince Philip, serialised by the Mail on Sunday
•By the author of the bestselling ' The Duke’

Elizabeth II is the most famous woman in the world while remaining one of the least known. She 

has refused all attempts to interview her, and it may be decades before her private letters and 

journals are fully accessible.

Ian Lloyd has spent twenty years as a full-time writer and photographer, specialising in the 

British Royal Family. He has had two books in the Sunday Times bestseller list and writes 

regular features for the Daily Mail, Mail on Sunday, Hello! and Majesty. Ian is also the Royal 

Correspondent for the Sunday Post and a regular royal pundit on Sky News, BBC News and 

BBC Radio 5 Live.

*Sample material available
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Capturing the stories of ordinary human beings who lived through extraordinary times

… this fascinating and touching book… JOANNA LUMLEY

... This collection of World War Two memories is a gem! JONATHAN DIMBLEBY

Victoria Panton Bacon presents an extraordinary cast of characters who reveal what it was like to take part in the 

fight for freedom. Their stories are exciting, heart-breaking and vitally important. JOSHUA LEVINE, Author of 

Dunkirk: The History Behind The Major Motion Picture

These recollections tell of a different time and reveal the courage, actions and sentiments of those 

whose wartime experiences changed the course of history; stories of ordinary people who lived 

under the long shadows cast by the war and whose young lives were changed irrevocably. Though 

many tales are sad, describing being sent into war and the loss of friends and family, there are 

also stories of joy and love found in the darkest of times.

War, the ultimate leveller, threw them into remarkable times, whether they were a merchant 

seaman, army officer, pilot, young Jewish girl, code breaker or Home Guard recruit. From one 

extraordinary story to the next, Remarkable Journeys of the Second World War immerses the 

reader in the lives of real people who lived through conflict

Victoria Panton Bacon worked for Rt Hon Sir John Major, when he was Prime Minister and at 

Conservative Central Office and the House of Commons writing his memoirs. She worked in 

broadcast journalism with the BBC; a producer on Breakfast with Frost, she ended up with the 

BBC World Service. In 2014, she edited her grandfather’s World War II story, published by Penguin.
*PDF available
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A Collection of Untold Stories
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