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When does a minor intelligence operation become major? The answer, with 
hindsight of course, is when its impact on the balance of power between 
states or within a state can be seen to have been decisive. Large-scale covert 
operations naturally lend themselves to exciting narratives, with highly colorful 
personalities holding the reins. From the early days of the Soviet Union’s 
secret services churning out dezinformatsia and already masters of industrial 
espionage under Stalin, to the last fires of the Cold War, the author brings to 
life all the key episodes of 20th century ‘intelligence’ and analyses their stakes, 
their backgrounds, their key players and their contexts. Nothing is overlooked: 
Britain’s famous “bodyguard of lies” that successfully covered the Allied landings 
in Normandy; the four-decade long secret battle that went on in Berlin, the 
epicenter of the Cold War; the Cuban missile crisis of 1962; the Soviet infiltrations 
into France; the Afghan front; the “Farewell” case; Western counter-attacks; the 
Russian “moles” within the CIA and the FBI…  a book that captivates as much 
by its portraits, its stories and its revelations as by its superb overall perspective. 

Major Covert Initiatives
in the 20th Century 

Rémi KAUFFER

Once hidden, now exposed, the major initiatives and counter-
initiatives that occupied the secret services of the world’s major 
powers during the 20th century are revisited and narrated by an 
outstanding expert in the field. 

A historian, journalist and 
teacher, contributor to Le 
Figaro Magazine and Le 
Point, RÉMI KAUFFER has 
published with Perrin His-
toire mondiale des services 
secrets (A World History 
of Secret Services); Kang 
Sheng, le maître espion de 
Mao (Kang Sheng, Mao’s 
master spy); Les Maîtres de 
l’espionnage (Masters of 
Espionage); Les Hommes du 
président (The President’s 
Men) and Les Femmes de 
l’Ombre (Women in the 
shadows). 

General  
History  

August 2021
480 pages
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After the first book in the Facts & Fiction collection devoted to Emmanuel Macron 
published in May, this is the second book in the series to address a highly topical 
subject. Vincent Bordenave focuses on Covid-19 (and other “corona” viruses like 
SARS, Mers, etc.) that have caused new pathologies and which, for a year and a 
half, have been disrupting our lives in all areas: work, family, health, education. 
He particularly focuses on how the pandemic has undermined the legitimacy 
of all existing political, scientific and media structures, and how a number of 
economic dogmas regarding public debt and the welfare state (among others) 
appear to have been seriously challenged.

Are we really experiencing the most serious pandemic since the 20th century? 
Was the pangolin really the vector of Covid? Has China lied? Did the French 
government under-estimate the threat? Has the Scientific Council overstepped 
its mandate? Have young people been irresponsible? Is France still a major 
player in the global health industry? Have certain States been exemplary? Will 
Covid-19 become a chronic disease? Will it disrupt the market economy? This 
book answers all of these simple and cardinal questions. With rigor and humility, 
as required by any scientific, medical and societal subject matter.

Covid, Facts and Falsehood

Vincent BORDENAVE

VINCENT BORDENAVE is a 
journalist in the «Sciences» 
department of Le Figaro. 
He has been following the 
pandemic since it first ap-
peared. 

General  
History  

October 2021
280 pages
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Blackbeard is arguably the most famous, Anne Bonny the most feminine 
and Jack Sparrow the most attractive (and, above all, the least real!), But 
what do we really know about pirates, privateers and buccaneers? While 
there is no doubt that raiders of the seas ruled the Caribbean in the 18th 
century, this truism does not by any means sum up their history.

Since Antiquity, the maritime world has been conceived of as a space where 
the law of the strongest reigns. In the Mediterranean Sea, the Cretan, 
Phoenician and Greek navies regularly encountered pirates who used force 
and cunning to achieve their ends. However, gradually, there began to 
emerge a form of collaboration between the bandits of the seas and the 
political powers with the former easily selling their booty in the ports and 
on the markets while the latter obtained new goods at cheap prices. This 
is essentially how piracy developed. Then, in the Middle Ages, emerged 
the corsairs with letters of marque, the famous “state pirates” authorized 
to attack and loot enemy ships. Later, in the 16th century, after the great 
discoveries in the West, we meet the buccaneers – a cunning fusion of 
pirate and privateer –  who prevailed mainly in the Caribbean.

In this comprehensive and unprecedented synthesis, Alain Blondy 
masterfully retraces their history. Through land incursions, raids, attacks on 
ships and lootings, the author takes us on a journey through the centuries 
(10th century BC - 19th century) and peoples (Vikings, Chinese, Ottomans, 
etc.), from the Mediterranean to the Pacific Ocean, via the seas of the North.

Pirates, Privateers and Buccaneers 

Alain BLONDY

Far removed from the legends and and the fantasies, this is 
first true history of piracy.

ALAIN BLONDY is a university 
professor who taught for 
forty years at the Ecole des 
hautes études en sciences 
de l’information et de la 
communication, Sorbonne 
Université and at the Uni-
versity of Malta. Considered 
one of the top current ex-
perts on the Mediterranean 
world, he is the author of 
the Nouvelle histoire des 
idées (New History of Ideas, 
2016) and of Le Monde 
méditerranéen, 15 000 ans 
d’histoire (The Mediter-
ranean world, 15,000 years 
of history, 2018) both publi-
shed by Perrin. 

General 
History 

November 2021
400 pages
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“Merde! Our men may die...but they do not surrender”. The famous retorque, 
attributed to General Cambronne at the Battle of Waterloo, suggests a strong 
contempt for death and a genuine belief in the notion of self-sacrifice, i.e. 
voluntarily giving one’s life for a man, a cause, an ideology or a country. Contrary 
to what one might imagine, history is full of scenarios that illustrate this type of 
belief: Thermopylae, the Sicarii in the Roman siege of Masada, the last Cathars, 
the Chouans in Muzillac (1815), the Southerners in the American civil war , 
the Samurai, the Communards, the Mexican Cristeros, the White movement in 
Russia, the South Vietnamese, the Kurdish fighters – and many others – have 
distinguished themselves during unknown or forgotten events (such as the 
Forest Brothers who fought the Red Army in the Baltic countries after 1945). 
History and posterity have indeed been substantially influenced by men and 
women who have sacrificed their lives for a cause.

Under the direction of Jean-Christophe Buisson and Jean Sévillia, the best 
historians and journalists recount history’s most remarkable episodes of self-
sacrifice in contributions where excellent writing combines with impeccable 
research to produce a unique account of heroism through the ages.

The Last Square 

A collective work under the direction of 
Jean-Christophe BUISSON & Jean SÉVILLIA

The spirit of sacrifice throughout history.

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE BUISSON 
is deputy director of Figaro 
Magazine and presenter of 
«Historiquement show» on 
the channel Histoire. He is 
the author of several books 
published by Perrin, inclu-
ding Mihailovic and Assas-
sinés. He also co-edited Les 
grands duels qui ont fait la 
France (with Alexis Brézet) 
and Les Derniers Jours des 
reines (with Jean Sévillia). 
 
Jean Sévillia is deputy 
editor-in-chief of Figaro 
Magazine and a member 
of the scientific council of 
Figaro Histoire. Essayist and 
historian, he has published 
numerous bestsellers, inclu-
ding Zita Empress Courage 
(Perrin, 1997), Le terrorisme 
intellectuel (Perrin, 2000), 
Historiquement correct 
(Perrin, 2003), Le Dernier em-
pereur, Charles d’Autriche 
(Perrin, 2009). 

Military  
History 

October 2021
416 pages
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The Indochina War in dictionary format, by the best French and foreign specialists
The historiography of the Indochina war now has its first dictionary embracing 
the very essence of the conflict’s principal themes. The research conducted by 
some fifty civil and military specialists led to the creation of a thousand entries 
that shed light on subjects and figures very often only briefly discussed in most 
works.

The richness of this dictionary comes primarily from the wide diversity of topics 
covered: the military and technical aspects of the conflict rub shoulders with 
cultural and literary entries relating to the war. The numerous entries presenting 
the international context and the short biographies of political and military 
leaders also allow a better understanding of the events which shook the 
Indochinese peninsula. Particular attention was paid to entries of interest to the 
countries of the former French Indochina (notably Vietnam), to the role of the 
United States and even of China.

The Dictionary of the Indochina War fills a gap and makes an essential contribution 
to the historiography of the war, from the start of the French engagement in 
1945 to their final departure from Vietnam two years after the defeat at Dien 
Bien Phu. It represents an essential reference for all those working on the subject 
or simply wishing to enhance their knowledge.

A Dictionnary of the Indochina War
Under the direction of Ivan Cadeau, François Cochet 

& Rémy Porte

The Indochina War in dictionary format, by the best French and 
foreign specialists 

Senior officer, IVAN CADEAU is head 
of the Land Office at the History 
and Military Symbolism section of 
France’s Defense Historical Depart-
ment. Specialized in the Indochi-
na and Korean wars, he regularly 
lectures in France and abroad. He is 
the author of numerous articles and 
books and has notably published, 
with Perrin, The Korean War and a 
Biography of Maréchal de Lattre.

Agrégé and doctor in history, 
FRANÇOIS COCHET is a specialist in 
contemporary conflicts and combat 
experience, he has published and 
edited numerous works, including, 
with Perrin, Français en guerres, de 
1870 à nos jours and Fin d’un monde, 
début d’un siècle,  which was 
awarded the Louis Marin prize by 
the Academy of Moral and Political 
Sciences.

Lieutenant-Colonel and former 
“History” referent officer for the entire 
Army, RÉMY PORTE holds a doctorate 
in history. A specialist in the conflicts 
of the 19th - 21st centuries, he has 
published some twenty books, 
including, with Perrin, a remarkable 
Biography of Marshal Joffre and 
1940, facts and falsehoods. 

Military 
History

October 2021
950 pages
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6.30 am. It was still dark when the President of the United States, dressed for 
jogging, began his daily routine of rapid stride running amidst the bougainvillea, 
accompanied by intelligence personnel who light the way with flashlights. Dawn 
was slowly rising over Florida… 

11:08 pm. Barefoot, in shorts, his dog in his arms, followed by his wife and his cat, 
George W. Bush ran down the stairs of the White House towards the underground 
bunker under the worried gaze of his bodyguards. It turned out to be the last 
alert of that terrible day.

What happened between those two moments... in the flaming towers, inside the 
four hijacked planes, but also on board Air Force One, at the White House, at the 
Capitol, at the Pentagon, at the country’s military air bases, in airborne fighter 
jets, in control towers, in the shelters where the government took refuge? What 
did the POTUS, the cabinet secretaries, the elected officials, the military and the 
secret services do?

Here is the full and hair-raising account of that chaotic day, told minute by 
minute at a breathtaking pace: the true story of 9/11. 

11th of September
The day of the chaos 

Nicole BACHARAN and Dominique SIMMONET

Everyone remembers this day, but who truly knows it? 

New edition 

More than 20,000 
copies sold in all editions 

NICOLE BACHARAN is a 
historian, political scientist 
and specialist on the United 
States. On September 11, 
2001, she appeared on 
France’s national evening 
news (France 2) where said 
Tonight, we are all Ameri-
cans! 

DOMINIQUE SIMONNET is a 
writer, journalist, and former 
editor of a major weekly 
magazine. 

Together, they have colla-
borated on several essays 
and novels. 

Country   
History 

August 2021
384 pages
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It only takes a day to change the course of history. With hindsight we can identify certain 

moments when men or women, by their courage, their ambition or their villainy, have suddenly 

influenced the destiny of their nation. July 3, 1863, for example, when a civil-war torn America 

realized that it had just butchered 50,000 of its own men on a hill in Pennsylvania. July 20, 

1969, when, thanks to a crazy project driven by John Kennedy, but also to science developed 

by Nazi Germany, two men walked on the moon. More recently, on October 15, 2017, when an 

actress typed two little words on a social network, Me Too, that triggered a global revolution. 

And the afternoon of January 6, 2021 when insurgents attacked the Capitol at the call of a 

malicious president...

Combining the rigor of historical research with the talent of a major journalist, the authors reveal 

the backgrounds to these exceptional days which have shaped America since its origins, and a 

number of myths are dispelled in the process. In a succession of epic short stories, they construct 

an unprecedented history of the United States, a passionate and chaotic adventure that plunges 

us into the unconscious of a country/world in love with freedom but tormented by violence. 

Chapter 1. November 22, 1621: The Mayflower

Chapter 2. July 4, 1776: The Declaration of 

Independence

Chapter 3. December 2, 1823: The Monroe 

Doctrine

Chapter 4. March 6, 1836: Texas chooses an 

American destiny

Chapter 5. January 24, 1848: The birth of the 

great myth of the West 

Chapter 6. November 19, 1863: Abraham Lincoln 

redefines the nation

Chapter 7. December 29, 1890: America forgets 

the Indian nations

Chapter 8. July 4, 1917: The United States takes 

on the role of global power

Chapter 9. October 29, 1929: The collapse of 

American-style capitalism 

Chapter 10. December 7, 1941: America finds 

itself drawn into World War II

Chapter 11. August 6, 1945: Hiroshima

Chapter 12. August 27, 1963: Martin Luther 

King’s speech 

Chapter 13. November 22, 1963: The 

assassination of JFK

Chapter 14. July 20, 1969: The United States 

reaches the Moon

Chapter 15. August 9, 1974: Watergate

Chapter 16 April 30, 1975: America abandons 

Vietnam and its illusions

Chapter 17. June 12, 1987: America precipitates 

the end of the Cold War and that of the USSR

Chapter 18. April 20, 1999: The Columbine 

massacre

Chapter 19. September 11, 2001: Islamist 

terrorism strikes at the heart of the nation

Chapter 20. March 19, 2003: The second Gulf War

Chapter 21. November 4, 2008: The United 

States elects a black president.

Chapter 22. October 15, 2017: “Me Too” 

Chapter 23. January 6, 2021: A defeated Donald Trump calls for insurgency

Annex. The History of the United States in One Hundred Days

The Days that changed America 

Nicole BACHARAN & Dominique SIMMONET 

A history in which the quest for a form of global universalism is 
constantly at odds with an obsession with greatness. 

NICOLE BACHARAN is a 
historian, political scientist 
and specialist on the United 
States. On September 11, 
2001, she appeared on 
France’s national evening 
news (France 2) where said 
Tonight, we are all Ameri-
cans! 

DOMINIQUE SIMONNET is a 
writer, journalist, and former 
editor of a major weekly 
magazine. 

Together, they have colla-
borated on several essays 
and novels. 

Country  
History  

September 2021
500 pages
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Windsor!  Both the largest still-inhabited fortress in the world and the 
name chosen by King George V in 1917 to erase his German heritage so 
evident in the patronym of the House of Hanover, legacy of Victoria of Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha, while England faced the German Empire on the battlefields 
of Europe. 

But who could have imagined that this new name, gingerly imposed and 
eventually accepted by its subjects, would become the symbol of the 
greatest scandal the Crown had ever known, on the eve of the Second 
World War?  Barely eight months into his reign, Edward VIII abdicated, 
sacrificing the throne for the love of the twice-divorced American (which 
was worse?) Wallis Simpson.  By renouncing his position on December 
11th, 1936, George V’s eldest son became the Duke of Windsor, charming 
host and pacifist, a Hitler sympathizer willing to look the other way at the 
menacing aspects of National Socialism.  His painfully shy, stammering, 
and totally unprepared younger brother, who courageously overcame 
his shortcomings, succeeded him as George VI and became a symbol of 
fortitude to the nation throughout World War II.
From an England still imbued with the prestige of the legendary Queen 
Victoria, «grandmother of Europe», to that of Elizabeth II, the longest reigning 
monarch of its history, from the British Empire to the  Commonwealth of 
Nations, from the end of “the colonies” to the much mediatised marriage 
of William and Kate, this is the extraordinary saga of a royal line whose 
individual destinies often resemble novels.  

Licensed in: 

SPAIN (Santillana Ediciones) 
ROMANIA (Editura Trei) 

The Windsor Saga

Jean DES CARS

The true story, one that reads like a novel, of an extraordinary family, 
subject to the tragedies of history as well as its own intimate dramas.  
By a master of the genre. 

New edition

JEAN DES CARS is the histo-
rian of the great European 
dynasties and their most 
illustrious representatives. 
Among his many successes: 
Ludwig II of Bavaria or the 
Lightning King, Sissi or Fa-
tality, The Romanov Saga, 
The Habsburg Saga, The 
Windsor Saga, The Sceptre 
and the Blood, Nicholas II 
and Alexandra of Russia, 
Franz Josef and Sissi and 
Elizabeth II. 

History of 
Kingdoms 
and Empires

November 2021
528 pages 
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In spite of the numerous books about her, not everything has been said about 
Marie-Antoinette, nor revealed. Relying on the extraordinary collections of 
France’s National Library, Hélène Delalex decided to make a salutary return to 
the sources, delving into archive documents, books, letters, engravings and 
drawings, some unknown and some never before exploited.  The result is a 
highly original biography that focuses on the women, her daily life and the lives 
of her entourage, with the whole picture superbly enriched by rare documents 
from the National Archives and prestigious works from the Palace of Versailles.
The close relationship to period documents allows a faithful portrait of the 
sovereign in her youth, at the height of her reign and then in her decline, 
depicting the places she lived, the events she attended, her relatives and friends 
and certain objects she possessed.

Hélène Delalex’s strategy consists in returning the floor to the witnesses who 
knew her best, and particularly in allowing Marie-Antoinette to tell us about 
herself through her correspondence. In addition to the tragic fate of a sovereign, 
the iconography also allows us to review the infamous reputation that overtook 
her posterity, born on the eve of the Revolution, and the myth that appeared 
after her execution. The last queen of France has become a historical enigma, 
both adored and hated, admired and disdained, but for whom the public has 
never tired for over two centuries.

Marie-Antoinette
Both Frivolous and Constant

Hélène DELALAIX

The most famous queen in a new light. 

HÉLÈNE DELALEX is heritage 
curator at the National Mu-
seum of the Palaces of Ver-
sailles and Trianon. Curator 
of numerous exhibitions, she 
has also written a number of 
books on Versailles and the 
Ancien Régime, including 
Le Carrousel du Roi-Soleil 
(2016) and Un jour avec 
Marie-Antoinette (2015).

History of
Kingdoms 
and Empires

November 2021
350 pages
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Grand Duchesses, Queens or Empresses... they were all sovereigns. Twelve in 
total, they included Marie-Louise, Joséphine, Hortense and Élisabeth. Some were 
from immemorial families, others became so by the sole will of the man with 
absolute power. They experienced the splendor of the courts, extraordinarily 
sumptuous lifestyles, but also constant movement due to the incessant wars, 
including, on occasions, prison. From Spain to Sicily, from Tuscany to Russia, 
but also in Bavaria, in the Duchies of Württemberg and Baden, in the Kingdom 
of Prussia and in the Holy Roman Empire, De Baudus follows these twelve 
sovereigns through Europe as Napoleon won and then lost his battles. Most did 
not marry the Emperor voluntarily, but those for whom it was imposed were not 
always the most unhappy. Some are still very famous, others are unknown to the 
general public. 

All of them saw their fate turned upside down by the imperial whirlwind. Some 
lost everything in 1815, others regained their sovereignty thanks to the Congress 
of Vienna. Above all, we see Napoleon through the admiring or severe eyes of 
his twelve wives. Their judgment, relayed through abundant correspondence, is 
often respectful, sometimes ruthless, but never dispassionate. Each played her 
role, political or simply dynastic, and none left Napoleon indifferent.

Napoleon’s relations 
With the great sovereigns of his era

Florence DE BAUDUS

On the honor, or the misfortune, of having stood up to the 
Emperor.

FLORENCE DE BAUDUS publi-
shed at Perrin Caroline Bo-
naparte. Soeur d’empereur, 
reine de Naples and Pau-
line Bonaparte. Princesse 
Borghèse.

History of 
Kindoms 
and Empires

November 2021
400 pages
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A wind of hope swept across the continent, calling for the construction 
of a new regime and a new society. Three years later, that hope was in 
tatters. The Cold War brought about a new partition of the world, while 
France’s nascent IVth Republic reproduced the instability of the IIIrd as 
well as its rapid administration changes. Inspired by this forgotten period 
– which turns out to be incredibly rich – Michel Winock has chosen to 
analyse the period through twenty chapters that cover the major political 
but also cultural, judicial and sporting events, thereby painting a global 
picture that is driven by a rare and evident creative delight.

The reader is taken from the Liberation of Paris to the saga of SS Exodus, 
notably passing through the purge of Nazi collaborators, France’s 
intractable colonial crisis, the departure of De Gaulle and the birth of 
the Rassemblement du Peuple Français. But Winock also takes us to the 
Nuremberg Tribunal, the trials of Petiot, Sartre and Camus, the first Cannes 
Film Festival and the first Tour de France since 1939. An unprecedented 
and poignant investigation of post-war France. 

Liberated France (1944-1947)

Michel WINOCK

August 1944. The 2nd Armored Division enters Paris, opening 
the way for the Republican ‘coronation’ of Charles de Gaulle 
on the Champs-Elysées. 

We no longer need to pre-
sent MICHEL WINOCK; an 
immense historian, editor 
and founder of L’Histoire, 
whose work (Le Siècle des 
Intellectuels, Clemenceau, 
Madame de Staël) has 
been distinguished by nu-
merous literary prizes. 

French  
History 

August 2021
400 pages
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Discussing the question of rape in the 18th century through the prism of some 
thirty specific cases provides a distinctly novel perspective. The author begins 
by sketching the outlines of the complex criminal justice system in France of 
that era. Her subsequent focus on the trials starkly reveals the more or less taboo 
subjects of daily life at the end of the early modern period: sexuality, violence, 
the social position of women, social relations, family ties, conflict resolution and 
even the notion of gender. In the final chapters, the author looks at the recorded 
fates of the victims and defendants when the trials were over, an unprecedented 
approach in the context of research devoted to rape. The choice of a monographic 
angle, focusing on a specific territory between Sens and Auxerre in the heart 
of the current county of Yonne, contributes to a more direct perception of the 
sexual and legal mores that prevailed in France during the twilight of the Ancien 
Régime. 

The various administrative sources (old criminal and notarial archives, judgments 
of the Parliament of Paris, parish registers and civil status files) are indeed arid 
documents. But they nevertheless reveal a great many of the social and private 
notions surrounding sensitive issues at the time. This unique and powerful 
investigation makes history speak and exposes the prejudices that surrounded 
sexual violence in the Age of Enlightenment. 

Sex, Crimes and Society 
at the end of the Ancien Régime

 
Enora PERONNEAU SAINT JALMES

Archivist-paleographer, 
ENORA PERONNEAU SAINT-
JALMES is the first student 
of the National School of 
Charters to receive the 
Victor-Baubet grant. This 
prize, initiated by Éditions 
Perrin, allows the results of 
her research to be known to 
a broad public and rewar-
ds the thesis she defended 
in 2020 titled Sexual crimes 
and society at the end of 
the Ancien Régime. Rape in 
Auxerre and Sens in the 18th 
century.

French  
History 

October 2021
500 pages
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On the occasion of his first televised speech, the French Prime Minister  defined 
himself as a “social Gaullist”. Emerging almost a century ago , social Gaullism is, 
in some ways, the yin and the yang of politics: it is the perfect balance between 
the historical heritage of the right of General Charles de Gaulle, and the political 
and philosophical spirit of the left.

Occupying a fundamental place in France’s political spectrum, Gaullism still 
embodies the resolution of divisions, unifying the left and the right around a 
certain vision of the country. However, while the history and political life of this 
movement prompts us to position it on the right of the spectrum, a significant 
part of its theses are inspired by social Catholicism and the heritage of the left.
Originally, “social Gaullism” brought together citizens who were convinced that 
only the institutions of the Fifth Republic  would allow the objectives of the left 
to be achieved; it united the defenders of a humanist, working-class and ‘social’ 
trend within the right. But what is it today? What impact did the current have on 
the administrations that followed those of the General? What consequences has 
it had on the political landscape and on workers’ rights?

Far from the clichés and from a Manichean vision of French politics that eschews 
any form of cooperation between left and right, Pierre Manenti paints the 
portrait of a little-known current in French political life, based on a series of 
historical interviews and new resources.

The History of Social Gaullism 

Pierre MANENTI

PIERRE MANENTI is political 
advisor to the current Minis-
ter of Housing. Passionate 
about politics, history and 
genealogy, he has been 
interested in Gaullism for 
several years.

French  
History 

November 2021
240 pages
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‘‘The king’’, said his sister-in-law Eléonore de Medici, is a man capable 
of befriending stones. And indeed, in this work, we discover how 
seduction was central to King Henry’s public and private life. However, 
other factors played decisive roles in his surprising destiny. There was, 
for example, the extraordinary circumstances which, after the violent 
death of his distant cousin Henry III in 1589, placed him in the position 
of heir to the crown. There was also his apprenticeship in close contact 
with the people of the Béarn region (Pyrrenees) with whom he shared 
their harsh existence. Lastly, there was his remarkable common sense 
and a realism that did not bother  either with prejudices or principles. As 
the kingdom was on the verge of collapse, he was the man for the job. 
Through a succession of massacres, intrigues, setbacks and rebounds, 
he managed to impose himself first as a warrior, then as a statesman, but 
also a peacemaker, an organizer, a builder, and of course, ultimately, as 
a consummate autocrat and a compulsive philanderer. Even his death, 
which allowed him to be portrayed as a martyr, served his posterity. The 
French people have often proved their weakness for ‘saviors’ who appear 
to have been heaven sent. This is a striking and original biography of 
France’s favorite king. 

Henri IV 

Jean-Christian PETITFILS 

The definitive biography of a ‘savior’ king whose reign was 
considered Providential.

With this major book, 
JEAN-CHRISTIAN PETIT-
FILS, one of France’s most 
eminent historians and win-
ner of numerous prizes and 
distinctions, completes an 
epic ensemble that takes 
us through the entire gallery 
of the five Bourbon kings 
of the Ancien Régime… in 
short, the history of modern 
France. It has the quality of 
research, the depth of ana-
lysis and the literary talent 
to which we have become 
accustomed in the thirty or 
so works, all classics today, 
that have forged his unri-
valled position in the field of 
popular history. 

Biography August 2021
700 pages 
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This book is different from a classical biography. It is the whole reign that it 
embraces in a general vision of the society of the Great Century, renewing the 
subject, putting to shame many clichés and old lunas thanks to a considerable 
documentation, among which numerous foreign studies not easily accessible, 
thanks as much to a remarkable, original, fair analysis of the power, of its 
servants, of its means of action and propaganda, of its greatness, but also of its 
limits and its contradictions. Combining research, life, intelligence of reflection, 
clarity, quality of expression and style, Jean-Christian Petitfils has written a rich 
and great Louis XIV. 

Louis XIV

Jean-Christian PETITFILS

The prestige edition of a great bestseller and a huge biography.

New edition 
More than 46,000 
copies sold 

JEAN-CHRISTIAN PETITFILS, 
historian and writer specia-
lizing in the Ancien Régime, 
has published more than 
twenty essays and biogra-
phies, notably on the Bour-
bon dynasty, which have 
met with great success. He 
has just published his long-
awaited Henri IV. 

Biography October 2021
1028 pages
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Sister of the king (François I), married to a king (Henri II of Navarre) and grandmother 
of a king (Henri IV), Marguerite d’Angoulême has frequently been overlooked, or 
her life only studied through the prism of the lives of the men who surrounded 
her. It is often forgotten that she was also and above all a great patron of literature, 
supporting writers like François Rabelais, and was herself a prolific author under 
the name of Marguerite de Navarre. A fervent Catholic but also an enlightened 
humanist, she also sought throughout her life to “renew the Church” by protecting 
Protestant reformers, including Jean Calvin. 

Born Marguerite of Valois-Angoulême in 1492 and later becoming queen consort 
of Navarre by her second marriage in 1527, Marguerite made a major contribution 
to her brother’s court by making it a place where leading intellectuals and artists 
flocked. After the Affair of the Placards in 1534, she chose to move away from the 
court and devote herself to writing. Author of poetry, theater and short stories, 
she left an abundant body of work. Her writings appear to be revolutionary for the 
time, eminently modern and they inspired many leading women including the 
ill-fated Anne Boleyn.

In this fascinating biography, supported by numerous new sources, Patricia Eichel-
Lojkine resuscitates a forgotten figure who played, like Madame de Lafayette, 
a key role in the intellectual and political history of the Renaissance. Among its 
bibliographic references are a number of rare and old collections that were 
previously unexploited and the book represents a highly original biography based 
largely on an analysis of Marguerite’s creative writing. The whole is carried by a 
superb literary talent that brings her subject very much back to life.  

Marguerite of Navarre

Patricia EICHEL-LOJKINE

The first complete biography of this great humanist forgotten by 
history.

PATRICIA EICHEL-LOJKINE 
is a former student of the 
École normale supérieure 
and an agrégée de Lettres 
modernes. Since 2004, she 
has been teaching 16th 
century French literature. 
Her research focuses on 
critical humanism, educa-
tion during the Renaissance, 
and narrative genres in 
France and Italy. She has 
written, among other works, 
the book Excentricité et hu-
manisme : Parodie, dérision 
et détournement des codes 
à la Renaissance (Librairie 
Droz, 2002).

Biography August 2021
350 pages 
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An extremely complex man and political leader, full of contradictions, drawing 
his models from Napoleon and then Caesar before being enthralled by Hitler, 
the Duce sometimes appears as a tragic actor (in the Nietzschean sense) and as 
a failed revolutionary. He nevertheless modernized his country and fascinated 
Europe before falling into the turpitude and hatred of the civil war that gripped 
his country after 1943. 

Maurizio Serra recounts Mussolini’s sinuous and fascinating destiny based on 
impeccable research and in a fluid style that owes much to Italo Svevo and 
which has forged the outstanding reputation of his masterful biographies of 
Malaparte and Annunzio. A superb book that will not be forgotten. 

Licensed in: 
ITALY (NERI POZZA) 

The Mussolini Mystery 
Maurizio Serra

‘‘This book is neither a biography of Mussolini in the strict sense nor 
a history of Italian fascism but rather a first attempt at unveiling the 
mystery of a figure who, although unlike the other notable dictators 
of the 20th century, on both the left and the right, somehow managed 
to crystallize them all, from Lenin to Castro.’’ (M. Serra) 

Renowned writer and diplo-
mat, MAURIZIO SERRA was 
elected to the French Aca-
demy in 2020. In addition to 
his renowned biographies, 
he has published with Perrin 
the critically acclaimed re-
ference edition of Galeazzo 
Ciano’s Diaries (known as 
the “Ciano Diaries”).

Biography September 2021
500 pages 
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Little is widely known about general Moshe Dayan apart from his pirate-
appearance and his victories in the Suez Campaign and the Six Day War which 
have allowed him to enter history as the symbol of Israel’s military power. But, 
just as the distance between triumph and disaster is often very short, so was the 
distance between Moshe Dayan’s military greatness and his political decline.
Born in 1915, Moshe Dayan was an outsider and nothing predestined him to his 
extraordinary career. A child of the land of Israel (then Palestine under Ottoman 
control), his youth was marked by illness and poor education. However, his life 
changed definitively when he joined the Jewish people’s paramilitary force, the 
Haganah, in 1930. An excellent soldier, he rose through the ranks. When the State 
of Israel was proclaimed in 1948, Dayan embodied the absolute hero. But in the 
1960s, at the height of his fame, he began to dream of a political career. This 
biography examines how Dayan went from being an icon to an outcast literally 
overnight. It explains how the Yom Kippur War of October 1973 spelt the end of 
Moshe Dayan’s career. 

With the narrative talent we already know, Georges Ayache offers us a brilliant, 
complete and original biography of an idol venerated by the Israelis and then 
pilloried with the same unanimity.

Moshe Dayan

Georges AYACHE

The first biography devoted to one of Israel’s leading figures. 

Former diplomat and 
academic, now a lawy-
er, GEORGES AYACHE has 
already devoted several 
books to American poli-
tics, international relations 
and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. With Rocher Israël 
he has published La Nais-
sance de l’État des Juifs 
(2008) and with Perrin, he 
has published Joe Kenne-
dy (2018), Les douze piliers 
d’Israël (2019) and La Chute 
de Nixon (2020). 

Biography September 2021
350 pages 
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Born in 1830, the grandson of the great Mohammed Ali ruled Egypt from 
1863 to 1879. But while his grandfather, an illiterate Turk from Macedonia, 
conquered power by arms, Ismail inherited Egypt, a prosperous and 
strategically well-placed country on the route to India. The way was 
therefore perfectly clear for Egypt to modernize and establish fruitful 
partnerships with the great European powers. Ismail Pasha opened 
the Suez Canal in 1869, but also considerably improved the country’s 
education system, its judicial system, its roads and railways and its urban 
infrastructure. But while he spent a lot of energy reforming his country, he 
also spent millions in cash! Wasting a fortune to wrest from the Ottoman 
Porte the title of Khedive which subsequently became hereditary, he 
actually led Egypt to financial ruin, which forced him to abdicate in 1879.
In buoyant and lively style, Robert Solé looks back over the life of 
this controversial and paradoxical figure. Neither hagiographic nor 
demonizing, this fascinating biography sheds light on the true personality 
of the great Ismail Pasha.

Ismaïl Pacha 

Robert SOLÉ

For some he was a disastrous squanderer, for others, a great 
reformer. So what should we remember about Ismail Pasha, 
this singular khedive who was dubbed “the Magnificent” both 
for his achievements and for his taste for pomp?

Born in Cairo, a longtime 
journalist at Le Monde, 
ROBERT SOLÉ has devoted 
numerous essays to his 
country of origin. Una-
nimously recognized by 
critics, Sadat received the 
Biography Prize of the City 
of Hossegor. With Perrin, he 
has also published Ils ont fait 
l’Égypte Moderne (2017) 
and La Grande aventure de 
l’égyptologie (2019). 

Biography September 2021
300 pages
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As the illegitimate son of Louis XIV and Madame de Montespan, Louis-Auguste 
de Bourbon, Duke of Maine (1670-1736)  suffered the infamous mark of bastardy 
from birth which nothing could erase, not even the affection of his powerful 
father. Carefully brought up by Mme de Maintenon, he was intelligent, cultivated 
and attractive in spite of his limp; but he was also insecure and constantly 
searching for recognition.  However, in stark contradiction with traditional, 
Louis XIV decided to have Louis-Auguste marry Louise-Bénédicte de Bourbon 
and declared him potential heir to the Crown, a decision that gave the Duke a 
formidable position but exposed him to gossip, indignation and jealousy, as well 
as to interminable power struggles.

By retracing this eventful career, marked by spectacular reversals, Pierre-Louis 
Lensel shines a spotlight on a Prince who although often reduced to a caricature, 
was an important figure at the end of Louis XIV’s reign and of the Regency.
The first major biography of this romanesque character is full of new revelations 
and is delivered in a rare style that reminds us of Saint-Simon. It delves into 
previously unexplored territory and provides a superb insight into Louis XIV’s 
twilight years and the Regency. 

The Duke of Maine

Pierre-Louis LENSEL 

After studying history and 
journalism (CUEJ) in Stras-
bourg, PIERRE-LOUIS LENSEL 
became an author for the 
daily programs of Au Cœur 
de l’Histoire on France’s 
Europe 1 radio channel 
and subsequently on Radio 
Classique’s Franck Ferrand 
Raconte. He is also a co-au-
thor for the Varennes pod-
cast series. 

Biography September 2021
600 pages 
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An emblematic Head of State and a poet of substantial genius, Senghor 
experienced numerous upheavals in nearly a century of existence (1906-2001). He 
grew up in Senegal, then a French colony, at the beginning of the 20th century, 
and actively participated in the Second World War after joining the Senegalese 
riflemen. He subsequently campaigned for the independence of Senegal and 
became its first President in 1960. In 1983, he was the first African elected to the 
Académie française, a veritable consecration of his immense literary career.
During his long life, Léopold Sédar Senghor had two careers, but only one 
desire: to promote the cultures and peoples of black Africa. He achieved this first 
through literature, notably by creating the concept of “negritude” along with Aimé 
Césaire, his lifelong friend. His life as Head of State did the rest. A symbol of the 
cooperation between France and its former colonies, Senghor allowed Senegal to 
assert itself as a cultural crossroads – hosting a series of conferences, congresses 
and international seminars – and Dakar to become one of Africa’s principal artistic 
centers. When he resigned in 1980, he left his successors a heritage that is both 
rare and precious on the African continent: democracy, pluralism, alternation of 
power, and the preservation of national unity.

With superrb style – which sometimes recalls that of Joseph Kessel – Jean-Pierre 
Langellier delicately reconstructs the life of a man who, all his life, helped to awaken 
Africa from its thousand-year-old slumber.

Léopold Sédar Senghor

Jean-Pierre LANGELLIER

THE great biography of Léopold Sédar Senghor, the man who 
built «bridges between two worlds» (Armand Guibert).

JEAN-PIERRE LANGELLIER is 
a journalist specializing in 
Africa. He worked for Le 
Monde for thirty-five years, 
half of which as a foreign 
correspondent. He is the 
author of several books, 
including a critically acclai-
med biography of Mobutu 
published by Perrin.

Biography October 2021
400 pages 
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Maurice Gamelin (1872-1958) was Commander-in-Chief of the French Armed 
Forces at the start of World War II and, as such, has been unavoidably associated 
with (if not, blamed for) the crushing defeat of May 1940. However, Max Schiavon 
has decided to look beneath the surface of this infamous reputation and asks how 
this officer – considered among the most brilliant of his generation, immensely 
successful since his early youth, trusted by political leaders – could lead the 
allied armies to disaster? To answer this central question – that has received only 
partial answers for 80 years – the author reviews the parameters that influenced 
Gamelin’s tactical and strategic choices. He looks very closely at his behavior and 
scrutinizes his flaws and weaknesses. He also digs into a number of unavoidable 
related questions, including the reasons Gamelin was chosen to occupy the 
supreme position as well as the motivations of those who appointed him. Finally, 
he constructs a portrait of a particularly complex personality by examining his 
public and private life, his experiences and the personal motives that prompted 
him to act. 

One by one Schiavon disentangles the intrigues, the alliances and the ambitions 
of the various key players in the story and provides a number of responses to 
questions that have remained unanswered until today. 

Gamelin
The Tragedy of Ambition 

Max SCHIAVON 

Gamelin, or the supreme military disaster. 

MAX SCHIAVON, doctor of 
history, is a former head of 
France’s Defense Historical 
Department. A specialist 
in World War II and military 
elites, he is the author of 
some twenty books, inclu-
ding several remarkable 
biographies. The latest, 
Weygand l’intransigeant, re-
ceived the Legion of Honor 
prize. With Perrin, he has 
published Mussolini. Un dic-
tateur en guerre, as well as 
Corap. Bouc émissaire de la 
défaite de 1940.

Biography October 2021
520 pages 
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In the history of the Church, Peter is considered the first Pope. However, nothing 
disposed him to play the role of the first Apostle. Originally from a small village in 
the north of the land of Israel, he worked humbly as a fisherman. The region was 
dominated by the Roman Empire and Judaism was in crisis when Jesus’ messianic 
sermon reached his ears and convinced him to become a follower. According to 
the Gospels, it was Jesus who gave Simon the name Peter. You are Peter, said Christ, 
and on this stone I will build my Church.

Christophe Dickès offers a new and complete look at this biblical/historical figure. 
After presenting the man in his political, religious and economic environment, 
he follows the footsteps of the most frequently mentioned person in the New 
Testament after Jesus. The reader discovers a complex character, torn between 
devotion and doubt. Christ’s resurrection, however, completed his conversion and 
he became the head of the Church, opened Christianity to the pagan world and 
evangelizing part of the Orient. According to early Church tradition, Peter’s life 
came to an end in Rome when the emperor Nero had him crucified upside down 
after blaming the Christians for the Great Fire in 64 AD.

The author also outlines how and why the power of the Popes was to develop 
around personality of Peter and he studies the archaeological sites that are linked 
to his life: from his house in Capernaum to his tomb discovered in 1950, in the 
very center of Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Lastly, he concludes his reflection by 
examining Peter’s place in the Christian art of the first centuries.
This work – with an absolutely new ‘global’ approach –  is located at the crossroads 
of various disciplines: history, art, archeology and theology.

Saint Pierre
The Mystery or the Evidence 

Christophe DICKÈS

The reference biography of Saint Peter, the first Apostle 
and the first Pope.

CHRISTOPHE DICKÈS has a 
doctorate in contempo-
rary history of international 
relations (Paris Sorbonne 
University). A specialist in the 
papacy, he directed the 
Dictionary of the Vatican 
and the Holy See (2013) and 
is the author, with Perrin, of 
Vatican, vérités et légendes 
(2018). He is also the foun-
der of Storiavoce, the first 
web radio dedicated to 
history.

Biography November 2021
480 pages 
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Ramses II, Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander the Great, Caesar, Attila the Hun... 
who is not familiar with these great conquerors of Antiquity? How did they 
wage war, how did they besiege cities, how did they feed their soldiers, where 
did they find iron for their weapons, horses for their chariots, and timber for 
their ships? The study of antiquity lacked a major work dedicated to the great 
military campaigns. This tome fills that gap and is nourished by the latest 
archaeological discoveries and enlightened by the comments of exceptional 
historians.

In four main parts (Wars and Battles, from Qadesh in - 1274 BC to the Catalan 
Fields in 451 AD; Weapons and Tactics; The Chiefs; The Troops) and in nearly 
65 chapters, here is an unprecedented global history, the matrix of which is 
forged from articles published in Guerres & Histoire, augmented by numerous 
unpublished contributions.

Faithful to his methodology – which contributed to the success of his excellent 
WWII Infographics – Jean Lopez abundantly illustrates this work with carefully 
selected images, associating 100 maps and sumptuous reconstructions 
by Giuseppe Rava, the virtuoso illustrator of ancient battles. The result is a 
magnificent and absolutely unavoidable contribution to the field.

The Great Military Campaigns 
of Antiquity

Collective work edited by Jean LOPEZ

A superb graphically illustrated publication that follows in the 
footsteps of his previous excellent book in partnership with 
Guerres & Histoire: The Wehrmacht. The end of a myth (which 
sold more than 10,000 copies)

Illustrated book 

JEAN LOPEZ, editor of 
Guerres & Histoire and of 
the Mook De la guerre, 
author of numerous books 
- including, published by 
Perrin, Les Mythes de la 
Seconde Guerre mondiale, 
Les Grandes Erreurs de la 
Seconde mondiale (with 
Olivier Wieviorka), Joukov 
and, very recently, Les 
Maréchaux de Staline (with 
Lasha Otkhmezuri).

Ancient  
History 

October 2021
460 pages
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The most spectacular example is that of Kurt-Georg Kiesinger, who became 
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany from 1966 to 1969 after being 
nicknamed “Goebbels abroad”, between 1940 and 1945,  Then there are the most 
shameful examples... Reinhard Gehlen, Adolf Heusinger and Ernst Achenbach. The 
first became head of West Germany’s Secret Services in 1956 and the second became 
head of the NATO military committee from 1960 to 1964. Under Hitler’s orders they 
had planned the invasion of Russia and its procession of massacres. As for the third, 
he was the main fundraiser of the NSDAP before organizing the plundering of the 
French economy, which in no way prevented him from becoming Chairman of the 
Bundestag’s Foreign Affairs Committee ... then a German candidate to the Brussels 
Commission in 1970!

Eric Branca’s book also looks at a number of other recycled Nazis. SS Walter 
Schellenberg, main collaborator of Heydrich then of Himmler, heard in the 
Nuremberg trials as a simple “witness” despite having laid the foundations for the 
mass shootings of Jews by the German army as it moved through Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union. Friedrich Paulus, Defeated at Stalingrad, who became an ardent 
Soviet propagandist! Rudolf Diels, the first Gestapo chief (1933-34), who became a 
Communist hunter for the US Army. Albert Speer and Wernher von Braun, two clean-
handed assassins whose respective successes as Hitler’s Minister of Armaments 
and as his Designer of the world’s first ballistic missiles was based on the work of 
tens of thousands of slaves who were sacrificed in the Reich’s factories. Branca also 
focuses more severely on some well-known historical figures like Hjalmar Schacht 
(the wizard), who mobilized industry and finance in favor of the Third Reich before 
converting himself into an international lecturer… and Otto Skorzeny, the “James 
Bond of the Führer”, who was involved in numerous post-war covert initiatives, 
serving the CIA as well as the Mossad! And then there was the exception who proves 
the rule: Hanna Reitsch, aviation heroine, whose fatal mistake was to believe in Hitler 
and to put her prestige as a test pilot at the service of a criminal regime. Continuing 
to break aviation records until 1977, she dared to face the horrors she had caused.

A fascinating gallery of portraits driven by a rare sense of narrative.

The Dark Novel of the Damned
Eric Branca

A lot has been said about Hitler’s accomplices; those either tried at 
Nuremberg (Göring, etc) or caught subsequently (Eichmann, Barbie, 
etc.) or who died in hiding (Mengele). But little attention has been 
paid to those who, not content with having escaped execution, began 
second major careers under the noses of the victorious allies.

‘‘My coup de coeur’’ 
presentation video 
available!  

Journalist and historian ERIC 
BRANCA has published 
some fifteen books, inclu-
ding L’ami américain, Was-
hington contre de Gaulle, 
1940-1969 (2017), Les entre-
tiens oubliés d’Hitler, 1923-
1940 (2019), and De Gaulle 
et les grands (2020).

Licensed in: 
PORTUGAL  

Second 
Wolrd War 

May 2021
432 pages 
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Infographie de 
la Seconde Guerre mondiale

Infographics of The Second World War

Jean Lopez, Vincent Bernard,                                      
Nicolas Aubin & Nicolas Guillerat

World War II from an entirely new point of view. A World Premiere. 

Edited by JEAN LOPEZ, Managing 
Editor of Guerres et histoire (War 
& History magazine), the author 
of a remarkable series of books 
re-examining the Eastern Front, 
including, with Lasha Otkhmezuri, a 
unanimously acclaimed biography 
of Georgy Zhukov. In addition, he 
co-edited, with Olivier Wieviorka, 
Les Mythes de la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale (in 2 volumes) as well 
as Les Cent derniers jours d’Hitler 
(Hitler’s Last 100 Days).

As a renowned specialist in military 
history, VINCENT BERNARD has 
already written a major biography 
of General Lee and his sworn 
enemy, General Grant (published 
by Perrin). 

A professor of history, NICOLAS 
AUBIN is a World War II specialist 
who has contributed to a number 
of journals of military history. 

Trained as a data designer and 
graphic artist, NICOLAS GUILLERAT, 
after working in advertising, turned 
his energies to data visualization. 
He is particularly interested in the 
necessary interweaving between 
form and content which allows a 
new level of comprehension of a 
variety of subjects. He also teaches 
data design.

More than 45,000 copies 
sold

This is an exceptional book, both in style and in substance. It is the first time that anyone 
has ever tried to re-interpret World War II with the tools offered by the latest in information 
technology and graphic design. Too often, the term “infographics” is misused, applied to what 
is little or nothing more than a computer-generated illustration of written commentary. 

Edited by Jean Lopez – with the assistance of Nicolas Aubin and Vincent Bernard – and 
graphically conceived by Nicolas Guillerat, an amazing groundbreaker in data design, this 
book is the fruit of the joining of complementary talents. The mass of data available about 
WWII has never been as large as it is now, yet it has become extraordinarily complicated to 
interpret it in a meaningful way, and, more importantly, to share that analysis with the general 
public. So a new form had to be invented: one that would allow both for processing the data 
with the rigorous approach of a historian and for making it accessible to the largest possible 
number. The result is quite simply breathtaking, in terms of refreshing our knowledge and for 
“connecting the dots,” i.e. making it clear how various aspects of the conflict that had always 
been examined separately until now are actually interrelated.  

In 4 parts (Mobilization, Production and resources; Arms and Armies;  Battles and Campaigns; 
Assessment and Fractures) that englobe some sixty or more themes (the crude-oil equation, 
what is an infantry division?, Operation Barbarossa, Allied logistics in Europe, how America 
took back the Pacific, the Nazi concentration-camp system, the saga of the French resistance 
movement, German losses 1939-1945, the war in the desert, and many more), this truly is a 
totally new look at the whole of the Second World War. 

Rights licensed :
WORLD ENGLISH RIGHTS (THAMES & HUDSON)      CHINA (UNITED SKY) 
TAIWAN (BUSINESS WEEKLY)                     JAPAN (HARA SHOBO)
SPAIN/LATIN AMERICA (CRITICA)         GERMANY (dtv Verlag) 
THE NETHERLANDS (NIEUW AMSTERDAM)                POLAND (REBIS)
ITALY (pre-empt) (IPPOCAMPO)                             HUNGARY (KOSSUTH)
KOREA (BOOK21 PUBLISHING GROUP)          SWEDEN (LIND&CO) 
CZECH REPUBLIC (ALBATROS MEDIA)        RUSSIA (EKSMO) 
BRASIL (EDITORA ORIGINAL Ltda)         TURKEY (KRONIK) 

General 
History

October 2018
200 pages
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Les Entretiens oubliés d’Hitler 
1923-1940

Forgotten Interviews 
with Hitler 1923-1940

Eric BRANCA 

From his rise to political prominence in 1923 to the defeat of France in 1940, 
Hitler manipulated the democratic press as no other dictator had ever done 
before. To complete and often to counterbalance his innumerable speeches, 
he granted interviews to journalists in order to appease Western public opinion 
regarding the reality of his goals and the ruthless way they were being pursued. 

Eric Branca has selected, introduced and annotated the 16 most significant 
interviews with French, American and British journalists. In addition, he has 
written an introductory chapter entitled “Hitler and the foreign press. A history 
of fascination”. It demonstrates what a hold Hitler had over the West as he rose 
to power.

Rights licensed :

THE NETHERLANDS (POLIS)
THE CZECH REPUBLIC (OMEGA)
JAPAN (HARA SHOBO)
ROMANIA (CORINT) 

A historian and journalist, 
ERIC BRANCA has written 
several successful books 
including the very well-
received L’ami américain: 
Washington contre 
de Gaulle (1940-1969) 
(The American friend: 
Washington against de 
Gaulle) published by Perrin 
in 2017.

World War II February 2019
260 pages
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Les Grands vaincus de l’Histoire
History's Great Losers

 Jean-Christophe BUISSON &
Emmanuel HECHT

Thirteen shattered destinies from Antiquity to the 20th Century.

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE BUISSON 
is the editor-in-chief of the  
Figaro Magazine and presents 
Historiquement show on France’s 
history channel. His last two books: 
1917, l’année qui a changé le 
monde ("1917, The year that 
changed the world", Perrin, 2016) 
and Assassinés ("Assassinated", 
Perrin, 2013) were very well-
received by readers and critics. 
He also edited, for Perrin and Le 
Figaro, Les derniers jours des reines 
("The Queens’ Last Days", 2015) 
with Jean Sevillia and Les grands 
duels qui ont fait la France ("The 
Great Duels that made France", 
2016) with Alexis Brézet.

A journalist, historian and 
publisher, EMMANUEL HECHT has 
edited notably La Russie des tsars 
("The Russia of the Tsars", Perrin, 
2017) and, with Pierre Servent, Le 
siècle de sang ("The Century of 
Blood", Perrin, 2014) co-edited by 
Perrin and the magazine L'Express.

14,000 copies sold in all 
editions

As Napoleon once said, “From glory to downfall is but a step.” But the 
reverse is perhaps even truer, when we consider how the decline, defeat 
and death of illustrious men haunts the imagination and inspires posterity. 
When heroes are betrayed, murdered, doomed, their tragic end arouses 
curiosity and compassion. But then they become legends and their true 
stories are obscured.

This is why Jean-Christophe Buisson and Emmanuel Hecht have chosen 
thirteen great shattered destinies from antiquity to the twentieth century 
and researched them thoroughly. The authors explore these thirteen 
biographies of men and women who changed history and narrate them 
in their well-informed and lively style. Each profile is a separate chapter, 
rivalling with the best detective thrillers in drama and suspense. 

Here is the list: Hannibal; Vercingetorix; Cleopatra; Joan of Arc; 
Montezuma; Guise; Grand Condé; Charrette; Robert E. Lee; Trotsky; 
Chiang Kai Shek; Che Guevara; and Richard  Nixon.

Rights licensed :

KOREA (CUM LIBRO)
JAPAN (HARA SHOBO) 
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From conquest to conquest –  Babylonia in 646 BC, the West, Cyprus and Egypt – 
the Assyrian Empire asserted its power and reached its apogee under the reign of 
the Sardonids. But the Empire suddenly disappeared circa 610, leaving behind a 
historical enigma that has never ceased to fascinate.
Taking up the numerous threads of Assyrian history, Josette Elayi has undertaken 
a vast investigation that lifts the veil on one of the first great civilizations of 
Antiquity. The Bible says of the Assyrians that they were a ferocious people without 
culture, however, recent discoveries in the 19th century on Iraqi soil suggest the 
contrary: a civilization in many ways comparable to the ‘Greek miracle’. Notably, 
the Assyrians were the first to found large libraries, botanical and zoological parks 
and undertake social and religious reforms. This cultural grandeur, in echo of their 
military exploits, remains engraved in the annals of kings anxious to bequeath to 
posterity the glory of their reign.
Based on the latest discoveries and on a remarkable volume of documents, Josette 
Elayi reveals the secrets of one of the greatest civilizations of Antiquity and looks 
back on major events in its history such as the destruction of the kingdom of Israel 
or of the fabulous Babylon, Assyria’s great rival. An essential work on the Near East 
in the 7th and 8th centuries BC, destined to become a classic.

Licensed in: 
CHINA (Post Wave Publishers) - two book deal with History of 
Phoenicia

The Assyrian Empire

Josette ELAYI

During the 1st millennium of the Assyrian empire – a period nourished 
by dreams of a planetary empire – King Tiglath-phalasar undertook 
a series of military operations and thus founded the first ‘universal’ 
empire known from antiquity: the Assyrian Empire. 

Historian, fluent in Hebrew, 
Aramaic and Akkadian, 
and an undisputed spe-
cialist in Phoenician history, 
JOSETTE ELAYI taught at the 
universities of Beirut and 
Baghdad before pursuing 
her research in Paris at the 
Collège de France. She is 
the author of a superb His-
tory of Phoenicia, published 
by Perrin.

Ancient and
Medieval 
History

February 2021
352 pages 



41

The Dreyfus affair in its entirety, through a series of questions that describe 
its main episodes, evoking the personalities who played an important role – 
Dreyfus, Esterhazy, Zola, Picquart, Clemenceau, Péguy, etc.

The book brilliantly describes the legal aspects of the case, the circumstances 
that surrounded the writing of Emile Zola’s “I accuse!”, the role of expert opinions, 
the effects of anti-Semitism. It also explores the impact of the Dreyfus case on 
the collective imagination – it was experienced as a vast novel or soap opera 
with multiple twists and turns. Finally, the book reviews how the case has been 
turned into literature or adapted for cinema -- just when a new screen version by 
Roman Polanski, starring Jean Dujardin as Colonel Picquart and Louis Garrel as 
Dreyfus, is about to be released.

Licensed in: 

GERMANY (Kohlhammer) 
JAPAN (Hosei University Press) 
BRASIL (Editura Da Unicamp) 

The Dreyfus Affair: Facts and Falsehoods

Alain PAGÈS

An instructive clarification of the “affair”, which has been distorted 
by false allegations since the beginning.  A vital reflection at this 
time, when we are talking about the rise of a “new anti-Semitism”.  
An introduction to Roman Polanski’s film, which was released in 
December 2019.

ALAIN PAGÈS is professor 
emeritus at the Sorbonne 
Nouvelle University and 
a specialist in the work of 
Emile Zola. With Perrin, he 
has published Une journée 
dans l’affaire Dreyfus (A day 
in the Dreyfus affair) (2011) 
and Zola et le groupe de 
Médan (Zola and the Me-
dan group, 2014). Editor of 
Emile Zola’s private corres-
pondence for Gallimard 
(Letters to Jeanne Rozerot, 
2004; Letters to Alexandrine, 
2014, Sévigné Prize 2015), 
he is also the author of 
Émile Zola, de J’accuse au 
Panthéon (Emile Zola, from 
J’accuse to the Pantheon, 
2008) published at Lucien 
Souny.

Facts and 
Falsehoods 

September 2019
288 pages
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The Greatest Errors 
of the Second World War

Under the direction of Jean LOPEZ & Olivier WIEVIORKA

Along the lines of Mythes de la Seconde Guerre mondiale (Myths of 
the Second World War), 20 strategic errors of this war are explained 
by a team of historians and the editorial staff of Guerres & Histoire, 
directed by Jean Lopez and Olivier Wieviorka.

Directed by JEAN LOPEZ, 
founder and managing editor 
of the magazine Guerres 
& Histoire, and OLIVIER 
WIEVIORKA, member of the 
Institut universitaire de France 
and professor at ENS-Cachan.

Authors: NICOLAS AUBIN, 
VINCENT BERNARD, BENOIST 
BIHAN, CHRISTIAN DESTREMAU, 
DANIEL FELDMANN, PIERRE 
GRUMBERT, HUBERT HEYRIÈS, 
JULIE LE GAC, NICOLAS 
STARGARDT, JACEK TEBINKA, 
ROMAN TÖPPEL, MAURICE 
VAÏSSE.

14,000 copies sold

The Second World War dragged on for nearly six years, as long-lasting as it was 
terrible. This duration can be explained, of course, by the formidable means 
that the belligerents deployed on land, sea and in the skies: in view of the 
forces mobilized, it was vain to hope to defeat the enemy in a single campaign 
or a decisive battle. But the mistakes that were made also explain why the 
conflict continued for so long. If Hitler had not been so set on winning the 
Battle of Britain or in taking Stalingrad; if France, in May 1940, had not unwisely 
launched its forces in Belgium and Holland; if the Anglo-Americans had not 
landed in North Africa – the face of the war would have been changed and its 
duration probably reduced.

Nonetheless, in tracing the mistakes made by both sides, this book does not 
yield to the dizzying temptation of alternate history by imagining “what would 
have happened if”. The strategists relied on information that was sometimes 
imperfect, on often limited means, on assumptions that were at times 
spurious. All these factors led, more than once, to disaster. But the historians 
do not always give primacy to reason. In reality, despite the colossal stakes of a 
war, pride, obstinacy, careerism and opportunism also weighed heavily in the 
making of (bad) decisions. 

The erros: 

• Appeasement     • The landing in North Africa
• Japan attacks China    • Midway
• Hitler chooses Italy    • The Arab policy of the Reich
• The Dyle Breda maneuver   • Monte Cassino
• The haltbefehl in front of Dunkirk  • Stalingrad
• The 1940 armistice    • Strategic bombing 
• The Italian intervention in Greece  • The Unconditional Surrender
• Barbarossa     • The Warsaw Uprising 
• Not capturing Malta    • Market Garden 
• Dieppe 1942
• The abandonment of Singapore

Rights licensed :
ITALY (GIUNTI) 
BULGARIA (CIELE NORMA AD) 
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The Century of Dictators
Edited by Olivier GUEZ

To offer a global and innovative view of this absolute form of 
absolutism, Olivier Guez has brought together an exceptional 
group of authors. Rather than studying the regimes, he has chosen 
the biographical approach through the history of their leaders, 
whether famous or unknown. The result is some twenty informative 
chapters, well served by the contributors’ story-telling skills. 

A historian, writer and journalist, 
OLIVIER GUEZ received the 
Renaudot prize for his latest 
book La Disparition de Josef 
Mengele (The Disappearance 
of Josef Mengele, Grasset, 
2017) with more than 320,000 
copies sold in France alone. 

Rights licensed :

ITALY (NERI POZZA)
JAPAN (HARA SHOBO)
ITALY (NERI POZZA)
LATIN AMERICA/SPANISH
(EL ATENEO)
BULGARIA (IZTOK ZAPAD)
ROMANIA (HUMANITAS)
BRASIL (GRUPO AUTENTITCA)
HUNGARY (RUBICON 
INSTITUTE) 

26,000 copies sold 
in all editions

In just five years, from 1917 to 1922, the contemporary world, emerging from the 
tragedy of the First World War, invented a two-headed monster, red and black 
– in other words, Soviet communism and fascism, the latter metastasizing into 
brown with the advent of Nazism in 1933.

While their ideologies differ widely and Nazism is characterized by the specific 
horror of the Holocaust, these dictatorships have in common a hatred of 
democracy, loathing for the bourgeoisie and a subsequent rejection of capitalism 
in favor of a practice of power based on terror – a practice based on a dominant 
and dominating ideology, despising life and seeking expansion at all costs.

Condemned by history (Hitler’s end and the Nuremberg trials for Nazism, the fall 
of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet world in 1991), dictatorships are 
nonetheless not ready to die, as evidenced by the advent of Iranian theocracy, 
the long night in Africa or the current tragedy in the Middle East. All continents 
have had to endure them.

LENIN by Stéphane Courtois   QADDAFI by Vincent Hugeux

MUSSOLINI by Frédéric Le Moal  HONECKER by Patrick Moreau

STALIN by Nicolas Werth   PINOCHET by Michel Faure 

HITLER by Eric Branca    POL POT by Jean-Louis Margolin

FRANCO by Eric Roussel   KHOMEINI by Christian  Destremau

PETAIN by Bénédicte Vergez-Chaignon SADDAM HUSSEIN by Jérémy André

HEDKI TOJO by Pierre-François Souyri  ASSAD, Father and son by Bernard

TITO by Jean-Christophe Buisson  Bajolet

THE THREE KIMS by Pascal Dayez-Burgeon

MAO by Rémi Kauffer    Maps and a time line complete 
ENVER HODJA by François-Guillaume Lorrain this outstanding book, which is 

STROESSNER by Emmanuel Hecht  certain to have a long-lasting

THE DUVALIERS by Catherine Eve Roupert impact. 

CASTRO by Elisabeth Burgos and Laurence Debray

MOBUTU by Jean-Pierre Langellier
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Three decades have passed since the collapse of the USSR in December 1991. 
Since then, in Moscow, the archives have been opened, personal testimonies 
have proliferated, revelations upon revelations have emerged. Notably about 
the most secretive pillar of the Soviet system: the KGB.

After all this time, from the Bolshevik political police’s beginnings (in December 
1917) to its failed attempt to save the regime (in August 1991), it had become 
crucial to summarize, correct, complete and conclude the profuse history of its 
campaigns, exploits, metamorphoses, crimes and failures. How many episodes 
have punctuated this rich history: the Cheka, the civil war, the GPU, the Stalinist 
trials, the Gulag, the Cold War, Dissent ! How many extraordinary characters 
have embodied it over the years: Lenin, Dzerzhinsky, Yagoda, Yezhov, Beria, 
Stalin, Serov, Andropov ! And how many ambiguous and romantic silhouettes 
have traversed the stage of this formidable shadow theatre: Munzenberg, 
Mercader, Philby, Trepper, Kravchenko, Fuchs, Rosenberg, not to mention...a 
certain Vladimir Putin !

With his flamboyant style, Bernard Lecomte deciphers the history and mysteries 
of the most fascinating of all secret services. A real page-turner.

Rights licensed:

BULGARIA (KRYG - LIST PUBLISHING HOUSE) 
ROMANIA (EDITURA METEOR PUBLISHING) 

The True Story of the Soviet Secret Service

Bernard LECOMTE

A deep dive into the heart of the most fascinating of all secret 
services: the KGB.

BERNARD LECOMTE, a for-
mer international corres-
pondent and specialist in 
Eastern Europe, covered 
the entire downfall of com-
munism for the magazine 
L’Express. We owe him no-
tably Le Bunker (JC Lattès, 
1991), Gorbachev (Perrin, 
2014), Les secrets du Vati-
can (Perrin, 2009 / 18,000 
copies sold); Les derniers 
secrets du Vatican (Perrin, 
2014 / 16,000 copies sold) 
and Les secrets du Kremlin 
(Perrin, 2017).

10,000 copies sold 
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