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Alexandre Garabedian

TRANSGRESSION
Paris on the brink of implosion?
An extremely realistic dystopia.

In an undetermined future, Paris has become an island for the 
highly privileged, cut off from the Nome, the vast suburbs that 
extend out past the Border formed by the former ring road 
surrounding the city. The Nome is where the lower middle 
class, the poor, the rebels, and the outcasts have all been 
relegated.

Paris, on the other hand, houses all of the power of the dying 
and corrupt Fifth Republic, which is fighting almost daily 
terrorist attacks, widespread poverty, and the explosion of 
extreme political movements. And yet, the lure of all-powerful 
money and the top of the social ladder still entice Hugo-Theo, 
a young consultant who works for a firm that has been tasked 
by the government with coming up with a plan to do away 
with poverty.

Ambitious and cynical, he disdains his brother Gaspard, who 
took a radically different path and now lives a modest life in 
the Nome. And yet, Gaspard will reach out when his girlfriend 
dies under the effects of a new synthetic drug. Hugo-Theo 
mentions it to his friend La Chapelle, a disillusioned and 
opinionated journalist, who decides to lead an investigation 
after discovering several other similar cases.

The following series of events will freeze Hugo-Theo’s ascent 
to power and make him question his life choices and the moral 
price that he is willing to pay for his dreams of greatness.

Alexandre Garabedian 
is editor-in-chief of an 
economic news publication. 
His first novel, a historical 
thriller entitled Le Septième 
Chant was published by 
Éditions Pierre Philippe in 
2012.

Selling points

• A story of friendship betrayed

• An exceptional acidic writing style that denounces the 
excesses of our society.

• In a refined and inventive style, Alexandre Garabedian 
offers up a dense political dystopia – extremely realistic and 
skillfully interlaced with philosophical references – about 
what France could become in the next decades: a lost 
country, without values or transcendence, on the verge of 
disintegrating.

For those who enjoyed

Michel Houellebecq

Frédéric Beigbeder

Alain Damasio
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Christine détrez

TO BE LIKE YOU
A novelist and sociologist, Christine Détrez, a specialist on 
questions of gender and identity, finally allows herself to 

discover her own.

Christine Détrez grew up in a typical family with a dad, a mom, 
and two little brothers. It was a happy childhood in the France 
of the 1960s. And yet, there are a few unusual details: there are 
no pictures of her before her third birthday, no photos of her as 
a baby in her mother’s arms, no memories or stories about her 
first years. And then there’s this obsession for broken lives, like 
that of Françoise Dorléac. An obsession that fills a void of silence: 
Christine Détrez lost her mother when she was still very young. A 
car accident at the tender age of 26, and then nothing. Nothing but 
silence and some hazy images – real or imagined – that bounce 
around in the child’s head. A new life begins for the little 4-year-
old girl as her father marries a woman that she’ll call “Mama.”

Many years later, having become a woman, a sociologist, and a 
mother, Christine Détrez finally allows herself to discover the truth 
– just as her eldest daughter reaches the age at which she lost her 
mother. An old ID card, a school register, a few words on the back 
of a photo, the memories of her uncle and a high school friend, 
and finally her father’s painful words will enable her to trace the 
contours of a passionate young woman who was too free to marry 
and too free to be a mother: Christiane, her mother.

Christine Détrez embarks us with fervor into her familial investigation. 
Incredibly sensitive, she lingers on the memory of a movement, a 
particular gait, the intonation of a word, making her mother into a 
veritable heroine.

A graduate of the École normale 
supérieure, Christine Détrez 
teaches sociology at ENS-
Lyon. Her primary research 
subjects are cultural studies 
and the sociologies of gender, 
culture, and reception. Denoël 
already published her novel My 
Bloody Valentine (2018), which 
was translated into Swedish 
(Sekwa).

Selling points

•  Without anger or bitterness, Christine Détrez plunges us 
into the heart of a deeply moving search for identity and love: 
peaceful, serene, and happy story.

• The portrait of Christiane, the mother, is also the portrait of 
an era, the 1960s, as seen by the author, a specialist on gender. 
It was just yesterday and yet, when you consider the daily lives of 
women and the freedoms that were granted at the time, it could 
have been hundreds of years ago.

• Through the eyes of a little girl discovering her mother, 
Christine Détrez plays with magical coincidences. Throughout 
the story, she draws a happy and reassuring parallel with the film 
universe of Jacques Demy (of whom she is a great fan).

For those who enjoyed

Annie Ernaux

Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette

Camille de Toledo
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Publication date: January 5th, 2022 • 200 pages • €19

Alissa Wenz

THE WIRELESS MAN
How could a man destined for success, and maybe even 

happiness, die alone and miserable in a decrepit old room?

In 2010, the military analyst Bradley Manning leaks confidential 
documents implicating the American army to Wikileaks. In 
2013, he is sentenced to 35 years in prison. Would he have 
been condemned if Adrian Lamo hadn’t denounced him?

Adrian Lamo is destined for a bright future. Like an American 
version of Balzac’s character Rastignac, with talent and 
freedoms galore. He’s an unrivaled hacker. A brilliant 
programmer. A man for whom the parallel worlds of computer 
science hold no secrets. The biggest companies in America 
call on his services to detect flaws in their IT systems.

But this genius wants to be free. A computer in his backpack, 
a bus ticket, a coffee shop’s WIFI code, and he travels the 
country with his eyes riveted to his screen. He refuses to 
work for others. He cracks the networks of the country’s 
greatest companies and puts their security systems to the 
test. Yahoo, the New York Times... He becomes famous, “the 
homeless hacker”.

But this idolized genius progressively isolates himself. 
Solitude and medication gain the upper hand as Adrian 
Lamo pulls away from his life and reality. Neither his wife’s 
love nor the concern of his family and friends manage to 
hold him back. His parallel life will destroy the lives of many 
others. In particular Bradley Manning, the young soldier and 
talented analyst who took the insane risk to leak confidential 
documents to Wikileaks.

A graduate of La Fémis, 
Alissa Wenz divides her 
time between music (author, 
composer, performer), 
writing screenplays, and 
teaching films. In 2020 
Denoël published her debut 
novel À trop aimer, which is 
to be adapted into a movie.

Selling points

• An incredibly precise documentary novel: by drawing 
on real facts, dialogues, and anecdotes, Alissa Wenz paints a 
high-quality portrait with psychological depth.

• Remarkable narrative construction: at the border 
between reality and fiction, the novelist gives the floor in turn 
to those who knew, saw, and loved Adrian Lamo.

For those who enjoyed

Bret Easton Ellis

David Foster Wallace

Emmanuel Carrère
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Alexis salatko

DINO BUZZATI’S
FINAL INVESTIGATION

Summer 1970, the great Italian writer, Dino Buzzati,
64 years old, has only a few months left to live.

Instead of reacting to the news with fear, Buzzati almost feels 
relieved. Finally, the enemy is standing there in front of him! 
The wait is over; the wait that will have marred his entire 
life... And like Drogo, his hero in The Tartar Steppe, he finally 
smiles at life, just as the clock is about to run out.

He doesn’t talk to anyone about his cancer and without 
changing his routine, goes to 23 via Solferino, the headquarters 
of Corriere Della Sera, the newspaper where he’s worked for 
40 years. His old accomplice Montanelli, now editor-in-chief, 
tells him about the latest story: in a little village in the south of 
Italy, something very strange has happened. The inhabitants 
of a run-down building were found frozen, like statues, with 
no reasonable explanation. It sounds like something that 
Buzzati might have dreamed up, and who better than Dino to 
go investigate? He hesitates, but then agrees, unable to resist 
the call of mystery... Besides, he wants to finish his reporting 
career with a bang.

Little by little, Buzzati’s investigation will become an 
investigation on himself as the people that he meets and the 
events that he experiences remind him of his life and work. 
At the crossroads between metaphysical detective novel and 
romanticized biography, we walk the fine line between dream 
and reality.

Alexis Salatko is a scriptwriter 
and writer. Among others, 
he is the author of Horowitz 
et mon père (Jean-Freustié 
Award, Saint-Emilion 
Literary Grand Prize, Fayard, 
2005), Un fauteuil au bord 
du vide (François-Mauriac 
de l’Académie française 
Award, Reine-Mathilde Prize, 
Fayard, 2006), and Folles 
de Django (Robert Laffont, 
2013).

Selling points

• Classified as a scandalously non-partisan writer (and 
therefore right-wing), Buzzati never ceased to surprise his 
readers, breaking all of the codes of classic narration and 
waging a relentless war on its etiquette.

• After Céline and Django Reinhardt, successfully 
adapted into a film, Alexis Salatko pays homage to another 
giant of the 20th century for the fiftieth anniversary of his 
death.

For those who enjoyed

Truman Capote

Jean-Paul Dubois

Roberto Bolano



Denoël’s French Literature Series • Fiction

Publication date: October 20th, 2021 • 280 pages • €19

Justine & Jean-Marc berlière

THE SILENCE OF THE MAQUIS
Berlin, 1945. In the crossfire of the last battles to bring 

down the Reich.

Pierre Bénezet, a young Frenchman enrolled in the SS 
Charlemagne division, witnesses the death of an officer of 
the Luftwaffe. When he goes through his military papers, he 
is stunned to discover that the man’s name is nearly identical 
to his own: Peter Benezet. Seventy-five years later, Chloé, a 
young archivist who is passionate about her work, visits her 
grandmother, Jeannette, in the Cévennes. There, she learns of 
the mystery surrounding the life of Pierre Bénézet, her great-
uncle, who died two years earlier. Given Jeannette’s visibly 
raw emotions, the young woman decides to dive into this 
familial past and unveils the silence that her grandmother’s 
brother, a survivor of WWII and the Soviet camps, never voiced. 
From enigma to enigma, from false leads to spectacular 
revelations, from hope to discouragement, this investigation 
will take Chloé from Languedoc to South Africa, from Siberia 
to Berlin, from the 17th century to WWII, in the footsteps of her 
ancestors, Protestants scattered across the world following 
the wars of religion.

Chloé will need all of her expertise and experience as an 
archivist as well as her historical knowledge to retrace her 
family tree and successfully complete an investigation that is 
as fascinating as it is painful on forgotten and often dramatic 
events, from the exile of her ancestors in 1685 to Holland or 
their role in the Resistance during the German occupation.

Jean-Marc Berlière is one of 
France’s leading historians. 
He is the author of Polices 
des temps noirs (Perrin, 
2018) and co-author of 
Ainsi finissent les salauds : 
séquestrations et exécutions 
clandestines dans Paris 
libéré (Robert Laffont, 2012) 
and Liaisons dangereuses : 
miliciens, truands, résistants. 
Paris 1944 (Perrin, 2013). 
An  archivist and 
paleographer,  Justine 
Berlière is the director of 
regional archives in Corrèze.

Selling points

• At the crossroads of history and a detective novel, 
blending together facts and fiction, a historical investigation 
that brings the science of genealogy to light in a well-
documented and lively way.

• The historian-father and archivist-daughter unite their 
expertise to write a unique debut novel.

• A good historian is above all a good storyteller. Such 
is the case of Jean-Marc Berlière, the passionate author 
of dozens of history books and professor emeritus at the 
University of Dijon.

For those who enjoyed

Fabiano Massimi

Maurizio De Giovanni

Philip Kerr

19 €

denoel.fr

B26981
ISBN : 978-2-207-16110-4
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Berlin, 1945. Dans le feu des derniers combats qui marquent la 
fin du IIIe Reich, Pierre Bénézet, un jeune Français, assiste à la 
mort d’un officier de la Luftwaffe. Récupérant ses papiers mili-
taires, il découvre, stupéfait, qu’il s’agit de son quasi homonyme : 
Peter Benezet.
 
Soixante-quinze ans plus tard, Chloé, jeune archiviste passionnée, 
découvre les mystères qui entourent la vie de Pierre Bénézet, 
son grand-oncle. Elle décide de plonger dans le passé familial. 
D’énigme en énigme, de fausses pistes en révélations spectacu-
laires, d’espoirs en découragements, son enquête généalogique 
va entraîner Chloé du Languedoc à l’Afrique du Sud, de la Sibérie 
à Berlin, du xviie siècle à nos jours, sur la trace de ses ancêtres, 
protestants éparpillés à travers le monde suite à la révocation de 
l’édit de Nantes et aux persécutions qui l’ont suivie.
 

Quand la recherche généalogique 
vire à l’enquête criminelle.

Justine Berlière, archiviste, et son père, Jean-Marc Berlière, historien, 
professeur émérite à l’université de Dijon, ont conjugué leurs passions et 
leurs expériences pour écrire ce polar hors norme qui ravira autant les 
amateurs d’histoire que les passionnés de généalogie.



Denoël’s French Literature Series • Modern Classics

Publication date: October 18th, 2021 • 546 pages • €18

irène néMirovsky

A LIFETIME OF LETTERS
1913 - 1942

edition established by olivier PhiliPPonnat

An essential collection that revives France’s  literary
and historical memory.

In 1913, Irène Némirovsky is eleven years old, almost a young 
woman. Between jazz music, flirts, and car rides, she tells her 
friend Mad about her dreams of the Sorbonne and capturing the 
voice of an era. Then meeting Michel Epstein, who will become her 
husband and play a defining role in her career.

She then begins a fascinating epistolary relationship with Gaston 
Chéreau, a Goncourt academician, “her Dear Teacher”; her editors 
André Sabatier, Albin Michel, Bernard Grasset; and writers such 
as Henry Berstein and Jacques-Émile Blanche, who engage with 
her work. The letters address writing, rough drafts, film, and the 
adaptation of David Golder by Julien Duvivier. We also discover a 
woman who is aware of her rights and the conditions of her books’ 
publication.

In 1938, the writer’s tone darkens. Religious threats are hovering 
over the world. Her letters discuss naturalization, then baptism for 
herself, her husband, and her two children.

This correspondence is abruptly interrupted in July 1942 following 
Irène Némirovsky’s tragic arrest. Members of her inner circle, 
friends, editors, and admirers then take up the reins, desperately 
trying to track down the author and bring her work to life. Up 
until the disillusioned last words of Albin Michel: “Let’s hope all the 
same...”

Irène Némirovsky was born in 
Kiev in 1903. Chased from her 
home by the Russian Revolution, 
she published her first novel 
in 1926, Le Malentendu. Many 
more would follow, such as 
L’Ennemie (1928, republished 
for the first time by Denoël in 
2019), David Golder (1929), 
L’Affaire Courilof (1933), Le 
vin de la solitude (1935). But 
then WWII broke out. On July 
13th, 1942, Irène Némirovsky 
was deported to Auschwitz, 
where she died on August 17th, 
1942. She left behind a major 
body of literary work, including 
several titles that would be 
published posthumously, as 
Suite française.

Selling points

• Never-before-seen correspondence with writers, political 
figures, but also family members and lifelong friends. Important 
people who supported and walked alongside Irène Némirovsky’s 
work and career.

• Above all, these letters reflect the incredible productivity of 
an author who spent most of her time writing, with no fewer than 
sixteen novels and over fifty novellas to her name between 1926 
and 1942.

• A collection enriched by Irène Némirovsky’s answers to 
questions from literary journalists

For those who enjoyed

Flaubert-Goncourt

Colette

Hans Fallada



Denoël’s French Literature Series • Fiction

Publication date: April 7th, 2021 • 160 pages • €17

Jessica knossoW

THE JUGGLER
Nine months in the life of a woman,

or the deconstruction of maternal identity.

First there was Emma, then Manon, and finally Jules, the 
youngest. Three children, with adoring parents who love each 
other. A picture-perfect family. Almost. The birth of each 
child feels like a rebirth to Ophélie, an extension of herself, 
or rather, a fragmentation: her body separates, becomes 
someone else, grows up, and inexorably slips away. So she 
starts over: one child, then two, then three to fill the void, to 
recapture the intense feeling of love, to cling to that which 
cannot be kept. Ophélie has become four.

Bottles, nannies, laughter, tears, work, family, husband, friends; 
everyday life comes rushing back, and Ophélie desperately 
scrambles to juggle her different roles. Perfectionist and 
invested, Ophélie projects the perfect image: a fulfilled 
mother, an accomplished doctor, a devoted wife. Yet, when 
she looks in the mirror, she no longer recognizes herself. 

Her body now looks like her mother’s. The position she 
had her eye on at the hospital is no longer reserved for her. 
Devoted to her children, getting them to obey her is an 
everyday struggle. Her absent husband seems taken aback 
by the exhaustion that is overwhelming his wife. Ophélie is 
at the end of her rope. As months go by, a growing shadow 
threatens to suffocate her, and seems to loom larger the closer 
she gets to her home. Only the sight of her reflection in water 
allows Ophélie to find inner peace, to recognize herself, to 
the point of losing herself permanently.

Jessica Knossow, 35, is a 
doctor who lives in Paris. 
La Jongleuse is her debut. 
Denoël will publish her 
second novel in the Spring 
2022.

Selling points

• Ophélie embodies one of the afflictions of today’s 
society, which has been recently defined and is increasingly 
talked about, maternal burnout.

• By quoting La Sauvagerie Maternelle at the beginning 
of the novel, Jessica Knossow places herself under the 
patronage of the philosopher Anne Dufourmantelle. 

• A masterfully constructed work: broken down into nine 
months, the novel is punctuated by Ophelie’s monologues, 
which she addresses to her children as well as to herself. 

For those who enjoyed

Ashley Audrain

Leïla Slimani

Delphine de Vigan



Denoël’s Cold Sweat Collection • Thriller

Publication date: March 31st, 2021 • 400 pages • €19,90

sonJa delzonGle

THE LAST SONG
An unknown and rapidly-spreading disease is ravaging the 

animal kingdom, threatening it and mankind with extinction.
Who is benefitting from the disappearance

of these living beings?

Fall 2021. All over the world, animals are dying under mysterious 
circumstances. Dreadful carnage among the cetaceans, great 
apes in agony, unusual deaths of household pets; in every 
case, veterinarians observe the same symptoms: unexplained 
prostration, tears of sadness, and a song of distress. 

Shan, a Grenoble-based virologist, lost the man she loved 
in a tragic accident. Desperate to escape the loneliness of 
her daily life, this seasoned researcher sets off on a crusade 
against the disease, which is now attacking mankind. She 
soon makes a remarkable discovery: only individuals suffering 
from deafness appear to resist it. Shortly after, Milos Orban, 
a sound engineer and leader of an activist group, contacts 
her. According to him, the source of the global disaster is the 
hum, a noise that is only perceptible to animals and people 
who are particularly sensitive to soundwaves. As this theory 
becomes increasingly plausible, Shan, too, begins to hear 
strange noises.

Targeted by death threats and forced to quit her job, she 
eventually joins Orban’s team. United by the same convictions, 
these seven mercenaries of truth venture into the depths 
of a global scandal, set against the backdrop of emerging 
technologies and military experimentation. Why subversively 
weaken the population? Who benefits from the extinction of 
these living beings?
The answer may not be what Shan and her teammates were 
expecting.

Born in 1967 to a French 
father and a Serbian mother, 
Sonja Delzongle grew up 
between Dijon and Serbia. 
She has led a Bohemian 
lifestyle, between various 
jobs (from working in Afro-
Asian artisanal trade to 
running a bar) and writing. 
She now divides her time 
between Lyon and la Drôme.

For those who enjoyed

Michel Bussi

Marc Erlsberg

Robin Cook

Selling points

• A very poetic, committed ecological novel. Through 
Le Dernier Chant, the author utters a cry of distress and pays 
homage to our beautiful planet and the majesty of the animal 
world.

• A gripping thriller that follows in the footsteps of 
Boréal, one of Sonja Delzongle’s most successful novels, and 
establishes her once again as one of France’s most essential 
crime fiction authors. 

200 000 copies of her 
works sold



Denoël’s French Literature Series • Commercial Fiction

Publication date: May 5th, 2021 • 180 pages • €17

anne donGuy

AN EXCEPTIONAL SUMMER
The portrait of a woman searching for existential meaning

as illness threatens her son’s life.

The day before summer vacation, Alma, Filip, and their 
8-year-old son Tom are preparing to return to their little red 
house by the lake. But while the sun is shining, the parents 
are in a state of shock. They have just learned that their little 
boy has an incurable form of cancer. The doctor’s prognosis 
is bleak and the family’s life is turned on its head. From that 
point onward, their daily routine is characterized by trips to 
and from the hospital. They thus discover a world that they’d 
never experienced beforehand: the world of sick children, 
where hardship and hope rub shoulders every day.

Set in a minimalist décor and buoyed by the poetry and love 
of nature, this sensitive and modest novel leads us in the 
footsteps of the mother, Alma, as she tries to overcome the 
trauma of discovering that her child is sick. Deeply hurt and 
afflicted, she finds refuge in the comforting and unchanging 
presence of the lake, crushed by the summer heat. Thanks 
to this contact with the elements, she fights to stay afloat 
despite the intensity of her emotions.

Throughout the pages, the portrait emerges of a woman 
trying to find meaning in this ordeal and her life in the face of 
the injustice afflicting her son. A mother who must above all 
learn to face her intense and contradictory emotions. In the 
reflection of this beloved lake, will she manage to calm her 
feelings or will she eventually drown?

Born in France, Anne Donguy 
has hung her hat in various 
countries in Europe and has 
donned her cap to travel 
through many others. She 
currently lives in Stockholm, 
Sweden with her husband 
and two children. Expat, 
emigrant, freelancer writer or 
journalist, she has (almost) 
no ties. As she says, the 
French language represents 
her strongest anchor. Un 
été exceptionnel is her first 
novel. 

Selling points

• A masterful first novel that gracefully reminds us of 
what is truly essential: life, love, death, but above all, life.

• Anne Donguy successfully moves beyond her own 
personal story to create a deeply powerful novel. Childhood 
cancer is not the subject. Instead, it is the driving force that 
gives rise to a magnificent portrait of a woman.

• A brilliant narrative structure that alternates between 
scenes of the family’s life and more intimate, almost 
contemplative scenes of the mother looking out over the lake 
and the immensity of nature.

For those who enjoyed

Julien Sandrel

Jean-Baptiste Beaulieu



Denoël’s Vintage Pick • Modern Classic

Publication date: 1925 • 192 pages

blaise cendrars

GOLD
the Marvelous history of

General John auGustus sutter

A man leaves his homeland in the early 19th century to found 
New Helvetia in California, get rich and live in a paradise, 

until one of his employees discovers gold on the property. 

«The West.
Mysterious word.
What is the West? [...]
There are stories of Indians who speak of an enchanted 
country, of cities of gold, of women who have only one 
breast. Even the trappers who come down from the north 
with their loads of furs have heard in their high latitudes of 
these western wonderlands where, they say, the fruits are of 
gold and silver.»

All of Cendrars’ heroes are alike. Born impatient, they are 
definitely refractory to any belonging. Life for them is only a 
great game where they bet everything on a call from elsewhere. 
Always ready to trade their identity, wanting nothing more 
than to remake themselves, they set out to conquer the world 
and try to realize the dreams of the inconsolable child they 
will never stop being. 

At the top of their enterprise, they are struck by a backlash 
where a multifaceted adversity mixes with the dizzying 
discovery of the unreality of all things. But what strikes them 
does not bring them down: their death in the world is an 
initiation. To these men of action, it opens the ways forW 
contemplation.

Born in La Chaux-de-
Fonds (Switzerland) on 
September 1, 1887, Frédéric 
Sauser travelled the world 
before settling in Paris. 
He was mobilized and 
seriously wounded during 
the Champagne offensive. 
Resuming his wandering 
life, he developed a passion 
for cinema. He continued 
to publish regularly until his 
death in Paris on January 21, 
1961.

Selling points

• The masterpiece of one of the most famous and 
beloved French writers.

• A real classic in France, which deserves to be discovered 
worldwide.

• In 2025 the centenary of this must-read novel will be 
celebrated.

For those who enjoyed

Ernest Hemingway

Jack Kerouac

Raymond Carver

1 300 000 copies
sold in France

Translation rights sold in 
Denmark (Gladiator) and

Germany (Nagel & 
Kimche)

ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
AVAILABLE



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Non Fiction Highlight

Publication date: January 2022 • 240 pages • €20

raoul Peck

EXTERMINATE ALL
THE BRUTES

History has always been written by the winners;
it’s time to change perspective.

Raoul Peck deconstructs the fabrication of official History by 
retracing the extermination of Native Americans and the slavery and 
colonization perpetrated by European colonists over the centuries. 
He analyzes their fundamental consequences on our present.

As Baldwin said himself, “History is not the past. It is the present.”
The result is a highly ambitious discursive collage that connects the 
injustices and atrocities of the Spanish Inquisition (when the notion 
of biological race was born) to Christopher Columbus, the trans-
Atlantic slave trade, the Indian Removal Act, Alamo, the Congo 
Free State, the Battle of Omdurman, the Holocaust, and Hiroshima, 
weaving together the micro and the macro, individual stories and 
mass culture, history, contemporary society, and fiction.

This book accompanies the four-episode series by Raoul Peck. 
Illustrated and superbly designed, this work challenges its readers 
to rethink the very notion of writing history.

Raoul Peck is a scriptwriter, 
filmmaker, writer, and politician 
from Haiti. He is the author of 
I Am Not Your Negro, a book 
based on the multi-award-
winning documentary.

Selling points

• I Am Not Your Negro sold hundred thousands of copies all 
over the world.

• A unique book, featuring images from the film, maps, and 
archival documents.

• The series was released worldwide by HBO and will be 
broadcast by Arte in France and Germany in January 2022.

The press talks about the HBO series:

The i: “A visceral and disruptive watch”

The Times: “An exhaustive examination of hatred and prejudice”

Variety: “A powerful and immersive experience ... will leave those 
viewers who are up for the challenge dazzled and, perhaps, 

changed.“

El Pais: “A journey into the darkness of colonization“

Il sole 24 ore: “A book about it is necessary.“

For those enjoyed

Sven Lindqvist

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz

Michel-Rolph Trouillot



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Non Fiction Highlight

Publication date: June 2nd, 2021 • 200 pages • €17

edGar Morin

A CENTURY
LIFE LESSONS

Edgar Morin, wise man

The life and work of Edgar Morin are inextricably 
connected. A philosopher, sociologist, and cinema 
aficionado, Edgar Morin lived through the 20th century 
as an actor of history.

Born in 1921 to Sephardic Jewish parents, he is a true 
Parisian nurtured by Mediterranean culture. A member 
of the Resistance, free from political constraints, he is 
an intellectual of complex thoughts, bringing together all 
forms of knowledge by freeing them from their individual 
schools of thought.

At 100 years of age, Edgar Morin is still engaged and 
active, a fraternal thinker, an ally of the destitute, and 
sensitive to ecological imperatives. In all humility (as he 
detests those who pontificate), in this book, he offers up 
lessons of wisdom that life has taught him.

Born in 1921, Edgar 
Morin is a sociologist 
and philosopher with 38 
Honoris Causa doctorates 
and the author of more 
than 60 books. His critical 
thought has infused most 
of the 20th century.

Selling points

• National homage has been paid to Edgar Morin for 
his 100th birthday.

• A highly inspiring  book authored by an 
unclassifiable thinker.

• A one-of-a-kind and rare first-hand witness about 
the 20th century.

If you enjoyed

Ginette Kolinka

Stéphane Hessel

Stefan Zweig

80 000 copies
sold in France

Translation rights sold 
in Italy (Mimesis), Spain 

(Paidos), Germany 
(Gai Saber), Portugal 

(Instituto Piaget), Brazil 
(Bertrand), Greece 

(Eikdoseis Tou Ikostou 
Protou), Romania (Curtea 

Veche)
and Arabic (Page 7)

Under negotiation in 
China and Japan



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Non Fiction Highlight

Publication date: November 3rd, 2021 • 210 pages • €24

FRANÇOIS TRUFFAUT’S
FILM LESSON

edition established by laurent bastide

When François Truffaut, a spirited film critic, offers up an 
unrelenting critique of his own films.

In 1981, François Truffaut (49 years old and 21 films under his 
belt) plays along and does a televised interview. The program’s 
director, José-Maria Berzosa, Jérôme Prieur, and his friend 
Jean Collet question and confront him. Broadcasted on TF1 
in two parts in May 1983, the program would be hailed by 
the press at the time: “A lucid and wicked cocktail of self-
criticism, memories, and aphorisms.” (Jérôme Tonnerre, 
“Truffaut au coin du feu”, Cinématographe n°89, 1983). 

Adapted into a book and richly illustrated, these interviews 
paint the portrait of a man of letters and images alike, humble 
and discreet. With candor and clarity, the filmmaker revisits 
the entirety of his career, from The Mischief Makers (1957) to 
The Woman Next Door (1981). He modestly reveals his inability 
to watch his first films again – featuring too many actors who 
have passed away – and doesn’t hesitate to harshly criticize 
some of his directing decisions. Amongst these numerous 
confessions, he reveals his predilection for the literary material 
to the detriment of the technical dimension of film.

A generous tale in which François Truffaut shares his love for 
storytelling and his art of directing.

A world-famous French 
filmmaker, François Truffaut 
(1932-1984) was a major figure 
of the New Wave. He has directed 
some of the most famous movies 
in the History of Cinema (The 
400 Blows, Shoot the Piano 
Player, Jules and Jim, Fahrenheit 
451).
A university lecturer and 
researcher in film history, 
Bernard Bastide is a specialist 
on François Truffaut, having 
written two works on the short 
film The Mischief Makers by 
François Truffaut as well as 
two academic publications: 
Chroniques d’Arts-Spectacles 
1954-1958 (Gallimard, 2019) 
and Correspondance littéraire 
(Gallimard, forthcoming).

Selling points

• An extremely well-documented and in-depth overview 
on one of the greatest masters of French cinema

• An essential book for (re)discovering the work of 
François Truffaut, now accessible to a younger audience via 
Netflix and DVD setsand the immensity of nature.

For those who enjoyed

Hitchcock-Truffaut

Jean-Luc Godard

Roland Barthes



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Non Fiction Highlight

Publication date: May 5th, 2021 • 350 pages • €19

Jean-david zeitoun

THE GREAT EXTENSION
A HISTORY OF HUMAN HEALTH

The great story of human health: after centuries of 
progress, are we entering a phase of decline?

Since the Neolithic Revolution approximately 12,000 
years ago, human health stagnated and life expectancy 
didn’t increase until the middle of the 18th century. It then 
slowly (yet nearly continuously) progressed until the end 
of the 20th century.

Advances in public health – sanitation, potable water, 
nutrition, and vaccination – all played a role until the mid-
20th century. After World War II, progress in the medical 
field was synonymous with better health, resulting in a 
life expectancy that was three times that of 1750.

But in parallel, human societies have also been at the 
root of new behavioral and environmental sets of risks, 
which have slowed that rise and might now bring about 
the decline of worldwide human health. The Covid-19 
pandemic merely illustrates these new worldwide health 
risks, which are undeniably the result of human behavior.

Jean-David Zeitoun is a physician, 
specialized in hepatology and 
gastroenterology. He also holds 
an Executive Master of Health 
Policy and Management from 
Sciences Po Paris, and a PhD in 
clinical epidemiology. He is the 
author of approximately 100 
scientific articles -  more than 
50 of which were published in 
international journals - and a 
reviewer for several international 
scientific journals. Moreover, 
he regularly writes articles for 
reference media, like Le Monde 
or Les Echos.

Selling points

• The great story of our health: an intelligent, radiant, 
and multidisciplinary fresco.

• There are many histories of medicine, but no 
history of health, that is to say, of humanity and its living 
conditions.

• For the first time ever, the effects of climate 
imbalance on health are studied on a global scale. 
Fascinating.

If you enjoyed

Y. N. Harari

Jared Diamond

Angus Deaton

Translation rights sold 
in China (SSAP), Japan 
(Kawade Shobo), Brazil 
(Contexto), Lithuania 

(Tyto Alba)
and Turkey (Iskultur)

FULL ENGLISH PROPOSAL 
AVAILABLE



Denoël’s Narrative Non Fiction

Publication date: October, 6th, 2021 • 384 pages • €19,90

yann Perreau

IT STARTS WITH ONE PERSON
youth for the cliMate,

the novel of a Generation

We have much to learn from the Climate Generation,
a “pessimistic utopian generation”…

Through different points of view, spread throughout 
space and time, this book tells a shared history: one 
that rallies the youth of the Climate Generation around a 
common destiny. The future of the planet unites them in 
spite of their differences (profiles, social backgrounds, 
gender, nationalities, etc.).

This book delves into the daily life of these young girls 
and boys, in order to understand the reasons behind their 
commitment as well as their difficulties, their victories as 
well as their failures, their dreams as well as their fears.

A study in Activism 2.0, Climate Generation reveals the 
difficulties, the feelings of helplessness, the paradoxes, 
the widening gap between ideals and reality, the desire 
for change, and the need to earn a living ...

Yann Perreau is a writer and 
independent journalist. His 
work has appeared in Les 
Inrockuptibles and Elle. He 
is the author of Incognito 
(Grasset, 2017).

Selling points

• A gallery of colorful and inspiring personalities

• The first international group portrait of the world’s 
leading environmental activists

• A beautifully written book, which motivates us 
to act to change things and commit to try to save our 
planet.

For those who enjoyed

Pablo Servigne

Cyril Dion



Denoël’s Narrative Non Fiction

Publication date: February 6th, 2020 • 300 pages • €18

claire oPPert

THE SCHUBERT TREATMENT
Music has a tremendous effect on the body and soul.

Case in point.

In March 2012, the cellist Claire Oppert finds herself in 
a Parisian nursing home, working with patients suffering 
from dementia. A patient is screaming and struggling 
with two nurses who are trying to change her bandage. 
Claire Oppert begins playing the theme of the Andante 
of Schubert’s Trio No. 2. The patient suddenly calms 
down.

“It was more than a surprise, it was a miracle. The nurses 
all smiled and one of them even laughed and said, ‘You 
absolutely must come back for the Schubert treatment.’” 
Thus the Schubert Treatment protocol was born, or 
music to alleviate pain. 

Here, Claire Oppert retraces her experiences with autistic 
children, end-of-life patients, or even those who are 
said to be insane. A date, a place, and a musical work 
introduce each of these portraits. There are, for example, 
the young autistics for whom music seems to fill the void 
of language, or a former boxer for whom Piaf’s “Je ne 
regrette rien” recalls his best fights. In addition to easing 
suffering, music also builds interpersonal bridges: a 
look, a smile, a tear, and sometimes (when words are still 
possible), memories, dreams, and far-off places… 

Born in Paris into a family 
of doctors and artists, 
Claire Oppert obtained her 
degree from the Tchaikovsky 
Conservatory in Moscow 
in 1993. She also earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy from the 
Sorbonne and a university 
degree in art therapy from 
the school of medicine in 
Tours.

Selling points

• Through these portraits, we also discover Claire 
Oppert, an admirable woman and passionate artist 
whose discretion and humanity illuminate the book.

• Even one year after its publication, the book does 
not cease to draw journalists’ attention and to be the 
subject of elogious reviews.

If you enjoyed

Howard Buten

Oliver Sacks

Jean-Dominique Bauby

10 000 copies
sold in France

Translation rights sold 
in Italy (Fuorilinea) 

and China (Shanghai 
Literature and Art)

ENGLISH SAMPLE 
AVAILABLE



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Commercial Non Fiction

Publication date: February 3rd, 2021 • 180 pages • €12

Joëlle Goron With delPhine aPiou

TOO YOUNG TO BE OLD
a little Guide for learninG to lauGh at (and 

enJoy) one’s aGe

Why be ashamed of aging when
we should be congratulating ourselves?

Turning fifty... Once you’ve digested this milestone and 
taken stock of the situation (a period that shouldn’t drag 
on for too long, otherwise it’s considered to be “age-
related depression” instead of a “crisis”), the discovery 
of a new dynamic is waiting. You no longer really feel 
young, but you’re not an old biddy yet either. The new 
fifty-something knows
1.) that she still has quite a few years and a handful of 
thrilling new experiences ahead of her, even if winning 
Roland-Garros isn’t in the cards.
And 2.) she no longer has anything to prove to anyone, 
starting with herself. And that changes everything.

An exciting book full of information, tips, and advice for 
embracing age with pride, including why it’s necessary 
to change looks after fifty as well as the importance of 
keeping your brain turning, spoiling your friends, and 
quickly leaving your husband if you don’t see yourself 
living another thirty years with him.

Joëlle Goron, now aged 
of 77, is a TV presenter 
and screenwriter. Former 
editor-in-chief of the 
magazine Biba, Delphine 
Apiou is a journalist and 
writer.

Selling points

• Joëlle Goron’s joy and energy are contagious. A 
feel-good book!

• The new old biddies: a booming concept that the 
press will seize for Grandmother’s Day.

• People live longer and longer, but we’re less and 
less entitled to be old. Isn’t that strange?

If you enjoyed

Caroline de Maigret

Inès de La Fressange

Lauren Bastide

10 000 copies
sold in France



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Illustrated Highlight

nicolas raGonneau

PROUSTOGRAPHICS
All you wanted to know about Marcel Proust.

Through infographics.

How many books has Proust sold? In which languages was 
he translated? What drugs did he take? How many tens of 
thousands of letters did he send? How many characters did 
he endow with life and language? What are the particularities 
of his style? What is the true story of the madeleine? In what 
year did he wear a handlebar mustache?

A veritable visual encyclopedia devoted to the author of À la 
recherche du temps perdu and his books, Le Proustographe 
provides, in nearly 100 computer graphics, an original and 
modern look at Marcel Proust, the adored novelist of a 
monumental work, on the occasion of the centenary of his 
death.

Nicolas Ragonneau is a 
French journalist, writer,  
editor and translator. 
He is a lover and a fine 
connoisseur of Marcel 
Proust’s work and life. 
He has authored and 
translated several books 
about him and he is in 
charge of the website 
Proustonomics.

Selling points

• A unique and extremely compelling overview on 
Proust’s work and life

• An everlasting book about one of the major writers 
of all time

• The increasing success of infographics

If you enjoyed

Vahram Muratyan

McCandless

Publication date: September 22th, 2021 • 192 pages • €24

Translation rights sold in 
Korea (Minumsa)

MARCEL PROUST’S DEATH 
CENTENARY WILL BE 
CELEBRATED IN 2022



Denoël’s Documentary Collection • Illustrated Highlight

feMicide collaGes Paris

OUR RAGE ON YOUR WALLS
the birth of a MoveMent

Feminist messages blossomed on
the walls of our cities.

In 2019, a short-lived demonstration was organized to 
paste the names of victims of femicide on the walls. In 
2021, this group’s collages spread and colonized cities 
throughout France and the world. The subject matter also 
opened up: initially centered on femicide, they began to 
address violence experienced by all minorities, ethnic, 
sexual, etc.

In this striking visual book, the men and women who 
covered our walls share their collages, their experiences, 
and their rage. Who is behind the slogans, the most 
memorable of which are featured here: “She leaves him 
he kills her”, “When I go out I want to be free not brave”, 
“Golden Globe of shame”?

Bringing together text and photos, this book retraces 
the movement’s history, the nights of pasting and 
altercations with the police and those who removed 
their work, the collages’ social geography, 2.0 activism, 
special sessions in response to current events: Polanski, 
Duhamel-Sciences Po, laws regarding global security 
and separatism.

Collages Féminicides Paris is 
a group created in 2019 with 
the goal of giving a face to 
victims of femicide. It now has 
approximately 1,500 members.

Selling points

• The persons behind this movement rarely address 
the media. This book is eagerly awaited.

• THE feminist gift! A superbly designed book 
with over a hundred photos and maps that retrace the 
movement’s history and feats of arms.

• Serve no master: this group is a purely horizontal 
movement. The incredible story of a book written by 
1,500 authors.

For those who enjoyed

Roxane Gay

Eve Ensler

Cristina Morales

Publication date: October 13th, 2021 • 192 pages • €24



Denoël’s Illustrated Books • Sempé

Publication date: November 11th, 2021 • 80 pages • €13,50

seMPé

A FEW FRIENDS

After these months of closed meeting places, what 
could be more delightful than a reunion with friends?

In an 80-page volume, this compilation of drawings 
celebrates friendship, with all of Sempé’s poetry and 
humor.

A spectator of daily life and an attentive observer of those 
around him, Sempé offers up a tender and mischievous 
ode to friendship.

To accompany the publication of A Few Friends, Denoël 
is also proposing the republication of A Few Optimists, 
A Few Philosophers, A Few Children, along with 
approximately fifteen new drawings.

Selling points

• Throughout his 60-year career, Sempé has won 
the loyalty of thousands of readers.

• Renowned, among others, for his covers of The 
New Yorker, Sempé is one of the most popular and iconic 
illustrators in the world.

Sempé was born in 1932 in 
Bordeaux. Throughout a career 
that began in the early 1960s and 
with over forty albums to date, 
he is the genius behind Le Petit 
Nicolas with Goscinny, Marcellin 
Caillou or Raoul Taburin and is 
the author of the most beautiful 
covers of the New Yorker.



Denoël’sIllustrated Books • Sempé

Publication date: November 4th, 2020 • 120 pages • €32

seMPé

STAYING ON COURSE
A peerless observer of our daily lives, Sempé brings 

together his best unpublished drawings.

Flipping through the pages of this new album, one can’t 
help but be profoundly touched (as usual) by the delicate 
artwork as well as by Sempé’s subtle and melancholy 
spirit.

His drawings exude a moral, discrete, and always amused 
form of elegance.

Through his pencil, Sempé translates his tenderly 
ironic vision of our quirks and the peculiarities of the 
world around us. In this book, we recognize yet again 
the astute, subtle, and allusive humor combined with a 
fantastic sense of the ludicrous, which characterizes all 
of Sempé’s work.

18 000 copies sold in France

Translation rights sold in 
Germany (Diogenes), Czechia 

(Volvox), China (Shanghai 
Translation) and Korea (The 

Open Books)

For those who enjoyed

Tom Gauld

Tomi Ungerer

Will Eisner



Denoël Graphic • Graphic Novels

Publication date: October 13th, 2021 • 376 pages • €22

uGo bienvenu

TOTAL
The art of the deal.

Kirt Dorell may be a cynical and disillusioned businessman, 
but he has never lost his fever for the deal. You might say 
that his childhood passion for Monopoly never left him: “That 
need to win, to have more, to see that there are hardly any 
bills left in the bank...” So he does business with his pedal 
to the metal, regardless of the price, even with aliens that 
are prone to dangerous outbursts. Because he’s smart, Kirt 
knows that like adultery, turning a profit is a mortal vice that 
can lead a man to his downfall, to madness, and to death... or 
maybe to wisdom? As for madness, there are professionals for 
that. But when the shrink becomes addicted to his patient’s 
confessions, his dependence threatens to bring down the 
entire house of cards. Then again, you can always retreat to 
an earthly paradise whose doors are only opened by wealth, 
with a few clones of yourself and of the woman you love, in 
order to keep boredom at bay. But the shrink better not crash 
the party...

Ugo Bienvenu is on author on a roll. Here, in two 180-page 
chapters seemingly improvised as he goes along, he weaves 
a philosophical fable that is much deeper than it appears at 
first glance. His humor and his discreet and introspective 
approach to science fiction (which draws with abandon on 
the fantasies and tropisms of the virtual era) impart a welcome 
energy and enthusiasm to this rather searing assessment of 
the state of the world.
The comics scene of the 2020s has found its master.

For those who enjoyed

Philip K. Dick

Moebius

Selling points

• Give the incredibly gifted Bienvenu total freedom 
and you catch a glimpse of a whole new side of his talent: 
digressions, tailspins, and masterful graphic improvisation 
underpinned by a deep and meticulous message.

• This gem will be published the same month as Métal 
hurlant’s republication, which has been out of publication 
since 1987, the year that Ugo was born. And as fate would 
have it, he’ll be penning the cover.

Translation rights sold in
Spain (Proyectos y 

Producciones)

Ugo Bienvenu trained at 
Estienne, the Gobelins, the 
California Institute of the Arts, 
and the Ensad. In ten years, he 
has already created a wealth 
of works that many artists 
would be thrilled to produce 
over the course of an entire 
career. An animation filmmaker, 
he is also an illustrator for the 
press, literature, and luxury 
brands. He is one of the few 
artists from the comics world 
to have designed and drawn 
several scarves for Hermès. He 
recently founded a production 
company, Remembers, and a 
small press publishing house 
called Réalistes. He is also the 
author of comics published by 
Denoël Graphic. He is currently 
working on the development of 
his first feature film, Arco.



Publication date: October 13th, 2021 • 224 pages • €23

uGo bienvenu

SUKKWAN ISLAND
A hypnotic and claustrophobic setting in the heart of a 
natural world that is as indifferent to human fates as the 
rolling fog of an Alaskan winter. A gripping retelling of 

the original book.

A father takes his son to a deserted small island in Alaska 
to spend a year far from civilization. The pretext is to 
bond with 13-year-old Roy and introduce him to the 
beauty of the wilderness. But the real goal – unspoken 
and unavowed – may be entirely different. Jim, a divorced 
dentist whose love life is a mess, is going through a 
rough time. Maybe what he really wants is to reclaim 
his dignity as a father in the eyes of his son and prove 
to himself that he’s still capable of being a man. But the 
harsh living conditions, the hidden pitfalls of this world 
where you must kill to eat, the father’s shortcomings, and 
the lucidity of his teenage son’s gaze soon transform this 
dream of Thoreauvian purity into a nightmare, up until 
the appalling and dramatic turn of events that plunge the 
story into terror and madness.

Ugo Bienvenu appropriates the magnificent novel by 
David Vann (Prix Médicis for foreign literature 2010) to 
create a laconic and deep story in which time, fears, and 
emotions float through the air.

Selling points

• In honor of the publication of Total, the fourth book 
by Ugo Bienvenu in the Denoël Graphic collection, we are 
republishing his very first graphic novel (hardback and 
with a new cover): his amazing adaptation of Sukkwan 
Island. 

• The first work of one of the most talented and 
promising contemporary artists

Denoël Graphic • Graphic Novels

For those who enjoyed

Jérémie Moreau

Jean Hegland



Publication date: October 6th, 2021 • 176 pages • €34,90

Gilles Poussin &
christian MarMonnier

HEAVY METAL
the dreaM Machine (1972 - 1987)

Dangerous visions.

The first issue of Métal hurlant (published in the United States as Heavy 
Metal) hit bookshelves in January 1975. Very quickly, this magazine created 
by the defectors of the mythical Pilote established itself as the center of 
a graphic revolution whose effects are still felt today. The original quartet 
(Dionnet, Moebius, Druillet, Farkas) were soon joined by a generation of 
young artists that would blend together Franco-Belgian comics, American 
comics, underground, B-movies, fantasy, noir fiction, science fiction, SM 
eroticism, rock, fashion, and design to create an explosive cocktail, a 
herald of our very modernity that reconciled the most modest subcultures 
with avant-garde audacity. 
For twelve years, until 1987, the Métal hurlant machine spewed its 
iconoclastic visions, defying economic diktats, conformism, and internal 
quarrels; propagated graphic and literary initiatives; invented adult comics; 
brought forgotten writers such as Ambrose Bierce or Eric Ambler back 
into the light; and revealed little-known talents such as Hunter Thompson, 
Charles Bukowski, or Will Eisner. Foreign editions of the magazine also 
abounded and in the USA, Heavy Metal became a major publication in the 
American graphic landscape. Luc Besson, Ridley Scott, Tim Burton, and 
Hayao Miyazaki (just to name a few) would be influenced by Métal Hurlant 
and its artists.

The imminent rebirth of Métal hurlant, open to the children and 
grandchildren of Moebius, Druillet, Jodorowsky, Margerin, Serge Clerc, 
Yves Chaland, Bilal, and other members, is the perfect opportunity to 
republish this work by Gilles Poussin and Christian Marmonnier published 
in 2005 by Denoël Graphic. In order to retrace this unique editorial saga, 
the authors give the floor to those who experienced it firsthand. The book 
is divided into two parts. In the first, approximately sixty of the primary 
actors – founders, publishers, authors, traveling companions – recount 
this adventure in their own words, alongside photos and never-before-
seen documents.
In the second part, a scrapbook compiles the magazine’s craziest images 
and demonstrates how, in a few thousand pages, the Dream Machine turned 
esthetics of the late 20th century upside down and laid the foundations for 
the 21st century, which would be visual or would be damned.

A bookseller, critic, artists’ agent, and 
founder of the review Ogoun !, Gilles 
Poussin is a long-time observer and actor 
in the comics world.
After hosting the program Bulles noires, 
Christian Marmonnier turned to the written 
press and writing works dedicated to his 
field of predilection.

For those who enjoyed

Robert Crumb

Emil Ferris

Selling points

• In October 2021, the magazine Métal hurlant (which went 
dormant in 1987) will be reborn. In the steps of our author Ugo Bienvenu, 
a new generation of young artists is taking up the torch of this mythical 
adventure. But you can only envision the future if you know the past, 
hence the pertinence of this republication.

• 176 pages of a gripping tale, told by the actors themselves, plus 
128 pages featuring a flood of images retracing the Dream Machine’s 
twelve years of existence

Denoël Graphic • Illustrated Book



Denoël Graphic - Graphic Novel

Publication date: May 19th, 2021 • 224 pages • €24,90

caMille de toledo & alexander 
Pavlenko

THE GHOST OF ODESSA
The indomitable Babel

On May 15th, 1939, the Russian writer Isaac Babel, playwright, 
scriptwriter, war correspondent, short-story writer knighted by 
Gorki and acclaimed by his peers, author of the famous Red Cavalry 
and Tales of Odessa, is arrested by the NKVD and placed in solitary 
confinement in the Moscow prison of Lubyanka. Interrogated and 
tortured for eight months, accused of crimes against the State, 
Trotskyism, “defeatism”, and spying for France and Austria, he will 
be executed by firing squad without a trial on January 27th, 1940.

This incarceration prompts an assessment of his life, of his political, 
artistic, and sentimental commitments and disillusions. This soul-
searching takes the form of a letter-testament addressed to his 
daughter Nathalie, who was born in France, where she and her 
mother have sought refuge. The first images that come to mind are 
that of his youth in Odessa, the wonderful Ukrainian port where he 
was born and spent his childhood, the Odessa depicted in his tales, 
of Jewish bandits brought by the king Benya Krik, of life bursting 
with the joys, colors, and tragedies of the cheerful and hardworking 
people of Moldavanka. In 1925, Babel works with S.M. Eisenstein 
on a project based on his tales, which the Russian filmmaker won’t 
have time to film, monopolized by his famous Potemkin.

The script, which relates the exploits of the indomitable Benya Krik, 
who worked with the Bolsheviks and was then betrayed by them, 
suddenly seems to perfectly reflect his own fate. He gave himself 
to the Revolution, rode alongside the red Cossacks of Boudienny, 
and risked his life on the frontlines during the Polish-Soviet War, 
but his ideals of freedom, rebellious spirit, and distaste for dogma 
dragged him far away from that path and the time has come to pay 
the price.

Will the letter manage to make its way through time and History to 
its intended recipient? Will she finally learn more about this father, 
whom she only knew fleetingly and whose unruliness enraged 
Stalin to the point that he had him killed and had his manuscripts 
burned?

With a dozen novels, essays, and 
stories to his name, Camille de 
Toledo is undoubtedly one of the 
major voices on the French literary 
stage. His latest work Thésée, 
sa vie nouvelle (Verdier, 2020) 
has been short listed for  several 
prizes, including the Prix Goncourt, 
and is to be translated in different 
countries. He lives in Berlin.
Alexander Pavlenko left his native 
Russia to flee the anti-Semitism 
that reigned during the Yeltsin 
years. He has lived in Germany 
ever since.
Together, they authored Herzl, 
Une histoire européenne (Denoël, 
2018).

For those who enjoyed

Ken Krimstein

Catel & Bocquet

Selling points

• Masterful literary and graphic writing, a three-fold narrative 
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