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luCiA
An Anguish like never before  
thAt will keep you up At night
    
A group of criminology students at salamanca university 
discover the existence of a serial killer who has gone 
undetected for several decades and who stages his crime 
scenes to resemble renaissance paintings.

in Madrid, Detective lucia guerrero finds her colleague 
crucified on a calvary and sets out to follow the trail that 
leads to the man they nicknamed “The Glue Killer”. 

They are all confronted with their own past, their worst 
fears, and a truth more terrifying than any legend or 
myth. 

A new  & endeAring heroine  
who follows A trAil of unspeAkAble crimes

bernArd minier : 3rd most-reAd  
thriller Author in frAnce in 2021

9 noVels trAnslAted in 25 lAnguAges 
4.8 million copies sold  

Bernard Minier was born in Béziers in 1960  
and grew up in the Southwestern France.  He now lives near Paris and 
writes full-time. Published  in 2011, his first novel, The Frozen Dead (Glacé), 
marks the beginning of the investigations of Martin Servaz and was adapted 
in TV series currently available worldwide on Netflix. 
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BErnArD 
MiniEr’s  

nEW sEriEs 

Fear, mystery, surprises, terror & anGuish  
are all on the menu

•
Baroque paintinG is the appetizer &  

mytholoGy the dessert
•

Contemporary spain is the BaCKdrop

With Lucia, I cross over the Pyrenees to take you to Spain,  
a country I know well and where my mother was born. Lucia 
is a very eandering character, rebellious, tough & insolent.  
I’m sure that readers will become as attached to Lucia as they were  
to Servaz.    Bernard minier 



Bernard  Minier 

bernArd minier : 3rd most-reAd  
thriller Author in frAnce in 2021

9 noVels trAnslAted in 25 lAnguAges 
4.8 million copies sold  

Bernard  Minier 

With Lucia, your new thriller, you cross the Pyrenees to take us to Spain. You say this 
choice echoes your own trajectory…
My mother was born in Northern Spain, in the highlands of Aragon—where part of the novel is set. She 
arrived in France at the age of eight. I myself discovered my mother’s birthplace when I was a teenager, 
and then in my twenties, the rest of Spain. That was at the time of La Movida, the great cultural and poli-
tical counterculture movement that originated in Madrid and shook all of Spain at the beginning of the 
1980s. It was electrifying, exciting, crazy. To be young and live through it was a privilege, a stroke of luck. 
Spain became home to the avant-garde of many movements (for example, the one to combat violence 
against women). You can feel it in Spanish literature, film and TV series.

Why did you choose a female character, going as far as naming the book after her?
A beautiful name and a beautiful title. I don’t know how you could better bring this new story to life 
than by giving it the name of its heroine. And what a heroine she is: rebellious, tough, insolent. I’m sure 
that readers will become as attached to Lucia as they were to Servaz. That said, female characters have 
always played a big part in my novels, ever since Iced, in which Irène Ziegler and Diane Berg took up 
almost as much space as Servaz. The main character in M, The Edge of the Abyss, was Moira, an expert in 
artificial intelligence. My core readership is made up of women, as insolent as Lucia herself. They don’t let 
me get away with anything. Besides, Lucia didn’t appear out of thin air: she takes after some admirable 
women living among us. It gave me the greatest pleasure to bring her to life. Lucia Guerrero, la Guerrera:  
the Warrior. She has to fight for her place in a world that remains a world of men, even if less and less so, 
that of the Spanish police, the Guardia Civil.

Without giving away the plot, what is the gruesome reality this Guardia Civil detective will 
have to face? 
A killer who gets his inspiration from Renaissance paintings, to be more precise, paintings that were 
themselves inspired by Ovid’s Metamorphoses. As we know, the Greek and Roman Gods were as violent, 
jealous, perverted, dishonest and manipulative as mere mortals. It follows that the Metamorphoses are 
filled with murders, punishments and abominable acts. Lucia will also work with a group of criminology 
students and their professor from the University of Salamanca (this group actually exists, I met them…
but naturally I embellished a bit).

And as usual, you spent time on location. You delved deep into the extraordinary city that 
is Salamanca, and met some of the university faculty, members of the Civil Guard, experts.
I agree 100% with Michael Connelly when he said “I want not only the streets, the restaurants and the 
bars to be real, but also the bureaucracy and the political system - everything that makes up our day-to-
day. If the novel’s universe is realistic, my characters take on a realistic shape.” And Salamanca itself is 
like a movie set. It’s a vehicle for time-travel. My writing is quite visual, and Salamanca had all I needed: 
a plethora of old stone; narrow streets lit by lanterns; monuments imbued with history. Take the Plaza 
Mayor, by far one of the most beautiful squares in Spain. You can find medallions of the busts of Rodrigo 
Diaz de Vivar, better known as El Cid, of the Catholic monarchs Isabelle and Ferdinand, of Christopher 
Columbus, of Hernan Cortès, and of Francisco Pizarro. As it states in the book, according to Salomón 
Borges—who holds an endowed chair at the University of Salamanca and is himself an important charac-
ter in the story, it is “A civilization in which the bricks were made of cadavers and the cement of blood […] 
just like all civilizations since the beginning of time.” 

Will Lucia be a recurring character? 
I think that once readers get to know her, they will love the same way they love Servaz. In any event,  
I will  definitely bring her back. I like that Lucia! She doesn’t fake it, either in her actions or her emotions. 
She goes for it, she’s genuine. I could certainly alternate between her and Martin (I already have an idea 
for Martin’s next book, which addresses survivalism, conspiracy, and sectarian movements). Up until the 
day they…A crossover? Why not? But all in good time…

BERNARD MINIER • About «LuCiA»
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The huNT 
(LA CHASSE)

“there is A DArk plAce  
thAt no sunlight cAn brighten…”
    

full moon. 
A deer leaps out of the forest. his eyes are those of a... 
man. chased! hunted!
it is not an ordinary wild beast hunted in the Ariège 
forests...

secret society, gangland killings & inflaming tensions in 
the suburbs.

on the paths of fear, servaz’s life and honour are in 
jeopardy.
 

A seAringly topicAl novel  
set on the pAths of feAr

•
the excesses of our tiMe :  

MAnipulAtion, violence & revenge

A new mArtin serVAz inVestigAtion

#1 
On FrEnch 
BEstsEllEr 

list

pr
Ai

sE
s “Sharp as ever, Bernard Minier depicts a country on the verge of implosion, territories no longer 

controlled by the forces of law, and extremists who try to take advantage of this situation. This 
thriller, like the previous one, will definitely inspire scriptwriters!” 
Le FiGaro LiTTéraire

“an investigation with multiple twists that focuses on a few days, a simple and rhythmic writing, 
multiple cultural references and complex characters, full of doubts and flaws. (...) The Hunt  
is more political than Minier’s previous novels. it is also the most accomplished one.” 
Le MoNDe DeS LiVreS

«a hallucinating prologue (...), an investigators team behind its hero, Martin Servaz, plunged once 
again into a tortuous affair mixing petty criminals, ex-military and dirty cops, during a manhunt 
where masked killers and gamekeepers enjoy blurring the tracks of a deadly game. The backdrop 
is the oppressive landscapes, the heavy and confined atmospheres that Bernard Minier loves.» 
LiBéraTioN 

#3 MOst sOlD 
thrillEr  

in FrAncE in 2021 
220,000 cOpiEs



Bernard  Minier Bernard  Minier 

Your new thriller begins with a staggering scene: a being emerging from the forest that 
looks like a deer but has the eyes of a human... is this a way of setting the scene for the 
presence of mystery?
To be honest, this prologue is typical of what I like to do in beginning a story. It’s a sort of ritual or liturgy: 
a scene that immediately grabs the reader by the throat, plunging him or her headfirst into something that 
is both very anxiety-making and very mysterious. It’s a way of making the reader understand that this is 
going to be a bumpy ride, that I’m not going to give people time to get their breath – it’s a way of saying 
“Strap yourselves in for the emotional rollercoaster that’s just starting.”

You have doubtless never gone so far in depicting contemporary social ills, for example 
the discrediting of authority – particularly the police – the retreat into nationalistic 
ideas, conspiracism and ordinary racism. Does our society worry you to that point?
That trend was already started in M, le bord de l’abîme [M, the Edge of the Abyss] and La Vallée [The 
Valley] : I increasingly want to talk about the times, the society in which we live and above all its ills, the 
great dangers that threaten it – but in as exciting and captivating a way as possible. What worries me is 
that society has never been as divided, torn apart and violent...
We now have a culture of systemic confrontation. Increasingly large sections of the population no longer 
believe in anything or have any values to live by. They are drowning in conspiracism, hatred of others, a 
“kick ‘em out” mentality... There is also the question of the relation between the police and the judicial 
system and even that of the relation between democracy and the judicial system. Criminal groups are 
trying to make this country into a narco-state – with all the violence and corruption that goes along with 
that. In Toulouse alone there have been 32 fatal score settlings in two years. Then there is the question of 
racism. Can we say, yes or no, that French police and society are racist?
I don’t have a definitive answer to offer to all these questions but I bring concrete facts that enable an 
analysis : sometimes astounding realities and real data, as well as testimonies that are just as grounded 
in fact. Recently, every time I turn the TV on, I come across news that reflects what is happening in the 
novel – it’s incredible! Of course I intertwine all that with a story that I hope is captivating although I’m 
not too worried about that angle: I don’t think readers will get bored reading The Hunt.

Without revealing too much of the plot, the theme of the righter of wrongs runs all through 
your novel. Is that a reflection of what you observe in real life?
It is clear that the justice system itself is powerless in the face of certain issues: juvenile delinquency 
(which is an important theme in the book), for example, the stranglehold that drug dealers have in cer-
tain areas, corruption, etc. In these conditions, there will be a powerful temptation for some people to 
exert justice themselves or to overturn governments that have been democratically elected. Whether it be 
people in the general public, the police, the judiciary or even the army. Another theme of the book is that 
of certain operations carried out by the French army in Africa. It’s almost inevitable that secret, clandes-
tine groups will eventually form to make up for the weakness of the establishment in dealing with security 
and justice. When I went to research this, I discovered to my amazement that some people are already 
preparing for the day things will explode by gathering together and arming themselves. And I’m not just 
talking about a few crazed survivalists...

BERNARD MINIER • About «the hunt»
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The VAlley 
(LA VALLÉE)

“i think soMeone is Acting As if  
they think they Are goD…”
    
A cry for help in the middle of the night.
A valley cut off from the world.
An abbey filled with secrets.
A mysterious forest.
A series of terrible murders.
terrified inhabitants who want justice done.
The accusations of a poison pen writer.
A community on the brink of chaos.
 

MAnipulAtion, subMission & feAr
in A vAlley cut off froM the worlD  

•
A high-AltituDe  & confineMent thriller 

560,000 
cOpiEs sOlD

A mArtin serVAz inVestigAtion

#1 
On FrEnch 
BEstsEllEr 

list
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“While masterfully leading his story, Minier pursues his reflection on the evils that concern us all.” 
Le FiGaro LiTTéraire

“a perfectly mastered suspense and style, endearing characters, and once again a hell of a story  
to quote the title of one of his previous novels.” 
LiBéraTioN

“Fearsome efficiency. addictive!“ 
FraNçoiS BuSNeL, La GraNDe LiBrairie

“This spectacular 6th investigation of his favorite hero, set in a forest as grandiose as it is oppressive, 
should once again delight his legions of fans. and no doubt make new emulators... ” 
Le FiGaro MaGaziNe

FilM rights AcquirED By gAuMOnt 
in viEW OF its ADAptAtiOn As A sEriEs



Bernard  Minier Bernard  Minier 

Readers have the pleasure of meeting Martin Servaz again in your new thriller,  
The Valley. What’s happened to him since Sœurs?
There’s been a big change in his life; he is no longer single. That has consequences of course – mainly 
positive but not solely – professionally as a cop and personally. And it really is a huge change because until 
now he had vowed never to share his life with anyone. So readers are going to meet a radically different 
Servaz, rejuvenated and happier – at first, at any rate… 

You chose an isolated valley, cut off from the world, as the claustrophobic setting for this 
eighth novel. Can you tell us why…?
I’ve always liked shutting my characters in. I know that’s a strange thing to say given what we are expe-
riencing but the novel was of course written before the terrible trial we’re currently undergoing. Just as 
the people in Iced or the teenagers in A Hell of a Story are enclosed in a valley or on an island – everything 
is infinitely more heightened, tense and dangerous when the characters are all shut up together and left 
to their own devices. Here, the valley of the title is cut off from the world because one side of a mountain 
has collapsed onto the only road into and out of it. I was interested to see how everyone would react in 
such circumstances.

Since then, as I’ve said, current events have caught up with me and as we all know, we are increasingly 
imprisoned and cut off from each other. The claustrophobic enclosed world of The Valley is an incredible 
echo of all the enclosed worlds that have been grown up almost everywhere.  In La Vallée as in real life, 
people can no longer go to work and children are deprived of school. I repeat that the book was written 
before.

the book also features an abbey full of secrets. Was this an opportunity for you to develop 
a theme of Good versus evil?
I believe it goes further than that. This valley and little town are the reflection of contemporary society 
and culture. We are living in a terrible era in which too many people – not everyone, far from it – feel the 
need to judge rather than understand and to destroy those who don’t think like them, thereby creating 
enemies. The choice to set part of the action in an abbey allowed me to deal not only with this conflict of 
the past versus the contemporary era but also to talk about this terrifying obsession with purity that has 
overtaken us.

Your novel gives an important place to female characters – a doctor, a mayor and also 
a formidable psychiatrist. is that a question of equality or a pretext for exploring the 
subtle relations between the sexes?  
That was absolutely not premeditated. It just came about like that: these female characters imposed 
themselves on the story as it developed and I have to say I took enormous pleasure in bringing them to 
life. But you have to remember that, since Iced, women have had the upper hand over men – with the 
Servaz-Ziegler duo, I had already taken a wicked pleasure in reversing the traditional male-female roles 
of these police partnerships in thrillers. 

BERNARD MINIER • inteRVieW



 

 

NiGhT / 2017

aN iNSaNe CLiFFHaNGer
A stormy night on the North 
Sea. Kirsten Nigaard,  
the Norwegian inspector,  
is investigating on a murder  
on the off-shore platform.
A few days later she finds 
herself in the office of Martin 
Servaz: the missing man is 
Julian Hirtmann, the  illusive 
killer that the police have been 
pursuing for years.  
FuLL eNGLiSH TraNSLaTioN
aVaiLaBLe

iCed /2011

a BreaTHTakiNG FirST NoVeL 
In the Pyrenees, the body of  
a headless horse is found with 
traces of DNA belonging to 
an infamously dangerous 
serial killer, currently locked 
away in a neighboring 
psychiatric hospital. A few 
days later, the first human 
victim is found. 

FuLL eNGLiSH TraNSLaTioN 
aVaiLaBLe

The CiRCle /2012  
aN oPPreSSiVe aTMoSPHere
A surprise phone call  
from the past,  
a mysterious e-mail, both 
signs that the most twisted 
of all serial killers may be 
back… 

FuLL eNGLiSH TraNSLaTioN 
aVaiLaBLe

doN’T TuRN ouT 
The liGhT / 2014 

PrePare For THe WorST
What happens when 
someone takes control 
of your life and your 
relationships? And what 
is hiding in the darkness?
Don’t turn out the 
lights… and if you do, 
prepare for the worst! 

FuLL eNGLiSH TraNSLaTioN 
aVaiLaBLe

Bernard  Minier 

tv-sEriEs On nEtFliX
WOrlDWiDE

n° 1 On thE FrEnch 
BEstsELLEr lists 

730,000
cOpiEs

575,000
cOpiEs

550,000
cOpiEs

510,000
cOpiEs

4.8 MiLLiOn   COPieS SOLd
an inTernaTiOnaL BeSTSeLLinG aUTHOr

540,000
cOpiEs

sisTeRs / 2018
a NiGHTMare WriTTeN iN 
BLaCk iNk 

A spouse, two sisters,  
three cummunicants...  
and what if the investigation 
from 20 years ago indicated  
the wrong man? For Servaz,  
the past, resurfacing,  
will turn into a nightmare.
 
«Immense, enormous, the forest 
streched out before them. Poor, 
fallen souls, I had to kill you...»

n° 1 On thE FrEnch 
BEstsELLEr lists 

A hell oF A 
sToRy / 2015

DaNGer iS NoT WHere You 
THiNk 
Temporarily abandoning 
the commander Martin 
Servaz, Bernard Minier 
delves into a universe 
where danger is not where 
we think and intimacy is 
an illusion… he brilliantly 
tells us a dark and tension 
filled story… A hell of a 
story.  

635,000
cOpiEs

M, The edGe oF 
The Abyss / 
2019

WeLCoMe To THe DarkeST 
SCeNario
While Moira is just starting 
her mission at Ming, 
the Chinese digital giant 
company,  she is convinced 
that the truth that awaits 
her at the end of the night 
will be more frightening 
than the most terrifying 
nightmares.
 

450,000
cOpiEs
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riGHTS SOLd in 25 LanGUaGeS

JApAn
itAly ukspAin

gerMAny polAnDnetherlAnDs

the mAster of opressiVe  Atmospheres 

& gripping plotlines!

  PRAISES FoR BERNARD MINIER

• «Over the past few years, france has prOduced sOme Of eurOpe’s mOst 
striKinG and oriGinal Crime novelists. Bernard minier is up there with 
the Best»   the sunday times 

• «a super-accelerated versiOn Of a hitchcOck thriller, with thrills and 
shoCKs on nearly every paGe . . . minier reels out lurid, quiCK and dirty 
prose.»   the speCtator 

• «Bernard minier’s nOvels cOnfirm his status in the fOrefrOnt Of crime 
fictiOn’s french renaissance . . . a gripping read.»  the times  

• «Night, the thriller that will Keep you awaKe.»   Bernard lehut, rtl

a GLOSSy TeLeviSiOn SerieS, adaPTed frOM "iCed ", 

nOw avaiLaBLe On neTfLix in MOre THan 190 COUnTrieS

koreA



MArK MiLLEr 

MidNiGhT!NeW yoRK 
(Minuit!nEw york)

an unpunished Crime

an impossiBle love

a darK seCret

Lorraine runs an advertising agency in Paris. Years ago 
she lost her father, a renowned gallery owner and art 
dealer shot down in Manhattan. 
over the last while, she is being harassed and threaten 
to death by a mysterious individual who claims to be 
the murderer of her father.  
In New York, Leo, an artist, has just got out of prison for 
forging and selling fake old masters. A wealthy collector 
whom he scammed now wants him dead.

When Lorraine and Leo meet in Central Park, they both 
ignore that their destinies have long since been linked. 
And that their love is as unstoppable as it is doomed.
And still, one single choice can change your whole life!

all the essential inGredients  
oF a Bestseller Cleverly reunited 

•
a poiGnant love story 

•
BreathtaKinG suspense & Family seCrets 

&  
endearinG CharaCters

•
a FaBulous Canvas made oF  

paintinG & musiC reFerenCes

Published: 
JuNe, 2021
418 P.

BEstsEllEr

English sAMplE AvAilABlE

Germany : piper (on pre-empt)
italy : MonDADAori (on pre-empt)
lithuania : Alma litera
poland : foksAl  
portuGal : AsA / leyA group
russia : AZbookA Atticus
serBia : vulkAn 

riGHTS SOLd  
in 7 LanGUaGeS



MARK MiLLeR 
An anonymous author…

Who is Mark Miller ?
the question is on everyone’s lips !

the mysterious author of Midnight! New York decided to keep his identity secret and has 
taken the pen name, Mark Miller. even publisher and director of  Xo Éditions, bernard Fixot, 
does not know who is hiding behind it…  

« It is the first time, in my long career as a publisher, that I have been confronted with this situation, that 
could have come straight out of a novel. Several months ago in the United States, I was contacted by a 
mysterious individual who informed me he wished to keep his identity secret. He only told me that he 
was French and that he lived a few hours’ drive from me, and he asked whether I would agree to read his 
book. A first novel that he felt could be very successful.  
The following morning, I found a large envelope containing his manuscript on my doorstep. Amused and 
extremely curious, I plunged into reading. Right from the start, magic was at work. « Midnight! New York » 
stages characters with whom we can identify in an incredible brilliant story. Added to the suspense and 
the action is an emotional content of rare intensity. A master piece! An absolute marvel! »

« frOm the very first lines Of the manuscript, magic was at wOrk 
and i Felt there was a huGe CommerCial potential  

For this suspense & love story»
BeRNARd FIxoT

Germany : piper (on pre-empt)
italy : MonDADAori (on pre-empt)
lithuania : Alma litera
poland : foksAl  
portuGal : AsA / leyA group
russia : AZbookA Atticus
serBia : vulkAn 



Benoit d’halluin

A NiGhT  
WiTh No dAWN 
(unE nuit SAnS AubE)

seCrets & truth 
dar K & liGht 

love & loss  

The Catskill mountains, in Upstate New York.  In the mildness 
of the Indian summer, a young man is walking across a bridge 
when a car comes straight at him and hits him.

A plush house in Western France. In the middle of the night, 
Catherine receives a call from a stranger. He tells her that her 
28-year-old son, Alexis, is in a coma. The stranger has already 
bought two tickets to New York and offers to come and pick 
her up.
Who is this man?  What is he hiding from her?   

Catherine and the stranger do not know each other but they have 
no other choice: they have to trust each other. The beginning of a 
long journey along the road of truth. 

At the end of a night that seems to never end.

Published: 
MARCh, 2021
368 P.

nOvEl 

A pOWErFul 
DEBut nOvEl

« I wrote, put aside and picked up this novel again and again several times. I wanted 
it to be both simple and profound, poetic but relevant.  Like my perfumes, I wanted 
it to be able to reach a large number of people, both homo- and heterosexual, and 
to resonate for them. 
I would not be pretentious enough to say it is a useful book but I sincerely hope that 
it is an accurate one.»   Benoit d’halluin

when lonely people meet eaCh other & 
when desire Flirts with despair

•
rFamily seCrets, the aCCeptanCe oF 

diFFerenCe & the ChallenGes oF love
•

a novel Full whiCh tells  
the desires & unCertainties  

English sAMplE AvAilABlE
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benoit d’hAlluin is 37 years old.  
Born in Toronto, he moved to France at the age of ten.  

a French-Canadian, he now lives between Paris and 
New York where he works for a luxury cosmetics brand. 
He feels equally comfortable in european and american 

cultures, and switches with ease between the two of 
them. in addition to his business studies,  

he trained in art history at the école du Louvre.  
“a Night with no Dawn” is his first novel.

For your first novel, you deal with the delicate issue of family secrets. Why did you make this 
choice?
Perhaps because society makes us conform to certain roles or patterns of behaviour. If you don’t fit in the 
mould, it is tempting to conceal certain aspects of your existence from your entourage. That is the starting 
point of A Night with no Dawn, when Catherine receives a call in the middle of the night from a stranger 
who seems to know more about her son’s life than she does. Over the chapters, I wanted to condense into 
a few hours – containing both light and darkness – the discovery of this life that Alexis has hidden from 
his mother. Why has the truth been hidden and how does it burst into light of day – suddenly, without 
violence but rather with a gentle sadness.

the construction of the novel is very original, a mixture of different genres… 
I wanted a plot structure that was both simple and deep at the same time. To unwind the thread of that 
hidden life, I constructed the novel with three narrative voices corresponding to three points of view.  
Catherine, woken in the middle of night, travels to New York with Marc where she rushes to the bedside 
of her son Alexis, mysteriously hit by a car on a bridge in the Catskills. This account only lasts a few hours.  
Marc’s life, on the other hand, stretches over more than 30 years, from his childhood under the Corsican 
sun to his disoriented bachelor life in Manhattan. Finally, we see Alexis grow up, fall down, pick himself 
up, fall down again, then suddenly leave Paris for New York. 

Did you want to bear witness to certain wrongs of modern society?
One could even say that the story was a pretext for tackling these subjects but, as is often the case, the 
story perhaps goes even further than the subject. In any case, I wanted to humbly highlight what I observe 
around me in Paris and New York: the dehumanisation of social media encounters and what these new 
models entail (dating, ghosting, trust issues) and the delusional whirlwind of the life of an employee 
within a large company. And then, almost as an inevitable conclusion, the medicalisation of emotions and 
the tyranny of happiness. I tried to shed a double light, European and American, on these subjects, the 
cultural differences being another theme of the book. A Night with No Dawn really articulates all these 
landmarks of an all-powerful generation that is nonetheless in search of meaning. In addition, I tried 
to outline many sensitive topics for gay people: gay parenting, coming out, sexual abuse and one-night 
stands: when lonely people meet each other and when desire flirts with despair…

You also say it’s a story of hope. Why?
Even if it deals with the difficulty of being oneself and of finding sincere love in contemporary society, the 
novel is deliberately optimistic and its pages are bathed in sunshine and the Mediterranean.  
It’s also a universal novel, aimed at everybody, whatever their sexual identity. It is a contemporary novel, 
set in Paris and New York, that deals with passionate love and family ties, social pressure and search for 
meaning, and the need to both lose, and find, oneself.

BENoIt D’hAlluIN• inteRVieW



sAnDrA MArtineAu 

 
looK To ANoTheR 
sKy To beTTeR 
see The sTARs 
(CHAnGEr DE CiEL Pour MiEuX 
Voir LES ÉtoiLES)

HUMOr, TenderneSS & TwiSTS 

chloe edouard is a successful young parisian author who has 
lost her inspiration. she was ready for anything expect the 
news that the grandmother she never knew—who she thought 
had died three decades ago—just recently passed away. And 
then there was her inheritance: a house in a french village in 
the sarthe region called Maintenant (“now”).

curious why the villagers are trying to buy the house, she goes 
to see for herself what the place is all about. she soon notices 
that it wasn’t just the name of the village that was unusual. 

her car breaks down. she has no phone reception. she is 
unaccustomed to village life. she meets the quirky villagers, 
some welcoming, and some hostile... her grandmother’s house 
is at the origin of their differences. 

some confide in her and some hold back secrets. chloé comes 
to realize that this place could well be the key to her family’s 
history as well as the personal renewal she so badly needed—
this despite the improbable tactics the villagers use to make 
her leave. 

Against all expectations a bond begins to form between chloé 
and the residents of Maintenant that will challenge their long-
held beliefs.
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A 
pErFEct 
suMMEr 

rEAD

a Funny, tender, and heartFelt novel
•

sometimes you have to looK to another sKy  
to Better see the stars

nOvEl 

sAndrA mArtineAu’s writing career  
is only one of the feathers in her 
hat. Besides being the mother to 

two grown children, she is also 
the manager of a car dealership. 

She spent her childhood in a 
town on the Côtes d’armor in 

Brittany. Her origins opened the 
door to two universes that she 

carries in her heart.
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olivier descosse

deeP-seA 
TeRRoR 
(PEurS En EAu ProFonDE)

 
a LOCk-UP On THe edGe Of aSPHyxia

off the coast of Marseille, the body of a young woman is found  
in the nets of a trawler.  she is completely naked, covered with 
bites and her left foot has been severed.  

for chloé latour, head of the crime unit, it is the beginning 
of a relentless chase that will take her into the shadowy world 
of professional divers and shipwreck hunters – specialists who 
dive to the bottomless depths and confront the worst dangers.  

Jean sardi is one of the best among these divers : a technical 
diving whizz. he knew the victim intimately and could well 
have a motive linked to the terrible secret that has made him 
seek refuge in the silence of the sea depths.  

Domestic murder or crazed ritual? The presence in the 
victim’s lungs of plankton unknown in Mediterranean waters 
intrigues the crime unit detectives.

As the mystery thickens, other bodies float to the surface, 
sewing terror among the deep-sea divers.

a ClaustrophiC  settinG  
that Borders on asphyXia

•
a fast-paced intrigue  

set in the mysterious world  
Of deep-sea diving
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thriLLEr

in THe PerPeTUaL niGHT Of THe OCean dePTHS,  
aLL THaT reMainS iS fear…

olivier Descosse is a lawyer in Marseille.  
When he is not writing thrillers or fantasy novels,   

he devotes himself to his passion: deep-sea diving.
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Olivier bal 

beWARe The ANGels
(MÉFizE-VouS DES AnGES)

“yOU’ve Been warned. if yOU enTer THe 
COMPOUnd, iT wiLL aLready Be TOO LaTe!” 

high in the california hills sits The compound, a seemingly ideal 
spiritual community. paul green, a world-weary former reporter, 
is convinced that the young woman he is looking for is trapped 
within its walls. 

he infiltrates The compound and is shocked to discover its 
strange rituals, forbidden places, and mysterious guru. 

Meanwhile, in los Angeles, inspector sarah shelley receives 
an urgent phone call. The body of a young woman was just 
discovered, slashed beyond recognition. she had most likely bled 
to death.

what if this crime took us to the heart of The compound?

in the underbelly of los Angeles, sarah shelley and paul green 
set out on a lugubrious trail. They will have to confront one of the 
most notorious sects in the country

the darKest depths oF the human soul & 
the heiGhts oF manipulation

•
a Breathless and timely thriller

oliVier bAll is 43 years old.  
He has taken the thriller world by storm. a winner of the 

Prix de la Ligue de l’imaginaire, he is the author of  
«The Clara Miller affair» and «The Forest of the 

Vanished». Both were published by Xo éditions and were 
critically acclaimed by the press and the readers. 

Here yOU are weLCOMed wiTH OPen arMS... 
TO PUT yOU BaCk On THe PaTH!
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The FoResT  
oF The VANished
(LA ForÊt DES DiSPAruS)

a TerrifyinG exPLOraTiOn Of a CLanniSH 
and CLaUSTrOPHOBiC COMMUniTy 
redwoods. A small, isolated town in oregon, set between the 
pacific ocean and an ancient forest of giant redwood trees. A town 
with a sinister record : every year, several ramblers disappear there 
without trace.
in the heart of the forest, a man lives in total isolation. here,  
he is known as The foreigner… but his real name is paul green, the 
former journalist who investigated on the clara Miller affair.  
one evening, teenager charlie knocks at his door.  she is wounded, 
panicking, in terror after having encountered the red Man in the 
forest.  she believes only paul can help her – will he agree to put 
himself in danger to protect charlie?  

a Cross Between thriller & GothiC tale

The ClARA MilleR 
AFFAiR
(L’AFFAirE CLArA MiLLEr)

a CUrSed Lake
a rOCk STar HidinG OUT in HiS ManOr 
a HeadSTrOnG jOUrnaLiST 
THe BLOOdy red CarPeT Of CeLeBriTy...

The body floated up to the surface of the water, like those of the 
other women. six in total… This cursed place, in the forests of new 
hampshire, is known as suicide lake.
clara Miller was a journalist. like paul green, the Globe reporter 
who takes up clara’s case; they had known each other as students 
and she had been his platonic love. he is certain that she did not 
commit suicide.
A man intrigues him: Mike stilth, the mega-pop star holed up several 
kilometres away at lost lakes. he has transformed his manor house 
into a fortress where he lives with his two young children, noah & 
eva, who know nothing of the outside world.  
The star is surrounded by a handful of loyal staff who guard his 
privacy and will stop at nothing to prevent any harm coming to the 
stilth empire. 
paul green is patient, however. in his old, beat-up ford, he 
unwearyingly circles the property, seeking to find out whether there 
is a road leading directly to the lake. 
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English sAMplE AvAilABlE



nicolas Beuglet 

The PAsseNGeR 
WiTh No FACe 
(LE PASSAGEr SAnS ViSAGE)

aFter his previous Bestsellers  

- 1.5 million Copies sold -  
niColas BeuGlet presents us  

with his new thriller  

“yOu’re nOt the Only One  
searChinG For the truth”…

The anonymous letter left on her doorstep is more than a 
signal: it’s an electric shock. inspector grace campbell knows 
that she has no other option left this time. she has to open the 
security door at the bottom of her apartment – and thereby face 
the secret that has been haunting her for so many years… 

The nail-biting suspense takes us from the isolated scottish 
countryside to the depths of the black forest where the most 
chilling fairy tale of our childhoods is re-enacted. grace 
could never have imagined she would be riding this train that 
appeared out of nowhere, having to confront the passenger with 
no face… 

with this new gripping thriller, nicolas beuglet plunges us into 
the most terrible perversions of our society, raising the question 
along the way: what if, among the powers that run the world, 
faceless monsters are hiding? 
.

Beuglet’s new chilling  & nerve-racking 
thriller 

•
a train, a passenGer with no FaCe &  

a terriFyinG soCiety

Published: 
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nicolAs beuglet  
is 47 years old. a former TV screenplay writer, he has 

chosen to devote himself to writing.  
He published at Xo editions : The Scream, The Alliance, 

Devil’s Island and The Last Message. 
The Passanger with no Face is his 5th novel. 

in The Passenger with No Face we find out what is hidden behind the heavy security door of 
inspector Grace Campbell’s flat…
Grace has always been petrified by the possibility of being confronted with the secret shut away for years 
behind her security door. Until an anonymous letter points her to a new lead in the tragedy that marked 
her earliest years. Who sent it? How much can she trust the mysterious author? Grace launches into 
an investigation that will plunge her into terrible doubts: are her parents implicated in her childhood 
tragedy? Was the police failure due to incompetence or connivance?  What is the origin of that memory of 
a terrifying figure dressed in a strange, colourful costume watching her from the corner of her room? All 
these questions make Grace realise that her personal history is linked to a case that surpasses the imagi-
nation and yet which is all too real.

in your new novel, you revisit the Grimm fairytale The Pied Piper of Hamelin, putting it 
at the heart of Grace Campbell’s investigation. how did that idea come to you?
The story about the Pied Piper was the one that most traumatised me in my childhood. I didn’t really 
understand why until recently, when I realised that firstly it ends badly and secondly, it is almost the only 
tale that doesn’t contain any magical or fantastical elements. Cinderella has the fairy, Little Red Riding 
Hood the wolf who dresses up, Tom Thumb an ogre, Hansel and Gretel a witch… In the story of the Pied 
Piper, the narrative is dry, factual – and therefore cruelly realistic. That made me want to find out more 
about its origin and that was when, to my amazement, I found out that the village of Hamelin had medie-
val records of the sudden disappearance of 130 children…  I had to tell that story.  

As in your previous novels, you base the story on real events to depict the dark side of 
humanity. how did you undertake that important research work?
The real event you are referring to is the most revolting paedophile scandal, which I actually had not 
heard of before accidentally coming across it in my research to flesh out the past of my heroine Grace 
Campbell. It is the German case of what is called the “Kentler experiment”: over a period of 30 years, the 
Berlin social services deliberately placed neglected children with paedophiles under the pretext that they 
would be loved by their adoptive parent. That fact is so crazy that for a while I thought it must be fake. 
Unfortunately not. There were two university reports about it. As well as reading them attentively, I also 
contacted one of the authors who said it was still difficult to measure the scale of the scandal because even 
today the Berlin authorities were blocking access to over a thousand files on the subject.  

I wanted to know how his research was proceeding but I didn’t receive a reply. I can understand: it’s a very 
sensitive subject that could, from what we are beginning to know, have repercussions in high places. What 
I cannot understand, on the other hand, is that no investigative journalist has ever delved into the story to 
expose how widespread it was… When it’s so huge. So, to reply more precisely to your question, I worked 
on this subject in the spirit of a journalist, to reveal that the worst can be committed with the knowledge 
and even the support of authorities supposed to look after us and our children.

NIColAs BEuGlEt • About «the PASSenGeR With no FACe» 



nicolas Beuglet 

The lAsT MessAGe 
(LE DErniEr MESSAGE)

niColas BeuGlet presents us  
with his new series 

an abbey and its wind-battered walls,  
a body mutilated in the strangest of ways, 

indecipherable scientific formulas... 
inspector Grace Campbell does not yet know 

that the last message 
is about to change the course of humanity.

are you sure you want to Know the truth?

The island of iona, west of scotland. great stretches of brown 
grass interspersed with black rocks. And, at the end of the 
“street of the Dead”, the grey silhouette of the abbey. behind its 
wind- battered walls, a resident has just been found murdered, 
his body mutilated in the strangest of ways. The police 
investigation is headed by scottish inspector grace campbell.
After a year of sidelining, she knows that her career is at stake. 
when grace arrives at the monastery under the driving rain, 
she pushes open the heavy front door and is met by the shifting 
gaze of the five monks who live there. All they can say about the 
victim is his name: Anton. They all know, on the other hand, 
that he had a secret study hidden away in the walls, a space 
strewn with scientific formulas...
what was Anton researching? why has he been killed with 
such savagery? As she tries to recover her lost self-confidence, 
grace does not yet realize that the solution to one of the most 
intriguing puzzles of mankind rests solely on her shoulders...

Be warned... The Last Message might plunge you to the 
depths of anguish and insanity...

the mysterious, solitary FiGure 
oF the younG sCottish inspeCtor, 

GraCe CampBell
•

BeuGlet : the new voiCe in FrenCh Crime
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nicolAs beuglet  
is 47 years old. after fifteen years at the TV channel 

M6, he decided to devote his time to writing 
screenplays and novels. He lives in Boulogne-
Billancourt with his wife and two daughters.  

The Last Message is his 4th novel. 

in The Last Message, we meet your new heroine, Grace Campbell. Can you tell us something 
about her?
Grace is a young Scotswoman of 32, a police inspector in Glasgow. At work, she is known for her ability 
to laugh at herself and for her gentle approach: she has an astonishing empathy for victims, who confide 
in her freely. This great ability to listen probably comes from her solitary life – for Grace has chosen to 
live absolutely alone, without family or friends. Why? The reason for that decision hides behind a locked 
door in her apartment...

the starting point of your story is a particularly brutal crime, committed in a monastery 
on the little, windswept island of iona. the victim is also a mystery...
When Grace turns up at this isolated monastery, all the monks are suspects. They can’t look her in the 
eye, they speak in hushed tones and nobody seems to know who the victim was. He was a resident of the 
community who had rented a room there for two years. All they know about him is his name, Anton, and 
his habit of holing himself up in his little room for hours on end, doing nobody knows what. The way he 
was killed, unprecedented in the history of crime, is proof enough that he was not just a random victim.

in all your novels, you plumb the depths of humanity. here, you deal with the develop-
ment of human intelligence. is it a way of exorcising your own fears and preoccupations?
It isn’t the shadowy parts of humanity that interest me so much as the ideas, phenomena and realities that 
shape us – or rather, deform and traumatize us without our even realizing they exist. I like to shed light 
on ideas that we do not talk about but which change everything. The spark that ignited The Last Message 
came from the observation, both fascinating and terrifying, that for over 20 years now, western human 
intelligence has been in decline.
Homo sapiens has been on earth for thousands of years and it is in our era that they are becoming their 
most stupid! Why now? What has happened? Is it just chance or the consequence of certain choices of 
which we haven’t realized the significance? Or, even worse, is it organized by certain people? The question 
is all the more pressing since intelligence is at the basis of our whole survival as a species. Just as a war for 
water is being talked about, this is a war over intelligence that is looming on the horizon...

Without giving away the plot, could you tell us more about this “last message” that 
involves the reader in mind blowing trains of thought?
It’s important to know that I write thrillers based only on facts – little-known facts but real ones none-
theless. The Last Message is based on scientific research that has been carried out in universities but which 
has not yet reached the public domain. In fact, I wonder whether that isn’t precisely because it is too 
unsettling. These discoveries are, as you say, truly mind blowing because they challenge all one’s beliefs – 
and when I say “one”, I mean “you” as well. So the only thing I can tell you with certainty is that this last 
message is likely to plunge you into a very strange state indeed...

NIColAs BEuGlEt • About «the LASt MeSSAGe»
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deVil’s islANd
(L’ÎLE Du DiAbLE)

revenGe iS a MaTTer Of MeMOry

The body covered with a strange white powder… the 
extremities gangrenous…
A face frozen in a grimace of pain…

sarah geringën is gripped with horror when she sees her 
father’s body.  And is paralysed with fear when the pathologist 
gives her the key found in his stomach.
what if her father was not the man he seemed to be?
from murky norwegian forests to icy siberian plains, the 
former special forces inspector goes on a journey to confront 
a terrifying family secret. what will she discover in that old 
manor house isolated in the woods? will she dare venture 
onto Devil’s island?

nicolas beuglet’s new novel is a spine-chilling thriller that 
exhumes a horrifying unknown event from the depths of history 
and poses intriguing questions.

how much of our ancestors live in us, for better or worse?

a thriller inspired By 
reCent disCoveries & dramatiC events

•
spine-chilling and terriBly addictive
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Your new thriller Devil’s Island begins where you left off in The Alliance: Sarah Geringën is in 
a sticky predicament in a prison cell… What is she doing behind bars?
Sarah has been imprisoned as a result of the daring and determination that characterise her. In her job she 
has a reputation of being cold and taciturn but with a formidable efficiency that makes her one of the best 
inspectors in the country.  Which is why the government had called on her to find out who assassinated 
the Norwegian Prime Minister in The Alliance. But at the most critical moment of her investigation, Sarah 
inadvertently caused the death of an innocent bystander whom she was trying to save. The circumstances 
are unclear and while the enquiry is being carried out, she is incarcerated. She is consumed with remorse 
and also with grief at the break up with the love of her life, Christopher.

Sarah is confronted with a murder that will shake her to the very depths, uncovering the 
pain of a past filled with shadows… 
When she learns of her father’s murder, Sarah is convinced it is the result of a burglary gone wrong.  
Her father was a peaceable man with a straightforward life. However, when she sees the terrifying sta-
ging of the murder, she realises he was not the man he seemed to be. His body is covered in a mysterious 
white powder, his extremities are frozen to the point of gangrene and his face is contorted with suffering.  
Stranger still, the pathologist finds a key in his stomach. What does it open? What terrible act can her 
father have committed to deserve such a death? 
For me, finding out that someone you love is not the person you thought he was, is the most anxiety-ma-
king experience. Especially if that shadowy area has repercussions for oneself… 

Your thriller deals with an incredible affair of revenge. A meal best eaten very very 
cold… And which takes us back to an unknown but chilling historical event.  What can 
you tell us about this, without spoiling the intrigue?   
One day I was helping friends move a small public library.  A history book had been left on a shelf and 
when I saw its terrifying title, I was immediately captured. The book described in detail a terrible event 
that took place somewhere in Europe during the 1930s. The facts were so appalling that I was certain  
I would find references to them in every history textbook and in large number of articles but in fact there 
were none! It is extraordinary that such an affair is not known all over the world, particularly since what 
happened there inevitably left deep traces in our collective memory.  

At the end of the book we finally understand the complex personality of your heroine. 
Devil’s Island seems to conclude a trilogy. is that right?
As an investigator, Sarah is a woman who fights for the truth – but in fact, most of all she is fighting  
herself. Eaten up with a guilt she does not understand, she immerses herself in work, trying to make 
amends for an unknown sin. All while hoping desperately for a child. In this latter aim, Sarah will be 
pushed to the furthest reaches of her unconscious. What will she find there? The redemption she hopes 
for or a truth that will destroy her? Her inner conflict reflects our own: we all have to move forward in life 
despite the traumas we have inherited from our parents. I feel that the psychological battle Sarah wages 
with herself captures the question that propels everyone’s life: to what degree are we capable of, or do 
we want, freedom?

NIColAs BEuGlEt • About «DeViL’S iSLAnD»
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The AlliANCe
(CoMPLot)

a new GriPPinG inveSTiGaTiOn  
fOr SaraH GerinGen, PrOTaGOniST  
Of “THe SCreaM” BeSTSeLLer

An island stricken by icy winds, in norway on the edge of the 
Arctic circle. Atop a cliff, the naked and martyred corpse of a 
woman. The country’s prime Minister. her hands grip a piece 
of white chalk. below, on a corniche, the hollowed out head  
of a bull.
faced with this crime scene, as terrifying as it is bizarre, the 
norwegian authorities have no other choice but to call in sarah 
geringën, the ex-special forces agent and super-investigator 
who was in charge of the investigation in The Scream, nicolas 
beuglet’s previous novel. 
sarah discovers that the victim was killed by sword and that 
between her toes there is a miniscule tattoo with the word “etta”. 
while researching the crime she discovers that the same type 
of crimes happened… 2700 years ago. soon after, she unearths 
a sanctuary beneath the prime Minister’s house. inside she 
finds a computer and the references of three women in charge 
of carrying out an incredible mission: restoring the power  
of women.
next to the names of these women are three dates, very close 
together. This sounds like a guarantee of mayhem. sarah is sure 
that these women are in danger. when she starts feeling the 
shadow of a killer hovering around her the elite policewoman 
understands that a deadly hunt has begun to stop them.
And keep men in power….
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thriLLEr

a remarKaBle thriller  
Full oF aCtion and suspense

•
aFter the ScreaM, niColas BeuGlet Gives us  

a new thriller with an astonishinG endinG
•

and what iF, lonG BeFore men,  
women ruled the world?
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nicolas Beuglet 

The sCReAM
(LE Cri)

THe diSCOvery Of a GreaTLy TaLenTed 
wriTer
 
 
every page of the story raises the question of the meaning  
of existence and plunges us into our innermost fears

psychiatric hospital in gaustad, oslo. At dawn after a night of 
bitter cold, the body of a patient is found strangled to death in 
his cell, his mouth open in a silent scream. rushed to the scene, 
the disconcerting inspector sarah geringen immediately 
senses that this case will be unlike any other…
The mysteries pile up: why does the victim have a scar in 
the form of the number 488 on his forehead? what do the 
indecipherable drawings on the walls of his cell signify? why 
does the hospital staff seem so uncomfortable with the identity 
of this man who had been interned in the gaustad hospital for 
over thirty years?
for sarah it is the beginning of a terrifying investigation that 
will send her from london to Ascension island, from the mines 
of Minnesota to the heights of ancient nice.
subjected to a relentless countdown, sara’s destiny will be linked 
to that of a french investigative journalist, christopher, and she 
will discover, while digging up ciA records, a staggering truth 
about one of the questions that haunts each and every one of us: 
life after death…

The response, buried in top secret laboratories, might just 
be more frightening than the question!

a FasCinatinG thriller oF  
rare CompleXity, inspired By  
real disCoveries and events
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Xavier  MuLLEr
 
eReCTus
a faST-PaCed & dizzyinG  
SCienCe THriLLer

in the heart of kruger park, south Africa, animal and 
plant species are suddenly changing and turning back 
into their prehistoric form. Anna Meunier, a young 
french paleontologist, explores the region to trace the 
trail of contamination. but soon the very first human 
cases of regression are discovered. what was only a 
risky assumption becomes a global nightmare!
The infection dramatically spreads via poisonous rats. 
in new york, paris, geneva, from china to Japan, 
the homo-erectus with prominent jaws trigger panic 
among the population.
As states mobilize, anti-prehistoric militias are forming 
everywhere. erectus try to flee the places where they are 
parked. At the un, the debate is raging: should these 
erectus be considered as men? should they be protected 
or should the population be protected from them?
upon learning that her companion, yann, is infected 
too, Anna embarks on a desperate quest to get back the 
love of her life. until the very last moment, she will cling 
to the hope of saving the man she does not recognize 
anymore...
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DystOpiAn thriLLEr

what iF the love oF your liFe  
turned into a prehistoriC man?  

what would you do?
•

what iF we all BeCame prehistoriC humans aGain?

riGHTS SOLd in 6 COUnTrieS   

Germany (heyne), spain (plaza& Janés), 
Japan (take shobo), poland (swiat Ksiaski), 

russia (Family leisure Club),  
CzeCh repuBliC (albatros media)

150,000  
cOpiEs sOlD

BEstsELLEr
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dARWiN’s ARMy

THe eaGerLy-awaiTed SeQUeL 
TO xavier MÜLLer’S 
BeSTSeLLer ERECTUS

THe reTUrn Of THe reGreSSiOn virUS 
MOre POwerfUL and TerrifyinG THan 
ever...
 
 
every page of the story raises the question of the meaning  
of existence and plunges us into our innermost fears

everyone thought the nightmare was over: having transformed 
part of humanity into prehistoric men, the kruger virus had  
finally run its course.
seven years later, the world is once again in a state of terror. The 
erectus who were thought to be sterile are reproducing in their 
wildlife reserves. Dozens are being murdered daily while others 
are disappearing...
who is hiding behind these deadly operations?
in kenya, french researcher Anna Meunier tries to protect her 
partner yann, who has been transformed into a prehistoric 
man. to her, erectus are ancestors worthy of respect rather than 
savage beasts.
however, the terrifying threat still looms. A secret organisation 
is behind a new wave of contamination. even worse, it is 
kidnapping erectus from the reserves in order to mine their 
extraordinary abilities. its aim is to create a new human race 
with increased powers that will control the planet.
This is the beginning of a truly hellish global combat...

Published 
FebRuARy, 2021
496 P.

Xavier  MuLLEr  
thriLLEr

press praises

« beware! All-nighter guaranteed! once you opened this book, no chance you’ll unhand it! » 
sandrine bajos, Le Parisien 

« A thrilling dystopian novel, […], a crazy storyline » 
bernard lehut, RTL 

« you will devour this powerful thriller that can be read like a chilling speculation about the future of 
mankind. » 
françois rahier, Sud Ouest



cAi Jun is born in Shanghai in 1978, and started to write at  
22 years old. His novels met immediately with success. Today, known for 

his inexhaustible imagination and incredible sense of suspense, he is one the 
best-selling authors in China. Nicknamed ”The Chinese Stephen king”, he has 

published over thirty thrillers and short story collections. 

cAi Jun 

liKe yesTeRdAy 
(CoMME HiEr)

an OriGinaL PUzzLe  
Of daUnTinG COMPLexiTy
on 13 August 2017, Jiao keming, a computer technology 
teacher at the nanming high school, his wife and their five-
year-old son – who suffers from a congenital illness – are 
murdered in their apartment.  
charged with the enquiry, the incorruptible ye xiao is 
assisted by sheng xia, one of the victim’s pupils.  seventeen 
years old, red hair, a Thai box expert and formidable hacker… 
suffering from a terminal brain tumour, she has vowed to 
avenge her teacher – with whom she had developed, before 
his death, a revolutionary virtual reality app called “like 
yesterday”.  
Thanks to this new technology that enables people to dive 
back into their own memories and to explore other people’s 
ones, the righters of wrongs will uncover two cold cases.
in this gripping thriller that navigates between reality and 
the virtual world, the characters are like so many pieces of 
a puzzle that fit neatly together until, in the final resolution, 
the complete picture is revealed.  
The unlikely but very likeable duo of avenging angels 
represent a glimmer of hope in this dark picture of  
21st century chinese society that teems with violence and 
unbridled capitalism – with all its catastrophic consequences 
on the environment and humanity – and the ubiquitous 
presence of new communication technologies…

a fast-paced thriller in the vein Of  
«Black mirrOr» series 

•
a striking pOrtrait Of tOday’s china

 
the new BestsellinG novel oF  

«the chinese stephen king»

 
thriLLEr

Published  
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 13 MilliOn 
cOpiEs sOlD 

in chinA



cAi Jun 

The RiVeR  
oF obliVioN 
(LA riVièrE DE L’oubLi)

shanghai, June 1995

on a rainy night, shen Ming, a high school teacher admired 
and appreciated by his students, is stabbed to death. A short 
time before, a young girl, one of shen Ming’s students, had 
been killed on the high school campus.
in charge of the investigation, inspector huang hai is 
unable to find a link between all these crimes. each new 
answer leads to a new question. As if clarity was in itself an 
illusion … 
nine years later, in october 2004, a gifted young boy,  
si wang, is adopted by shen Ming’s ex-fiancée, a very rich 
woman whose social status allows her a lot of power. At this 
same moment, new murders take place in the city.
And what if the child held the secret to these serial murders?
And what if he was the reincarnation of the professor who 
had come back for revenge?

Published  
sePTeMbeR, 2018
400 P.
Full eNGlish 
TRANslATioN AVAilAble

 
thriLLEr

riGHTS SOLd in 10 COUnTrieS 
enGlish, CzeCh, German, Korean, 

serBian, slovaKian, thai, turKish, 
vietnamese, Japanese 

a thriller playinG with  
the edGes oF reality reminisCent  

oF south ameriCan literature
•

a striking pOrtrait Of tOday’s china, 
where suCCess has BeCome a Core value 

and Corruption inFiltrate all soCial 
relations

Life & deaTH & THe PerfeCT revenGe 



guillaume Musso 

AN APARTMeNT  
iN PARis 
(un APPArtEMEnt à PAriS)

arT iS a Lie THaT TeLLS THe TrUTH…

A MAN, A WOMAN, A SECRET…  
A MYSTERIOUS APARTMENT  
IN THE HEART OF PARIS…
paris, an artist’s workshop hidden at the end  
of a lush green alleyway. Madeline has rented it to 
allow herself some rest and isolation. Due to a 
misunderstanding the young cop from london sees 
gaspard, a misanthropic author who has come from 
the united states to write in solitude, arrive on her 
doorstep. These two hyper-sensitive souls are forced 
to cohabitate for a few days. The workshop was once 
owned by the famous painter sean lorenz and still 
exudes his passion for colors and light. overcome by 
the assassination of his young son, lorenz had died the year 
before their arrival and had left behind three paintings, which have 
since disappeared. fascinated by his genius and intrigued by his fatal 
destiny, Madeline and gaspard decide to join forces in order to recover 
these supposedly extraordinary paintings.
but to uncover the real secret of sean lorenz they will first have to 
face their own demons in a tragic investigation that will change them 
forever.

an addictive and captivating thriller carried by profoundly human 
characters. a vertiginous jump into the mysterious world of creation.

guillAume musso  
is a phenomenon. Through his 
fourteen novels, translated the world 
over, this 43-year-old has conquered 
the hearts of millions of readers, and 
has imposed an original style, where 
suspense and emotion are closely 
woven together.

©
Em

an
ue

le 
Sc

or
ce

lle
tti

M
ED

iA
s

 
thriLLEr

 1,8 MilliOn  
cOpiEs sOlD 

Published 
MARCh 30, 2017

484 P.

“a total triumph. a book of maturity and audacity.” rTL

“a fast paced-intrigue that keeps you turning the pages until the end.” 
FraNCe 5

“addictive.” Marie CLaire

“His most intoxicating novel. [...] an intense, diabolical thriller that strings 
you along so as to better unnerve you. [...] psychologically mastered 
characters, multi-level intrigue and unbearable suspense.” TerraFeMiNa



14 bestsellers in 14 years!

30 Million copies  
sold worldwide

Albania bota 

Azerbaidjan Qanun Publishing

bosnia-herzegovina herzegovina izdavaštvo

brazil Verus 
bulgaria itzok Zapad 
China hachette Phoenix 

Croatia Fokus 

Czech Republic Motto Albatros 

denmark lindhart & Ringhof

estonia ersen

Germany Pendo 
Georgia Palitra l
Greece Kastaniotis 
hungary Park Kiado
indonesia Penerbit haru

italy la Nave di Teseo

israel Kinneret 
Japan shueisha 
Korea balgungsesang 
latvia Zvaigzne AbC 
lebanon sama 

lithuania baltos iankos 
Macedonia Toper
Montenegro Nova Knjiga 
Netherlands A.W. bruna 

Norway Pantagruel 
Poland Albatros 
Portugal Planeta Portugal
Romania Allfa 
Russia eksmo 
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slovakia Albatros Media 

spain Penguin Random house
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sweden damm Forlag
Taiwan Crown 
Thailand Amarin 
Turkey Koridor 
uK Gallic 

ukraine hemiro
Vietnam Nha Nam

“a little mysterious, a lot romantic and plenty entertaining.” CoSMoPoLiTaN (uk)

“The roads to suspense are endless. and surprising… Central Park is a face-paced psychological thriller full of twists.”  
L’eSPreSSo (italy)

“We put the pieces together to discover another mystery. one thrilling story leads to another.”  SiSa NeWS People (korea)

Praise for Guillaume Musso in France and abroad!

sold in 41 languages!

On thE  
tOp 10 BEst-
sEllEr list 
in gErMAny 
FOr 11 WEEKs 



histOricAl crime nOvEl

henri lœVenbruck  
was born in Paris in 1972. 

Writer, musician and 
lyricist, he is the author of 
over fifteen novels widely 

translated.  

Published  
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henri lœvenbruck

The MuRdeReR oF 
The Rue VolTAiRe
(L’ASSASSin DE LA ruE VoLtAirE)

a new GaBrieL jOLy inveSTiGaTiOn

  
SOMeTiMeS THe COMédie-françaiSe 
TUrnS BLOOdy 

paris, August 1789 
on one end, The Declaration of the rights of Man and the citizen 
is being drafted… on the other end, people are assassinated…

behind the curtains of the comédie-française, bodies are horribly mutilated. 
The shadow of a dark man...
Actors, spectators, revolutionaries, the suspects are all over …

An infernal  hunt!

The nascent revolution is continuing to shake the whole of france. in paris, the 
mysterious wolf of the cordeliers – whom had been thought dead – reappears 
in the alleyways of notorious neighbourhoods. As for gabriel Joly, young 
investigative journalist, he is taken over by a strange case of murders in the   
comédie française. 
with the help of his faithful friend, the extraordinary pirate récif, gabriel will 
carry out a secret investigation with his usual sagacity.  real and false testimonies, 
hot pursuits : will he succeed in unmasking the author of these odious crimes?  
And what if the wolf of the cordeliers himself became his best ally?

a Great historiCal novel,  
fast-paced & gripping

•
GaBriel Joly ConduCts  

a new high-risk investigatiOn 

vOluME 3

 gABriEl 
JOly sEriEs: 

200,000  
cOpiEs sOlD 



Published  
NoVeMbeR, 2020
550 P.

The WolF oF The 
CoRdelieRs
(LE LouP DES CorDELiErS)

a dive inTO THe MySTeriOUS BaCkSTaGe Of 
THe frenCH revOLUTiOn...

in May 1789, a wind of revolt blows in paris. gabriel Joly, brilliant 
young provincial, goes to the capital where he dreams of becoming 
the greatest journalist of his time. his first challenge: to unmask the 
wolf of the cordeliers, this terrifying vigilante who, at night, holds a 
wolf on a leash and commits bloody murders to protect women in the 
streets of paris...
his investigations lead gabriel Joly on the trail of the great actors 
of the just-starting revolution: Danton, Desmoulins, Mirabeau, 
robespierre, but also the mysterious young woman Théroigne de 
Méricourt and the Masonic lodge of the nine sisters...
on July 14, a man discreetly escapes from the bastille prison, the 
same day it capitulates. will gabriel Joly discover the true identity of 
the wolf of the cordeliers, and reveal one of the largest plots of the 
french revolution?

The Red hANd MysTeRy
(LE MyStèrE DE LA MAin rouGE)

THe TUrMOiL Of THe frenCH revOLUTiOn

July 1789. As parisian revolutionaries storm the bastille, brilliant 
young journalist gabriel Joly – newly arrived in the capital – makes 
the greatest discovery of his new career. he has uncovered the identity 
of the wolf of the cordeliers, a mysterious vigilante who haunts the 
streets of paris at night… however, just as he is about to be foiled, the 
wolf disappears!

A high-speed pursuit ensues that will take gabriel Joly to the corsican 
scrublands on the trail of the red hand, a strange secret society whose 
members have connections with the revolution raging in the capital.  

a CompellinG saGa Between Criminal 
investiGation & Great history

•
 GrippinG historiCal thrillers

in the vein oF aleXandre dumas

Published  
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vOluME 2



Mireille calmel

oF sWiRls ANd blood 
(D’ÉCuME Et DE SAnG)

One Of THe GreaTeST HerOineS  
Of THe 100 yearS’ warPLOT 

1343
At the beginning of the breton war of succession (in present-day 
brittany) a pact is signed between england and france. Jeanne de 
belleville is relieved.

captured by the british, olivier de clisson, the love of her life, was just 
released and has returned to Jeanne. The king of france even invites 
clisson to the prestigious tournament that follows the marriage of his 
second son. 

And yet, at the conclusion of the jousting match from which he 
emerges as the winner, clisson is captured, accused of having ties to 
the king of england. 

two days later, he is beheaded. overcome with pain and the feeling 
of having been wronged, Jeanne unites the warring bretons to form 
an army as she rallies the british on board of her ship Ma Vengeance 
(“My revenge”). out of love, one man eventually saves her from being 
hanged for treason.

“Jeanne de Belleville has haunted me for many years. She is the most 
emotionally powerful figure that I’ve met since I began writing.” 
Mireille calmel

Published
MAy, 2022
368 P.

 
histOricAl nOvEl 

mireille cAlmel,
born in 1964, has been writing since 
the age of eight. Like many authors, 

her writing career started discreetly, 
with songs, short stories, plays. Then, 

she took several years to write her first 
novel, eleanor’s Bed (Xo, 2002), the 
success of which was like a fairytale 

come true for Mireille. Her novels 
published with Xo,  

have all been best-sellers. 
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MirEiLLE 
cAlMEl’s nOvEls

3 MiLLiOn cOpiEs 
•

14 lAnguAgEs

the ChillinG  ConFessions  
oF a swashBuCKlinG heroine

•
 a pirate woman oF unpreCedented  

CouraGe



christian JAcq

ChAMPollioN The 
eGyPTiAN
(CHAMPoLLion L’ÉGyPtiEn)

the increDible ADventure of the 
french scholAr who DeciphereD 
the hieroglyphs

from July 1828 to December 1829, Jean-françois champollion made 
his dream come true and finally travelled the land of the pharaohs 
to test his fabulous discovery, the hieroglyphs’ key, the access to an 
ancient civilisation.

he was not, however, be spared anything. neither the destructive 
tyrants’ schemes nor the traps set by traffickers of ancient stones. 

Despite the death threats, champollion, with an admirable courage 
and ridiculous means, obstinately followed his quest on the shores of 
the nil river, determined to save what can still be.

Published
MAy, 2022
384 P.

 
histOricAl nOvEl 

the lOng-awaited repuBlicatiOn Of 
christian Jacq’s great nOvel  

that triGGered, amonG millions oF readers,  
an undyinG passion For anCient eGypt christiAn JAcQ, 

declared one day that his 
greatest happiness was 

to write on the banks 
of the Nile... a beautiful 

summary of a passion that 
took him over very young, 

after he discovers egypt 
aged thirteen, through his 

readings. His novels are now 
translated into 29 languages.

christiAn 
JAcq’s nOvEls: 

30 MiLLiOn cOpiEs 
WOrlDWiDE 

•
trAnslAtED intO  

29 lAnguAgEs



christiAn JAcq 

The GoldeN  
WoMAN 
The MiRACulous liFe 
oF PhARAoh QueeN 

hATshePsouT

(LA FEMME D’or)

“yOU were Made TO reiGn, My daUGHTer…”

hatshepsut is one of the most famous queens of egypt, whose 
life was a series of miracles that would give her a legendary place 
in history. The beautiful, intelligent daughter of tuthmosis, she 
becomes regent of the kingdom after the death of her husband, 
tuthmosis ii, and is then appointed pharoah while her son, 
tuthmosis iii, is too young to reign. for the first and only time, 
egypt has two kings at the same time: a woman and a child.
by carrying out the supreme role, hatshepsut becomes Man, 
without losing any of her femininity. Married to egypt, for 15 
years she safeguards its power and prosperity.   .
with the help of her astronomer friend senenmut, she foils all 
conspiracies. All that remains is for her to fulfil her finest dream: 
to discover the great secret of alchemy that will make her into the 
golden woman… 

“Following her father’s teachings, Hatshepsut fulfills her own 
destiny. Faced with this being of light, this female sun, this woman 
with a golden face, her childhood friend Senenmut knows that she 
will henceforth be forever unreachable. Yet he will always love her.”

Published
oCTobeR, 2021
250 P. 
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christiAn JAcQ, 
declared one day that his 

greatest happiness was 
to write on the banks 

of the Nile... a beautiful 
summary of a passion that 
took him over very young, 

after he discovers egypt 
aged thirteen, through his 

readings. His novels are now 
translated into 29 languages.



christiAn JAcq 

eGyPT
The lAsT hoPe 
The heRoiC liFe oF The hiGh 

PRiesT PeTosiRis 

“yOU wHO are LivinG On THe earTH, aPPrOaCH 
My eTernaL reSTinG PLaCe. i wiLL GUide yOU  
On THe PaTH Of Life.” 
inSCriPTiOn On THe TOMB Of PeTOSiriS  

324 b.c. Ancient egypt is a mere shadow of what it once 
was ; the two lands, north and south, are occupied by 
the persians, cunning and cruel invaders determined to 
destroy the civilisation of the pharaohs. There is one town 
that refuses to surrender, however: hermopolis, the city 
of Thoth, god of wise men and scribes. At its head, the 
high priest petosiris and his wife. The couple, known and 
respected by all egyptians, organise a shadow army and, 
with a network of resistance fighters, an uprising is planned 
as a prelude to a nationwide revolt.  

by following in Thoth’s footsteps, petosiris becomes not 
only a hero and symbol of the struggle against brutal 
oppression but also a great sage for all his contemporaries. 
for Thoth, god of knowledge and wielder of formulas of 
magic and power, is the master of precision and conveyer 
of creative light to humans.  

petosiris and his wife decide to go to the very end in this 
terrible combat – better to die than to live as slaves… but 
what if a miracle occurred? A miracle named Alexander 
the great who would finally give egypt back its peace and 
freedom.

Published  
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histOricAl nOvEl 

 
betrAyAls, strAtAgeMs, conspirAcies

•
 A fAst pAceD thriller set  

in the heArt of Ancient egypt



skip to content

christian JAcq
 

hoReMheb
tHE rEturn oF tHE LiGHt

(LE rEtour DE LA LuMièrE)

THe exTraOrdinary deSTiny Of a SCriBe  
wHO BeCaMe PHaraOH

Horemheb contemplated the Great Royal Wife, haloed by the golden 
light of the setting sun. An almost unreal beauty.
- Come on, she demanded, getting up.
Squeezing her hand very hard, she took him to the edge of the terrace.
- What can you see, my king?
In the light of the West, the shapes of the pyramids erected by the pharaohs 
of the golden age were outlined.
- Our ancestors built eternity, said the queen, and we must continue their 
work. What Akhenaton tried to destroy, you need to strengthen!

in the city of the sun of Akhenaten, horemheb is a royal scribe, with 
no particular power. At the death of Akhenaten, thanks to his talents 
as a strategist, he avoids a civil war between the supporters of Aton, the 
unique god, and the followers of the return to tradition.
under the reign of the young tutankhamun, horemheb was appointed 
commander-in-chief of an army that no longer exists and that he is 
reforming. he manages, both by diplomatic and military means, to 
avoid an invasion of the hittites, the ancestors of the turks. on the 
death of tutankhamun, victim of an Atonian plot, the young widow of 
the latter tries to sell the country to the hittites. horemheb prevents 
disaster by removing the hittite prince who came to marry the traitor.
it is not he who succeeds tutankhamun, to whom he was always loyal, 
but Aÿ, an old courtier, whose program is to do nothing. four years of 
immobility and degradation.
At the death of Aÿ, horemheb, whose first wife was the victim of an 
attack, finally becomes pharaoh. he is fortunate enough to marry a 
remarkable great royal wife, who has the same sense of the state as 
he does. horemheb constantly fights against the Azeri party that wants 
to regain power and that will stop at nothing to achieve it. he will 
nevertheless manage to overcome these plots and jolts in the end.
Author of religious, economic and social reforms, horemheb 
reestablished a golden age, as testified by his tomb of the valley of the 
kings.
 the FasCinatiG destiny

oF the sCriBe who prevented eGypt  
From sinKinG into Chaos

Published
oCTobeR, 2019
423 P.
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christiAn JAcq 

PhARAoh
(PHArAon)

THe faSCinaTinG Life  
Of THe firST PHaraOH

pharaoh Thutmose iii (1504-1450), who will be later 
nicknamed the egyptian napoleon, was a redoubtable 
strategist and fearless warrior. but the man was also a scholar 
who had at heart the constant improvement of the lot of his 
people. Madly in love with the remarkable musician satiah, 
he was the first egyptian king to be called pharaoh. This 
novel tells the extraordinary life of one of the greatest kings 
of ancient egypt.
chosen by the gods, Thutmosis iii was too young to rule.  
A woman, the famous hatchepsout, therefore ran the 
country in his place. At the death of the pharaoh Queen, he 
was forced to leave his dear libraries to exercise real power.
A great connoisseur of sacred texts, writer, botanist, 
concerned about public health, Thutmosis is confronted 
with a major danger from the beginning of his reign:  
a coalition formed in syria has plans to invade egypt.
The egyptian napoleon will have to conduct 17 military 
campaigns to reduce his adversaries to powerlessness. 
intrepid, he will lead his professional army beyond the 
euphrates, with considerable risks.
wise, this pharaoh drew himself the scenes of the book  
of the hidden chamber on the walls of his tomb in the 
valley of kings. A great builder, he notably built the temple 
at karnak dedicated to the initiation of high priests.
faced with adversity and the severe blows that destiny 
brought him, tuthmosis never gave up. And his kingdom, 
inspired by celestial harmony, was of this world.

Published  
oCTobeR, 2018
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passion, ComBat, anCestral wisdom & 

searCh For harmon
•

the adventures and seCrets oF one  
oF the Greatest KinGs oF eGypt

My name is Thutmosis, and I have built  
a world. A world with borders threatened 
by darkness and barbarism. A world that 
could have disappeared under the weight 
of greed, lies and mediocrity. But I fought, 
day after day, with the help of the gods 
so that the light could shine, and feed the 
humans.
And my kingdom was of this world. 

"

"

riGHTS SOLd 
iTaLy, rUSSia
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christian JAcq 

CARboN FooTPRiNT
(L’EMPrEintE CArbon)

Published 
MARCh, 2022
224 P.

cozy crime 
series

in addition to his fantastic novels about 
ancient egypt, Christian Jacq is also the 
author of a cult series, the investigations 
of inspector higgins, which has captivated 
thousands of readers. 
in this new novel, it all starts with a 
poisoning at an awards ceremony. an illustrious 
mathematician is wrongly accused on the basis 
of a false testimony. The investigation is sloppy. 
a nice scandal on the horizon, unless higgins 
untangles the threads of an enigma.



t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s        o f  i n s p e c t o r  h i g g i n s

> 4 titlEs pEr yEAr  
> 44 titlEs AlrEADy 
puBlishED

 
 
 

ABOut christiAn JAcq’s 
WOrKs:
> sOlD in 29 lAnguAgEs
> MOrE thAn 30 MiLLiOn 
cOpiEs sOlD WOrlWiDE!

OvEr 
1,000,000 

cOpiEs sOlD  
OF thE sEriEs

official jeweller at Buckingham palace, spencer 
devgard has been given the top secret task of 
restoring the crown her majesty will wear at the 
ceremony of the opening of parliament.  his 
workshop is a veritable bunker.

returning from the opera, however, his wife 
finds the reinforced door ajar and, inside, the 
body of the famous goldsmith.  Bizarrely, neither 
the crown of elizabeth ii nor that of the queen 
mother have been touched.  

in a notebook, spencer devgard has left a message 
containing names and cryptic clues.  it’s up to 
higgins to decode them rapidly and find out why 
the jeweller died for the Crown!

AbouT iNsPeCToR hiGGiNs…
while seeming to enjoy a quiet retirement in his comfortable home full of souvenirs from 
the east, the ex-Chief inspector finds himself regularly torn from his roses and readings  
of eminent authors in order to help scotland yard resolve particularly sensitive cases.
The only englishman who hates tea, a stocky food lover with a salt and pepper mustache,  
he is a formidable auditor who knows how to scrutinize the darkest corners of the human 
soul and extract information from the tiniest of clues. 



oKsA PolloCK

PRoMises oF 
ToMoRRoW 
(L’ESPoir DES LEnDEMAinS)

THe MUCH awaiTed reTUrn Of  
OkSa POLLOCk

in this new volume in the series, we find our heroine, 10 years later, 
dealing with the vicissitudes of power, facing the conservative old 
guard and the youth that wants to emancipate, eager for another 
world...
oksa is finally back to edefia!
After the civil war, the lost-and-found land gradually recovered 
from its wounds, thanks to the energy of its inhabitants, the young 
gracious and the runaways. better days are coming, especially as 
oksa and gus are going to be parents.
but everything is not good as it seems. The allies of the cursed felons 
band together in secret to overthrow the gracious power and the 
youth aspires to know The-outside. The revolt rises, while, under 
the effect of climate degradation, edefia begins to decline.
stay and fight? give up and leave? Threatened from inside and 
outside, oksa and the runaways will have to make crucial and cruel 
choices.

Published 
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yOung ADult  

thE nEW vOluME  
OF thE yA  

FrEnch phEnOMEnOn
«OKsA pOllOcK"

CatCh up with a powerFully 
seduCtive & deFinitely maGiCal saGa

•
a story Filled with inventive maGiC 

& riCh with humanity

ANNE plichOtA & cEnDrinE WOlF

intErnAtiOnAl  
tv sEriEs  
tO cOME
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aNNe  PLiCHoTa & CeNDriNe WoLF are the authors of the 
worldwide successful Oksa Pollock series. 

They have been writing together for almost ten years. Their 
novels and series have conquered a large audience around 

essential themes : identity, friendship, relationships.

Oksa POllOck

6 Volumes & 1 million copies sold worldwide
•

trAnslAted into 27 lAnguAges
•

A uniQue uniVerse
•

A cAst of loVAble chArActers & crAzy creAtures

the lAst hope 
vol 1

the forest  
of the lost
vol 2

wArning: this series is mAgicAl!

once you get to know oksA, you won’t be Able to liVe without her,
or without the AmAzing pollock fAmily And the extrAVAgAnt creAtures  

of their fAntAstic world...

the heArt of 
two worlDs
vol 3

the evil ties
vol 4

the reign of 
the felons
vol 5

the lAst stAr
vol 6

«oksa pollock» is a breathtaking saga, with inventive magic and great human wealth, for readers aged 
10 to 15 years, written by two librarians from strasbourg, Anne plichota and cendrine wolf. oksa is 
a teenager freshly settled in london whose life will change the day she learns that she is the heir to a 
hidden world that her family has had to flee and she is the only one who can save...



FrÉDEric MiTTERRAnD

1938
The eye oF The 
huRRiCANe
(1938 L’oEiL Du CyCLonE)

After the “cowardly relief” of the Munich agreement, hitler sends 
his foreign affairs minister, Joachim von ribbentrop, to paris 
on the 6th of December to sign a “good neighbour” agreement. 
ribbentrop is received with full honours of the republic.  

however, is this just another ruse on the führer’s part?  should 
france continue with rapid rearmament?   

The pogrom of kristallnacht several weeks earlier and the 
unleashing of anti-semitic persecution throughout germany, 
along with hitler’s continued incendiary speeches, reignited 
suspicion among a section of public and political opinion. The 
french government was divided. it also had to confront other 
crises such as the violent anti-french fascist demonstrations 
orchestrated by Mussolini’s regime in rome.  

The whole of europe is heading for the cliff edge – but the dazzling 
parisian lifestyle obscures the reality of the threat and encourages 
people to put their head in the sand in front of the danger.  

They are dancing on a volcano in a grand, illusory ball.  

where are lucidity, intelligence and courage still to be found?  

Published
FebRuARy, 2022
512 P. 

histOricAl ESSAy

FréDeriC MiTTerraND, great 
storyteller and former Minister 

of Culture, gives a lively account 
of this little-known episode of a 

history that turns out to be tragic.  
and which still sends its powerful 

ripples through contemporary 
historyzdith

zd.

@
Br

un
o K

lei
n



valérie portheret  

you WoN’T GeT 
The ChildReN 
(VouS n’AurEz PAS LES EnFAntS)

As she flicked through the entry-and-exit records of children 
taken into a chateau in the Drôme region of france during the 
second world war, valérie portheret’s attention was seized by a 
detail: little “v”s added in lead pencil after a dozen names. what 
did it mean?  she was told that the names were probably those of 
Jewish children hidden in the chateau under a false identity after 
being rescued from a camp situated at vénissieux in the suburbs 
of lyon.  “v” for vénissieux. That was where 1,016 foreign Jews, 
rounded up on 26 August 1942, were held awaiting “sorting”.

26 August 1942. in response to nazi demands, the french vichy 
government ordered the rounding up of foreign Jews in the region 
of lyon. early that morning, 1,016 were arrested and assembled in 
a “sorting” camp in vénisseux.  
night of 28 to 29 August 1942. Members of welfare organisations 
present in the camp managed to convince parents to sign papers 
abandoning their own children to the care of a christian charity, 
the only way to save them from deportation.

Despite the mothers’ shouting, weeping and suicide attempts, 
108 children are separated from their parents and surreptitiously 
removed from the camp. At the same time, gendarmes take 545 
adults by coach to the station of st priest – direction Drancy 
and then Auschzwitz, where the great majority of them will be 
gassed. in the following hours, the police launch a search for these 
children hidden in a former convent. in leaflets, the resistance 
declares: “you won’t get the children”.

This is the untold story of the greatest rescue of Jewish children, 
destined for death, undertaken in france during the second 
world war by an incredible chain of men and women working 
together.

a voiCe oF rememBranCe and a homaGe 
to the virtuous  

•
an eXCeptional historiCal doCument 

aCCompanied By photos oF the Camp oF 
vénissieuX

Published
FebRuARy, 2020
P. 234 

EGLISH 
MANUSCRIPT 
AVAILABLE 

histOricAl ESSAy

after 25 years of research,  
historian VAlérie portheret  

has recreated the rescue from the camp of 
Vénissieux and has managed to identify 90 of 
the 108 children saved from deportation, now 

living all over the world, collecting testimonies 
from many of them. This extraordinary story 
captivated public opinion at the time, forcing 

French government to refuse the Nazis’ 
demands to deport further Jews.



Mike horn

ANTARCTiCA, 
The dReAM oF A liFeTiMe
(L’AntArCtiquE, LE rÊVE D’unE ViE)

an inCrediBLe BaTTLe aGainST 
THe eLeMenTS, THe COLd, 
THe wind & THe iCe

Published 
MAy, 2018
280 P.

Full eNGlish 
TRANslATioN 
AVAilAble

 
non-fiction / Adventure

profession: extreme AdVenturer 

Mike Horn was born on July 16th 1966 in Johannesburg. During his childhood, 
he does much sport such as rugby, cricket, athletics, tennis, bike, etc. in 1991, 
he embarks on his first adventure: he explores the Peruvian andes rafting and 
paragliding. Thus was he bitten by the adventure bug. 
Through his expeditions, Mike Horn, despite all incidents, loneliness and 
extreme conditions, has always been pursuing the one and the same goal:  
to feel alive, free, with and for other people. He deals with his challenges as if 
they were paths of wisdom. For thirty years, he has been delivering humanist 
messages, showing us the strenght of his values and mind. 

©

170,000 
cOpiEs sOlD 

in FrAncE



crossing Antarctica was my childhood dream. i decided to face this white 
immensity by following an unexplored itinerary, the longest that one could imagine: 
5100 kilometers in an almost perfectly straight path with, in the middle, a terrible 
obstacle: Dome charlie, a mountain of ice.
to succeed in this crossing, i know i will have to beat speed records so as not to 
be swallowed up by the winter. people told me it would be hellish, a race against 
death. After three weeks on a boat to get to the continent amid icebergs, the 13th  

of December 2016 i firmly stick my poles in the ice, my skis are parallel and a 
256-kilogram sled is attached to my shoulders.
for a moment my heart tightens. i have a moment of melancholy. i think about cathy, my 
wife, who before joining the stars, whispered: “live for me, Mike, live for both of us”.  i will 
no longer turn back. i will look ahead. Armed with only my kite-ski and my calves, i am  
a long way from imagining the challenge ahead.

on February 7, 2017, at 22h50 mike horn, alone and unassisted, completes his 
antarctic crossing. 5100 kilometers in 57 days in extreme conditions that pushed 
him to the end of his force.

MiKE hOrn 
thE grEAtEst MODErn-DAy EXplOrEr

“That very day i took off on  
the most beautiful, the most difficult  

and the craziest of adventures.”
“i always knew that freedom was reliant  

on our inner soul.”



ConquerinG the impossiBle

publication : March 2005
400 pages

the 2 year  
and 3 month  
nonmotorised  
circumnavigation  
of the Arctic circle.

latitude zero

publication : March 2001
352 pages

the solo and 
nonmotorised  
circumnavigation  
of the earth around  
the equator.

sChooled By Far north

publication : March 2006
180 pages

north pole  
winter fAMily expeDition
Mike horn, his wife and  
their 2 daughters
crossed bylot island on skis.



reaChinG For the sKy
publication : october 2015
260 pages

A crazy challange: 
climbing four 8,000m peaks 
in the himalayas in a row. 
no oxygen, no ropes ! only the force of will!

full english trAnslAtion AvAilAble

the north pole By niGht

publication : March 2007
240 pages

the 2-month trek 
to the north pole 
in the darkness 
of the Arctic winter.

Mike horn
6 titles

over 1.5 million  
copies sold in france



"to regain hope, we need to confront the reality of our world.

some believe that our country is in decline, that the worst is yet to come, that our civilization is withering 
away. That only isolation or civil strife are on our horizon. That to protect ourselves from the great 
transformations taking place around the globe, we should go back in time and apply the recipes of the 
last century. […]

i am convinced that they are all wrong. it is their models, their recipes, that have simply failed. france 
as a whole has not failed. 
i am convinced that our country has the strength, the resilience, and the desire to progress. its history 
and its people make this possible."

in revolution, emmanuel macron reveals his personal 
history and his inspirations, and discusses his vision of 
France and its future in a new world that is undergoing  
a ‘great transformation’. This is a remarkable book 
that seeks to lay the foundations for a new society 
— a compelling testimony and statement of values  
by a political leader who has become the flag-bearer for  
a new kind of politics.

 
nOn FictiOn 

Emmanuel Macron
ReVoluTioN (rÉVoLution)

NoVeMbeR 24,2016
270 P.
Full eNGlish 
TRANslATioN 
AVAilAble

220,000 cOpiEs 
sOlD in FrAncE

eMManUeL MaCrOn’S  BeSTSeLLinG eSSay
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“emmanuel Macron has stood up for liberal values. He put forward 
a vision for the important role that France plays in europe and 
around the world, and he is committed to a better future for the 
French people. He appeals to people’s hopes and not their fears.” 
BaraCk oBaMa 

TranSLaTed in  22 LanGUaGeS

Armenia / new Mag llc
brazil / grupo editorial record/ bestseller
bulgaria / sluntse
china / hachette phoenix 
Denmark / informations forlag 
germany / Morstadt verlag 
greece / psichogios
india / harpercollins
italy / la nave di teseo
Japan / poplar publishing 
korea / kwangmoonkag publishing
lebanon (Arabic worldwide) / All prints
netherlands / xander uitgevers
poland / poznanskie
romania / trei 
russia / lomonosv lsu
serbia / obodsko slovo
spain / Malpaso / lince ediciones
taiwan / china times 
us & uk / scribe publishing
/ scribe publishing
Aus & nZ / scribe publishing 
vietnam / first news 
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